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2018 Washington Town & Country Fair Queen
Nineteen-year-old Sydney Meyer, daughter of Brad and Bobbie Meyer, Union, was 

crowned queen of the 2018 Washington Town & Country Fair Wednesday evening, 
Aug. 1, at the fairgrounds. The queen and her court can be seen touring the fairgrounds 
through Sunday night, Aug. 5.    Missourian Photo.

Prop A May Impact 
Turnout in Election
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Franklin County Clerk 
Debbie Door is predict-
ing voter turnout to be as 
much as 10 percent high-
er for the primary election 
next Tuesday, Aug. 7, but 
it could go up or down.

In addition to prima-
ries for several federal, 
state and county posi-
tions, voters will also de-
cide the fate of Right to 
Work by voting yes or no 

on Proposition A.
Door feels passions 

are strong enough on 
both sides to get a higher 
percentage of voters to 
the polls. 

“It’s a tough call but 
in all honesty, I believe 
Prop A will bring people 
out,” Door said. “Normal-
ly we have about 25 per-
cent voter turnout for an 
election of this type, but 
with Prop A on the bal-
lot, I think turnout will 
be higher, maybe as high 

as 30 to 33 percent.”
Since Jan. 1 of this 

year 2,143 new voters 
have registered in Frank-
lin County, bringing the 
total up to 71,240, with 
66,368 active, 4,809 inac-
tive and 63 pending.

“The pending are those 
who have registered to 
vote, but have not yet 
voted in an election,” 
Door explained. “Inac-
tive voters are those who 
are registered, but their 
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Grand Champion Steer
Olivia Jacquin, Marthasville, exhibited the grand champion market steer Thursday at the Wash-

ington Town & Country Fair. Jacquin, 14, is with the Go Hog Wild 4-H. The 1,320-pound steer, 
Oscar, was in Class 7. Also pictured is 2018 Beef Queen Andrea Holdmeyer.   Missourian Photo.

Chair: Fair Has 
‘Fantastic’ Start, 
Weather Is Key
n Big Weekend Crowds Expected

By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

The Washington Town & Country 
Fair is off to a “fantastic” start and 
weather has a lot to do with it, says 
Chairman Brian Gildehaus.

The Fair opened Wednesday morn-
ing and runs through Sunday evening 
at the city fairgrounds.

“With the pleasant weather we’ve 
had for the opening, the crowds have 
been huge,” Gildehaus told The Mis-
sourian Friday morning.

“Attendance Wednesday was one of 
the largest in recent years,” he noted. 
“It’s great to see that all of the events 
have been so well-attended.”

Temps are expected to be a little 

warmer for the weekend, but with no 
rain in the forecast, Gildehaus and 
his co-chair, Jason Unnerstall, expect 
large crowds Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday fueled by big-name entertain-
ment and lots of action in the motor 
sports arena.

The chairmen said receipts are up 
about 20 percent overall for Wednes-
day and Thursday sales should be 
comparable to last year, if not better.

Advance tickets sales also are up 
over last year, estimated at about 
$400,000 — which includes the 
$150,330 in tickets sold by the queen 
contestants.

Gildehaus expects concession sales 
to be very strong for both Wednesday 

Meyer Crowned Queen
By Karen Cernich
Missourian Feature Writer

Wearing a fitted pink dress with lay-
ers of tulle that she had worn to her high 
school prom a year earlier, Sydney Meyer 
was crowned queen of the 2018 Washing-
ton Town & Country Fair Wednesday 
evening, Aug. 1.

The statuesque Union native seemed 
to take the news in stride as her name 
was announced, but moments later, after 
being told that she would need to make a 
quick speech, she came clean.

“No script here!” she told the crowd, 

before thanking the Fair board, the 
queen committee and everyone involved 
in planning the evening.

Later, after having her photo taken at 
Fricke Studio in Downtown Washington 
to hang in the Washington Area Cham-
ber of Commerce office, Meyer elaborat-
ed on that point.

“Thank you so much for this opportu-
nity,” she said.  “Everything exceeded my 
expectations, and I’m truly grateful for 
it.”

Joining Meyer on the 2018 court are 
Liz Spaunhorst, Villa Ridge, first runner-

Jacquin Exhibits 
Grand Champion
n At Thursday’s Steer Show

By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

Last year Olivia Jacquin showed the reserve champion steer at the 
Washington Town & Country Fair and promptly set her sights on win-
ning the grand champion in 2018.

On Thursday night, her hard work and determination paid off when 
her 1,320-pound steer, Oscar, took top honors in the market steer show.

The 14-year-old exhibitor, of Marthasville, is a member of the Go Hog 
Wild 4-H. She is the daughter of Mark and Vicki Jacquin.

Steer show judge Phillip Martin selected Oscar out of a field of 47 
steers split into eight weight classes. Jacquin’s steer was in Class 7.

“It is a really high-quality, well-fed and well-finished calf,” said Mar-
tin. “It’s something the folks of Franklin County can be proud of.”

“It feels good,” said Jacquin of winning. “This is very cool and I am 
really excited.”

Jacquin worked with Oscar about two hours per day, used a special 
diet, and walked and washed him daily.

She offered this piece of advice to younger exhibitors, “Don’t let it 
push you around — let him know who is the boss.”

Reserve Champion
The reserve champion was shown by Adam Gerlemann. The steer 
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