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City’s Prop P Letter Will Be Revised
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

Washington officials are re-
vising a letter of nonsupport for 
a countywide sales tax propo-
sition due to disagreements in 
revenue disbursements and 
other factors.

The city submitted a letter 
to the Franklin County Com-
mission concerning Prop P last 
week. Tuesday night the coun-
cil agreed to revise the letter to 
include specific grievances. The 

council is expected to review 
and vote on the revised letter 
during a special council meet-
ing Monday, Jan. 22. 

The deadline for the county 
to submit the ballot language to 
appear on the April 3 ballot is 
the following day at 5 p.m. 

That includes the lack of a 
sunset on the tax proposal, the 
disbursement of tax revenue 
based on officers in each depart-

ment instead of population, and 
ballot language that does not 
specify half of the revenue gen-
erated by the tax will go toward 
officer salaries and other law 
enforcement needs.

According to Mayor Sandy 
Lucy, there also should be a re-
view board comprised of citizen 
representatives from all over 
the county. The board would 
meet, possibly annually, to de-

termine that the tax revenue is 
disbursed equitably. 

“We really haven’t had any 
of those questions answered,” 
Lucy said. “We feel like this 
idea was brought forth by Sher-
iff (Steve) Pelton with having 
an additional meeting to meet 
with us as citizens as the dif-
ferent cities. I know that was 
the original plan . . . instead the 
commission saw it as an oppor-

tunity and decided to fast-track 
it.”

Earlier that day, the commis-
sion unanimously approved an 
order to place the referendum 
on the ballot, as well as the bal-
lot language.

The half-cent sales tax is ex-
pected to generate $6 million 
per year. It is proposed that 
half of the money will go to-
ward renovation for the county 
jail and 911 facilities while the 
additional $3 million will go to 

Sales Tax 
Committee 
Approves 
Project List
By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

The cost of potential capital improve-
ment sales tax projects has finally been 
cut enough to meet the city’s revenue pro-
jections. 

When the Washington capital improve-
ment sales tax committee first met near-
ly three months ago, the list of potential 
projects was estimated at nearly $25 mil-
lion — well above the estimates of what 
the tax could bring in. 

On Wednesday afternoon, after several 
rounds of cuts and fine-tuning of numbers, 
the committee trimmed that number to 
$16.3 million.

The city’s half-cent capital improvement 
sales tax expires this year. Voters are be-
ing asked April 3 to approve an eight-year 
extension of the tax. City Administrator 
Darren Lamb said, if approved, the city 

Commission 
Approves 
2018 Budget
n $55.9 Million 
Spending Plan

By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

The Franklin County Commission has approved 
the largest budget in the county’s nearly 200-year 
history.

The overall operating budget for 2018 will be 
$59,917,032, which is up more than $7.6 million 
over last year and nearly $12 million more than 
just two years ago in 2016.

Revenues
According to the official budget, $27,587,568 in 

sales taxes is expected to be collected by Franklin 
County in 2018.

The county is highly dependent on sales taxes, 
which make up 46.8 percent of all regular operat-
ing revenues.

In addition to sales taxes, personal property and 
real estate taxes make up an additional 22.7 per-
cent of county revenues.

The next largest sources of revenue come from 

Ice Training 
Washington Fire Department 

crews did ice rescue training 
Wednesday, Jan. 17, at its fire 
training center in the Heid-
mann Industrial Park. Wash-
ington Fire Chief Bill Halmich 
said with the recent freezing 
weather there is a lot of ice 
around the area. The exercise 
is a regular training for the cold 
weather. With temperatures set 
to rise this weekend, Halmich 
is warning residents to be care-
ful around ice.   Missourian Photo.

A Box Becomes a Home
The Washington School District Parents as Teachers held a play date 

Wednesday, Jan. 17. The Bunches of Boxes event allowed children to ex-
plore creatively with boxes of all sizes. Teagen Kitchen turned a box on its 
side to make a house.   Missourian Photo.

Over 1,500 
Flu Cases  
In County
n Nearing Record 

Numbers
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

With months to go in the flu season, 
Franklin County is only 120 cases away 
from breaking a record set just last year.

As of Friday, the number of cases re-
ported in Franklin County was at 1,540 
and climbing every day, stretching across 
the region.

According to the county health depart-
ment, the highest clusters of recent cases 
have been in the Sullivan and Marthas-
ville areas.

Although there has been a slight de-
cline in weekly reports, more cases have 
been reported earlier this season.

For the week ending on Jan. 14, there 
were 297 cases reported. The first week of 
2018 there were 349 cases and 401 cases 
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