
Editorials .............................. 6B-7B
Entertainment .............................7C
Farm and Outdoors ....................8C
Public Notices ...................... 5C-6C

INSIDE
Auctions/Garage Sales ..................7D
Business ......................................8B
Classified Ads ........................1D-7D
Deaths ..........................................6A

To Subscribe Call 636-390-3029
SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY

Spot Showers
High:  58°
Low:   29°

Sunny
High:  36°
Low:   16°

Partly Cloudy
High:  52°
Low:   21°

Mostly Cloudy
High:  43°
Low:   35°

Stay Connected With Breaking News:
WEBSITE

WASHINGTON
WEEKEND, JANUARY 27-28,  2018

Sports / 1C
Lady Jays to Play

For Tournament Title

Reese Arnold

People / 1B
‘A Workout Disguised

As a Rock Band’

Online: Photo Galleries And Videos Are Available For Viewing And Purchase. > emissourian.com

Since 1860

M      N E Y
               Matters INSIDE

$100

Volume 157
Number 93 Tasha Skouby

Zen Master at Work
“Zen Master” Tori Mebruer created a cairn rock creation at the Missouri riverfront in 

Downtown Washington. Cairn is a symbol of balance. Mebruer is known for her rock 
creations all over Washington.   Missourian Photo.

More Calls for 
Deputies in 2017
n Not a Drastic Uptick

By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

Franklin County deputies respond-
ed to more calls, wrote more reports 
and booked an increased number of 
inmates in 2017.

But according to Franklin County 
Sheriff Steve Pelton, crime is not up 
“drastically.”

In 2017, there were 14,299 reports 
generated by sheriff ’s office staff. That 
is compared to 12,591 in 2016.

“Crime is not drastically rising,” 
Pelton told The Missourian. “Much of 
the increase is deputies being proac-
tive. They are out making great cases.

“Not all law enforcement is reac-
tive — we are being as aggressive as 
we can with the criminal element,” he 
said.

One notable increase, Pelton said, 
is the number of stealing reports. 
There was an approximate 8 percent 
jump in stealing reports in 2017 when 
there were 860. There were 788 steal-
ing reports in 2016.

Burglary also was up in 2017. There 
were 318 reports last year, compared 
to 299 in 2016.

“A lot of that is driven by drugs,” 
Pelton said.

The drug of choice among addicts in 
Franklin County still is heroin; how-
ever, officers are seeing a resurgence 
of methamphetamine that is coming 
across the U.S. border from Mexico. 
Authorities also are seeing a rise in 
cocaine in the area.

“Different drugs tend to go in cy-
cles,” Pelton said. “When you limit 
the amount of one drug, those suffer-
ing from addiction move onto the next 
drug.”

There was an increase in the num-
ber of assault reports in 2017, which 
was 502. That is a rise of 45 reports 
from 457 the previous year.

According to Pelton, that is partly 
due to the reclassification of domestic 
assaults by the state.

The sheriff added that his office 
changed its reporting software. In 
2017, the department switched from 
the Uniformed Crime Report (UCR) to 
the Missouri Incident Based Report-
ing System (MIBRS).

There was a decline in the number 
of suicides in 2017. There were 12 sui-
cides in 2017, compared to 16 the year 
before.

“I am glad to see the suicides go 
down,” Pelton said. “I would like to 

Sharp Decrease in 
Gun Permits Issued
n Due to Change in State Law

By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

The number of new concealed/
carry gun permits dropped by 110 in 
2017.

The significant decline is due to 
the Constitutional Carry law in Mis-
souri that took effect Jan. 1, 2017.

In 2017, there were 233 new con-
cealed carry weapons (CCW) permits 
issued, compared to 2,592 given in 
2016. In 2015, there were 2,694 new 
permits issued.

According to Franklin County 
Sheriff Steve Pelton — a staunch 
supporter of the Second Amendment 
— the decrease was expected.

Since the law took effect, he has 
expressed trepidations stemming 
from the ability of people with a his-
tory of violence, yet no convictions, 
to legally carry a concealed weapon.

The new law allows residents to 
carry a concealed firearm without 
advanced training, law enforcement 
background checks or a permit.

Prior to passage, to legally carry 
a concealed firearm, residents were 
required to obtain the CCW permit, 
which is a five-year permit. It also 
had to be approved by the sheriff.

According to Pelton, obtaining a 
CCW permit limits the person’s li-
ability if they must use a firearm.

“As a Second Amendment sup-
porter, I feel that people have the 
right to open carry,” he said, “but 
this allows them an extra layer of 
protection.”

The Missouri permit also is rec-
ognized in 34 other states, including 
seven states that border Missouri. 
Carrying without a permit is only le-
gal in 11 states.

Pelton noted that the training 
that comes along with a CCW is ben-
eficial to anyone carrying a firearm.

Access to Firearms
Suspects of violent crimes still can 

have access to guns through legal 
maneuvering, Pelton said.

As part of some felony plea bar-

Committee Presents 
Sales Tax Project List
By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

After working on a plan since October, 
Washington’s capital improvement sales 
tax committee presented its final list of 
potential projects to the city council.

At Monday’s administration/opera-
tions committee meeting John Vietmeier, 
tax committee chairman, informed the 

council about the committee’s decision.
The sales tax committee recently came 

to an agreement on a potential project 
list. The committee agreed, with some 
funding assistance from other sources, it 
would be possible to fund 32 projects pro-
posed by various department heads and 
organizations.

The city’s half-cent capital improve-

New Record for Flu
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

More people in Frank-
lin County have had the 
flu this year than ever 
before.

According to the most 
recent number from the 
county health depart-
ment, 1,749 cases have 

been reported as of Fri-
day and continue to 
climb by the day.

The highest week of 
reported cases thus far is 
401, which also shatters 
the record week high last 
season of 269.

The new flu total shat-
ters last year’s total of 
1,672, which at the time 

was the worst flu season 
of all time.

Despite breaking the 
record, the number of 
cases reported last week, 
190, dropped significant-
ly from the week before 
when the number was 
above 300.  

Since Monday, an ad-

Little Explorer
Will Robertson checked out a jungle tunnel at a Washington School District Parents 

as Teachers event Thursday, Jan. 25. The event was called “Little Animals on the 
Move” that allowed children to explore the “jungle” and experience a lot of movement 
and activity. The event was held at the Early Learning Center.   Missourian Photo.
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