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Jail Project Bonds Add to County Debt
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

The renovation of the county 
jail/911 center will be the first 
major building project since the 
completion of the twin govern-
ment and judicial centers in a 
decade.

It also will require the county 
to take on more debt with two 
certificates totaling $25 million 
of participation.

Presiding Commissioner Tim 

Brinker said the first bond is 
expected to be issued in No-
vember for $10 million. A sec-
ond bond for $15 million will be 
issued next summer after the 
bidding process is complete and 
true construction numbers are 
known.

Brinker added the county is 
hoping to get a 4 percent inter-
est rate on the bonds.

Unlike in the past, the vot-
ers of Franklin County have 
approved a permanent funding 
stream to pay for the jail reno-
vation in the form of Proposi-
tion P.

The half-cent sales tax is 
projected to generate $6 mil-
lion per year. Half of that will 
go toward debt service on the 
jail and the other $3 million 

will go toward law enforce-
ment salaries.

According to the county 
clerk’s office, the highest gross-
ing month for a similar general 
revenue half-cent sales tax last 
year was November when con-
sumers generated $663,940.

The lowest grossing month 
was October when only 
$333,346 came in.

If current economic trends 
continue, and depending on 
consumer confidence, the new 
tax should average $500,000 
per month, or $6.5 million per 
year in new sales tax revenue.

Second District Commission-
er Dave Hinson explained about 
$2.4 million annually will go 
toward debt service on the con-
struction bonds. An additional 
$300,000 will go toward new 
jail staff and another $300,000 

Developing 
New Plan
n In School District

By Susan Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Washington School District officials and staff 
are continuing to work on a new strategic plan 
to guide the district through 2023.

The comprehensive improvement plan is be-
ing developed collaboratively, through team-
work, stakeholder feedback and data analysis, 
said Superintendent Dr. Lori VanLeer.

“We are knee deep in strategic planning with 
multiple implementation teams hard at it devel-
oping goals, strategies and action plans in four 
of the five areas of our next plan,” VanLeer said.

The five focus areas of the plan are:

Tractor Cruise Benefits Area
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

Lower temperatures and clear 
skies created the perfect storm Sun-
day for a successful tractor cruise.

There were 157 tractors taking 
part in the 11th annual Knights 
of Columbus Journey for Charity 
Tractor Cruise that stretched 30 
miles from St. Clair to Washington.

“We had a great day yesterday,” 
said John Jasper, an event orga-

nizer with the Union Knights of 
Columbus. “We went from nail bit-
ing because of storms  and rain to 
a beautiful sunny day — we were 
very blessed.”

The event is organized by the 
Knights of Columbus councils in 
Washington, Union, New Haven, 
Villa Ridge, St. Clair and Krakow.

“There is a lot going on to make 
that one day happen,” Jasper add-
ed. “The happiest day for me is the 
Monday after — we made it, nobody 

broke down. I am glad everybody 
made it safely and we all had fun.”

This year saw one of the highest 
in participation, but it was down 
slightly from 166 tractors in 2017.

However, Jasper noted there 
were about 12 new riders, including 
a man from Ohio who heard about 
the charity cruise while visiting 
family locally.

“He had always heard about it 
and wanted to be part of it,” he said. 

A Wave of Red
Spectators lining the sidewalk along Cedar Street in Washington were greeted by a wave of red Sunday as classic 

Farmalls and Massey-Ferguson tractors chugged by. In all, 157 tractors participated in the Knights of Columbus Journey 
for Charity Tractor Cruise. The 30-mile cruise from St. Clair to Washington collected 4,800 pounds of food and is orga-
nized by the Union, Washington, St. Clair and St. John’s-Gildehaus Knights of Columbus councils.  Missourian Photo.

Team Nowak Walks to End Alzheimer’s
Walking to honor Helen Nowak, Team Nowak had a large group participating in the Walk to End Alzheimer’s 

Saturday, Sept. 8, as they made their way down Second Street in Downtown Washington. More than 672 people 
took part in the walk, which has already raised more than $191,000 with funds still being collected.   Missourian Photo.

n Payments Projected to 2032

• See Jail Page 2A

Police Nab 
Suspect in 
Shooting
n On Highway 100

By Kavahn Mansouri
Missourian Staff Writer

A Washington man sought in connection 
to a Highway 100 shootout last month was 
taken into custody Tuesday afternoon.

Samuel Hays Baker, 19, was arrested by 
Washington police shortly before 1 p.m. 

Earlier Tuesday Baker was 
named as a “person of inter-
est” in the Aug. 22 shooting 
on Highway 100 at Washing-
ton Crossing. Shots were fired 
between two cars about 8 p.m. 
that night.

Washington police detec-
tives, assisted by the Franklin 
County Multi-Jurisdictional Vi-
olent Crime and Narcotics Task 
Force, were contacted by a victim who had 
sustained an injury in the shooting. The vic-
tim had not yet sought medical attention and 
identified Baker as the shooter.

Authorities received numerous tips stem-
ming from a Facebook post asking for infor-
mation or witnesses to the incident.

Before his capture, police warned that 
Baker was armed and dangerous and urged 
citizens to not approach him, but instead to 
call police to report his whereabouts.

Previous Charge
In 2017, Baker was handed five-years’ su-

pervised probation for a felony charge of first-

Samuel Baker

• See Suspect Page 2A• See Tractor Page 2A

• See Plan Page 2A


