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Pre-Fair Events This Weekend
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

The Washington Town & 
Country Fair gates won’t open 
until next week, but residents 
can get into the spirit early 
with the annual Fair Run/Walk 
and Fair Parade this weekend.

Fair Chairman Brian Gild-
ehaus said the two events are 
designed to build excitement for 

the five-day Fair, which opens 
Wednesday, Aug. 1, and runs 
through Sunday, Aug. 5, at the 
city fairgrounds.

“For me, there are two sounds 
that signify the beginning and 
end of the Fair — the pop of the 
gun at the starting line of the 
run/walk and the boom of the 

fireworks that closes out the 
Fair,” said Gildehaus.

“It’s always an awesome expe-
rience to get the opportunity to 
walk the Fair parade route each 
year,” he added. “The amount of 
people who come to see and or 
participate in the parade is in-
credible. We are thrilled by how 

many people enjoy this event.”
The theme for both events is 

the same as the Fair — “Your 
Bridge to Fun.”

Run, Walk
The run/walk, now in its 23rd 

year, which includes a kids fun 
run and a newly added three-
person relay, will take place 

Saturday morning at the North 
Lakeshore Drive pavilion in the 
city park.

Registration for the 5K and 
10K run will begin at 6:15 a.m. 
The race will begin at 7 a.m.

The kids fun run will begin at 
8 a.m. Registration will open at 
7:30 a.m.

Gildehaus commended the 
run/walk committee for doing 

Jail Project 
Firm Owner 
Donates to 
Candidate 
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Two donations totaling $5,000 have been made to the cam-
paign of current First District Commissioner Tim Brinker from 
individuals with direct ties to the firm hired by the Franklin 
County Commission to oversee the jail/911 facility renovations.

Brinker is running for Franklin County presiding com-
missioner against Washington School Board member Trish 
Mitchell and city of Union engineer Jonathan Zimmermann 
in the Aug. 7, Republican primary.

According to Brinker’s amended July quarterly report 
filed with the Missouri Ethics Commission (MEC), both do-
nations of $2,500 were received on May 7.

One donation was from Craig Schluter, St. Louis, who is 
listed as the owner of Navigate Building Solutions.

The second $2,500 donation is from Gail Sweeney, Kirk-
wood, who is the wife of Todd Sweeney, who has worked as 
Navigate’s jail project manager since the firm was originally 
hired in April 2017.

Navigate Building Solutions is slated to make just over 
$2 million overseeing the $30 million county jail/911 reno-

United Way 
Goal to Be 
Announced
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

The goal for the 2018 Franklin Coun-
ty Area United Way campaign will be 
announced this Thursday at a special 
kickoff breakfast for corporate con-
tributors.

Close to 100 people are expected to 
attend the program being held in the 
health and science building lecture 
hall at East Central College in Union.

A continental breakfast will be 
served from 7 to 7:45 a.m. followed 
by the program at 7:50 a.m.

“We are excited to announce the 
goal and looking forward to another 
great campaign,” said Kim Strub-
berg, executive director.

Last year’s drive exceeded 
the $1,111,111 goal, bringing in 
$1,229,878.

The 2018 campaign will officially 
begin in early September and run 
through Oct. 31.

Representatives of the United 
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Post 218 Seniors 
Qualify for State; 
Juniors End Third
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 Spark Award
Jane Dill, left, board of advisors chairperson, presented Betsy and Doug Hazel 

with the Four Rivers Area YMCA Spark Award Saturday, July 21, at its Terrific 20th 
Anniversary Gala. The award was given to the Hazel family for providing leadership 
that helped start the YMCA here.

The late Ernie Hazel’s  passion for the YMCA began when he took swimming les-
sons at a YMCA in Atchison, Kan. He also brought his passion for the YMCA and 
was determined to see a YMCA built in Washington. He provided the spark and the 
drive that was needed to start the process of creating the Four Rivers Area YMCA. 
Doug Hazel is the son of Ernie and Kay Hazel. Doug has been active in the “Y.” The 
Hazel family donated $1.5 million for the facility. Missourian Photo.

Mmm Doughnut!
Ethan Aholt found the best angle to eat a doughnut on a string Tuesday, July 24, at Camp Washington. 

Campers raced to see who could eat their doughnut the fastest without using their hands. The last day 
of Camp Washington is Friday, July 27.   Missourian Photo.

Tornado 
Warning 
Triggers 
Briefing
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

A storm that rolled through 
Washington last month triggered 
tornado warnings initially in just 
half of the city, prompting ques-
tions for some residents.

Emergency Management 
Director Mark Skornia said 
during the June 26 storm the 
polygon warning system imple-
mented by the National Weath-
er Service (NWS) targeted spe-
cific addresses so not everyone 
was warned when the storm hit 
the area.

“It split Washington into two 
pieces, and actually there was 
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