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Spring at Lions Lake
Visitors walked throughout Lions Lake Wednesday, May 2, enjoying the warmer weather after months 

of low temperatures. Many events are hosted at Lions Lake throughout the spring and summer sea-
sons.  Missourian Photo/Jeanne Miller Wood.

You Look Marvelous!
Immanuel Lutheran kindergarten student Norah O’Connell smiles as her 

mom, Kelly O’Connell, models the colorful hat Norah created for her to wear at 
the class’s annual Mother’s Day tea Tuesday, May 1. The students also shared 
poems they had written for their moms, sang songs for them and everyone en-
joyed refreshments together.    Missourian Photo.

Legislators Approve Special Session

Police Shortage to End

By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

For the first time in state histo-
ry, Missouri lawmakers will meet 
in a special session to possibly im-
peach the governor.

At a press conference Thursday, 
House Speaker Todd Richardson, 

R-Poplar Bluff, announced that 
leadership in both the House and 
Senate believe they have the com-
mitment of enough lawmakers to 
force a special session.

“This was not a decision made 

lightly, and certainly not without 
great deliberation and effort,” 
Richardson told reporters Thurs-
day.

Thus far, 138 of the total 161 
members of the House and 29 of 

the 33 senators have signed the 
petition to allow the special ses-
sion.

If both chambers formally ap-
prove the session, it will begin at 
6:30 p.m. Friday, May 18, just 30 

minutes after the regular session 
is constitutionally mandated to 
end.

Locally, State Reps. Justin 
Alferman, R-Hermann, Nathan 
Tate, R-St. Clair, Kirk Mathews, 
R-Pacific, and State Sen. Dave 
Schatz, R-Sullivan, have all 

By Kavahn Mansouri
Missourian Staff Writer

After a “landmark” yes vote on Proposi-
tion P, the days of the Washington Police 
Department working short-handed are 
over, Police Chief Ed Menefee said.

With six new officers, raises coming for 

the entire department and the possibility 
of adding additional officers, Menefee said 
the department will be able to focus less on 
maintaining the quality of service of a full 
staff.

“When we were down so many we worked 
hard on keeping the level of service we had, 

Trusty Privileges 
Revoked at Jail 
Following Escape
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

There no longer will be volunteer trust-
ies used outside the confines of the Franklin 
County Jail.

That was determined by Franklin County 
Sheriff ’s Department administrators in the 
wake of last week’s escape of Ricky A. John-
son Jr., 37, an inmate serving as a kitchen 
trusty at the Franklin 
County Jail.

“We have discontin-
ued the use of trust-
ies and it doesn’t look 
like that will change,” 
Sheriff Steve Pelton 
told The Missourian. 
“It is not worth the 
trouble.”

Johnson was volun-
teering in the jail kitchen Wednesday, April 
25, about 6 a.m. when he seized an opportu-
nity and fled through an open kitchen door 
and then through a gate.

The inmate was being held on probation 
violations from 2015 felony charges. In that 
case, he was caught on tape in June 2015 al-
legedly burglarizing the Finish Line Cafe on 
Highway 30, Lonedell.

Trusties who have been charged with 
nonviolent crimes had been permitted to 
conduct work duties in the jail. They are not 
paid for the work.

“These trusties are minimum security,” 
Pelton noted. “He went from a little bit of 
trouble to a whole lot of trouble.”

Johnson was caught about eight hours 
after he fled from the jail’s kitchen. He was 
spotted by a citizen running near the inter-
section of Denmark and Prairie Dell roads 
in Union.

He was charged the same day in Franklin 
County Associate Circuit Court with a felo-
ny of escaping confinement. Bail was set at 
$100,000 and he still is in custody at the jail.

Trusties
Inmates charged with driving while in-

toxicated offenses or lesser crimes, mostly 
misdemeanor, had been eligible to be out-
door trusties where they could mow the 
lawn, clean, maintain the jail property or 

other duties.
“Trusties is a loose 

term,” Pelton added. 
“They are here for a 
reason.”

Now, none of those 
volunteer opportuni-
ties are available to in-
mates.

However, inside 
the jail walls, jobs like 

laundry duty and some cleaning still will be 
conducted by inmates.

Pelton said there have been trusties used 
in Franklin County for many years, and be-
fore the current jail opened.

“Most jails in the nation use them, to help 
cut costs,” he said.

Escapes
There had been two other trusties who es-

caped custody since the jail opened in 1986.
“This has happened in the past,” Pelton 

noted. “We will not put that burden back on 
the citizens again.”

This is the second time in 32 years that 
an inmate escaped from inside the detention 
center. The first incident occurred in 1986 
under Sheriff Paul Bruns. That escapee was 
captured.

Then, a few years ago under Sheriff Gary 
Toelke, an outside trusty walked away from 

Subpoena May 
Force Info on 
Bourbon Virus
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services 
(DHSS) has made no contact with House or Senate legisla-
tors in the last 10 weeks despite severe budget cuts looming 
for the agency.

That’s according to House Budget Committee Vice-Chair-
man State Rep. Justin Alferman, R-Hermann, who says the 
committee is now drafting a subpoena seeking information 
on Bourbon virus testing done on employees at Meramec 
State Park outside Sullivan last summer.

In June 2017 a park employee, Tamela Wilson, 58, Sulli-
van, died from complications related to the virus. Since then 
the DHSS has balked at the requests from The Missourian 
and legislators to divulge information about the full impact 
of the virus, including how many people contracted it.

“I have talked to the Speaker and we are carefully draft-
ing the language for a subpoena,” Alferman told The Mis-
sourian Thursday. “I feel this is of utmost importance for all 
of Missouri if the DHSS is withholding information on this 
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“We will not put 
that burden back on 

citizens again.”
  – Sheriff Steve Pelton
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