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The leadership at St. Francis 
Borgia Regional High School will 
change next school year with a 
new president stepping in.

The co-ed Catholic high 
school will say goodbye to its 
current president, Father Kevin 
Schmittgens, who will leave this 

summer to become pastor at 
Holy Redeemer Parish in Web-
ster Groves. That appointment 
will begin June 25.

Father Kevin has served 30 
years at Borgia High, beginning 
as a teacher and later joining 
the administrative staff. 

The new president, Father 
Mike Boehm, is a familiar face 
to many in the community hav-
ing served as pastor at Our Lady 
of Lourdes Parish and associate 
pastor at St. Francis Borgia Par-
ish in Washington in the past. 
He also served as a volunteer 

fireman and chaplain for the 
Washington Fire Department, a 
role he hopes to step back into 
when he returns.

Father Mike currently is serv-
ing as vicar general/vicar for 
priests for the Archdiocese of St. 
Louis. He will retain the posi-

tion as vicar general while serv-
ing as school president and will 
serve as a priest in residence for 
a local parish which will be an-
nounced soon. He plans to move 
to Washington over the summer.

In a letter to school parents, 
Father Mike said he is “beyond 
excited to join the great family” 
of St. Francis Borgia Regional 

Finding Easter Eggs
These children take off at the start of the Washington Parks Department’s Easter Egg Hunt Sat-

urday, April 13, at the fairgrounds. The parks department hid 3,000 eggs among the Midway Field 
for children ages 1-10. Roughly 200 children participated in the egg hunt. Missourian Photo.

It Takes Muscle to Clean Up the River
Volunteers hefted and rolled old tires pulled from the Missouri River and its banks Sat-

urday morning, April 13, during a cleanup led by Missouri River Relief in Washington. Bar-
rels and other large pieces of trash also were collected. The Missouri River cleanup here 
has become a biennial event, when weather and river levels cooperate.    Missourian Photo. 
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New Borgia High President Named

Former Chief Honored
Longtime Washington Fire Depart-

ment Chief Bill Halmich, who retired 
this past summer, received the Phil Sayer 
Lifetime Achievement Award Saturday 
night, April 13, at the Fire Fighters As-
sociation of Missouri (FFAM) convention 
in Sedalia.

The award is sponsored by the Volunteer 
Firemen’s Insurance Service, in partner-

ship with the FFAM and the Sayer family.
Halmich served as Washington fire 

chief for 37 years and as assistant fire 
chief for six years. He is still with the 
department. The fire chief is elected by 
members of the department and appoint-
ed by the city council.

The lifetime achievement award is pre-

ECC President 
Opposes Bill 
Allowing Guns
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Carrying a concealed weapon is legal in all 50 states, yet there are 10 states 
where it is still illegal to do so on a college campus with, or without a permit.

Just two years ago, a law was passed in Missouri to allow the carrying of weap-
ons without any formal training or state-issued permit.

But, carrying a gun on college campuses still is forbidden, at least for now.
A bill sponsored this session by State Rep. Dean Dohrman, R-La Monte, is 

renewing the college campus and gun rights debate all over the state of Missouri.
On April 9, the House passed HB 575 with an amendment by State Rep. Jared 

Taylor, R-Republic, (House Bill 258) that would add language to several existing 
state statutes to allow weapons to be carried into a public higher education insti-
tution or public elementary or secondary school without the consent of the body 
governing the school. 

Locally
In Franklin County the idea of concealed carry at the community college cam-

pus in Union has a mixed reception.
East Central College President Dr. Jon Bauer says the bill is a mistake and bad 

legislative policy.
“I have lots of concerns and I have expressed those concerns to area legisla-

tors,” Bauer said. “My highest priority is to have the safest campus as possible. I 
fail to see where this legislation does that. I’m concerned this does the opposite.”

Bauer added he is disappointed in the actions of the House.
“We don’t permit weapons on campus, period,” he said. “The college has 

Council Awards
Contract for Street,
Sidewalk Project
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

The Washington City Council Monday approved an ordinance enter-
ing into a contract for the resurfacing of Steutermann and Bieker roads.

Krupp Construction, Ellisville, was the low bidder at $621,416.65. 
The council voted 6-0 to award the contract to Krupp. Council members 
Mark Wessels and Mark Hidritch were not at the meeting.

Plans call for a 3-inch asphalt overlay from Highway A east to the city 
limits at Washington Heights Drive. During the work, sidewalks will be 
installed along Steutermann Road to Highway 47.

The project was approved in the 2015-2018 Transportation Improve-
ment Program (TIP) for the St. Louis region.

There were four other bids for the work: NB West Contracting, 
$659,374.05; K.J. Unnerstall Construction, $666,501; and Pavement So-
lutions, $708,112.58.

The estimate cost for the project was $727,715.55, according to John 
Nilges, public works director.

“The goal is to connect subdivisions like we are doing on Main Street,” 
he said. “That will get people walking off of the street.”

Nilges noted that the Steutermann and Bieker roads project will be done in 
coordination with a Missouri Department of Transportation (MoDOT) project 
to “micro surface” Highway 47 from Third Street to the Norwood Trailer Court.

The project will bring sidewalks along that stretch of Highway 47 into 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance.

“This project will mesh with that (MoDOT) project well,” Nilges said. 
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