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Traffic Data
Study on 47 
Completed
n First Phase of Report 

By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Drivers are more likely to crash on Fridays and 
more accidents take place on Highway 47 around 
3 p.m. than any other time of day.

Those are just a few of the eye-opening stats dis-
covered by the group conducting a study of the 13-
mile corridor between Washington and St. Clair.

In February, the Lochmueller Group was hired 
to perform the study and the municipalities on the 
committee agreed to pay them $185,000. 

Lochmueller project engineer Cheryl Sharp said 
the corridor has been divided into three sections: 
north rural (from Steutermann Road to Indepen-
dence Drive), urban (Union area, including High-
way 50) and south rural (from Highway 50 to the 
North Outer Road outside St. Clair).

“We have done a lot of data collection,” Sharp 
said. “A lot of data collection and gathered a lot of 
historical information.”

Traffic Rates
Sharp explained the analysis collected traffic data 

at eight different points along the corridor: south 
of Steutermann Road, north of Forest Hills Drive, 
north of Independence, between Old County Farm 
Road and Main Street, between Highways 47 and 50, 

Girders Arrive at Bridge Site
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

The steel “belly” girders have 
begun to arrive at the Highway 47 
over the Missouri River bridge con-
struction site.

The girders, which arrived by 
barge, were fabricated in Indiana 
and make up the bulk of the 3 mil-
lion pounds of reinforcing steel being 
used in construction of the bridge.

According to Missouri Depart-
ment of Transportation Area Engi-
neer Judy Wagner, the completed 

bridge will have 11 girders, includ-
ing five sets of steel and six sets of 
concrete girders. The girders vary 
in heights from 10 to 16 feet and 
span up to 500 feet across the river

The barges carrying the girders 
traveled on the Illinois River to the 
Mississippi River near Grafton, Ill.

“We are hoping to get them all 
stored there so they are below the 
(geographic) ice line,” Wagner said. 

Once on the Mississippi River, 
the girders are barged by Hermann 
Sand & Gravel, Inc. to Washington. 
More are expected to be delivered 

over the next few weeks, Wagner 
added.

Bridge Work
The goal still is to have all of the 

work conducted in the river com-
pleted by spring, according to Wag-
ner. Maintaining that schedule is 
important to complete the bridge by 
December 2018.

“That is critical,” she said. “By the 
end of the year we want everything 
in the substructure to be poured. 
We are still on schedule to do that.”

She noted that flooding always 

Beaufort Man Charged 
With Assault of Teens
n Struck Two With Crowbar

A Beaufort area man is charged 
with felonies for allegedly striking two 
teens on the head with a crowbar.

A Franklin County felony com-
plaint was issued Monday, Dec. 18, 
charging Brian K. Epperson, 32, with 
two counts each of first-degree assault 
and armed criminal action. He is be-
ing held in the Franklin County Jail 
on a $25,000 bond.

The felony complaint alleges that 
on Sunday, Dec. 3, Epperson struck 
a 16-year-old female and a teen male 
with a crowbar near Union. 

Deputies responded to the 1200 
block of Evergreen Lane, St. Clair, 
that day where the female victim re-
ported the assault. A family member 
transported the girl to the hospital 
where she was given three staples in 
her head as a result of the assault, ac-
cording to the probable cause state-

ment filed by the Franklin County 
Sheriff ’s Department.  

The same day a deputy responded 
to the Union Police station where the 
18-year-old male victim told authori-
ties he was struck with a crowbar on 
his head by Epperson. The male vic-
tim received six staples in the front of 
his head in the hairline above his left 
eye, according the sheriff ’s office.

Three witnesses identified Epper-
son as the man who struck the teens. 

Epperson was arrested Thursday, 
Dec. 14, in Pacific on a warrant for 
failure to appear in court on charges 
of leaving the scene of a motor vehicle 
accident and driving without insur-
ance. During an interview with police, 
Epperson said he fought with the mi-
nors and pushed them down. He de-
nied striking them with a crowbar, ac-

Looking Great at 108!
Myrtle Schnarre, at right and seated center below, cel-

ebrated her 108th birthday with family Sunday, Dec. 17, 
at Grandview Healthcare Center. “I just take one day at 
a time,” Schnarre said, expecting she’ll feel the same 
Friday morning on her birthday as she does today.  

Schnarre was born Dec. 22, 1909. Among the family 
members shown are her daughter and son-in-law, Phyl-
lis and Rich Westermeyer, and her daughter-in-law, 
Eunice Schnarre, wife of Schnarre’s son, the late Dale 
Schnarre.  

Schnarre grew up in Femme Osage and moved to 
Washington in 1964. At one time she worked at Kud-
des Men’s Wear as a seamstress and also did sewing 
work out of her home. She moved to Grandview in 
2015.  Missourian Photo.

Chicken Calms Nerves
A female therapy chicken named Mike stopped by St. Francis Borgia Regional High 

School Monday, Dec. 18, to calm students’ testing stress. The chicken interacted with 
students during the school’s Final Lap session. Final Lap allows students one last 
chance to check in with teachers before exams begin. From left are Taylor Elmore, Hay-
ley Durbin, Mike and Andy Gross, teacher and owner of the chicken.   Missourian Photo.

• See Analysis Page 2A

City Concern 
About County 
Prop P Vote
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Franklin County officials say they are moving 
forward with a sales tax referendum on the April 
ballot, but some municipalities aren’t pleased with 
the timing.

The largest of those cities is Washington, which 
will have a capital improvement sales tax exten-
sion on the April ballot, and city officials said they 
are concerned they learned about the county’s 
• See Vote Page 2A• See Girders Page 2A

• See Assault Page 2A


