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Weeding ‘Warriors’ Clean Up Riverfront Flowerbeds
A volunteer group of Weeding Wednesday “Warriors” worked together to clean up the flowerbeds in Rennick 

Riverfront Park Wednesday, March 27. The volunteer group meets on the second and fourth Wednesdays of the 
month and selects the location just prior to each gathering. Anyone who would like to be included on the composite 
email list for receiving notification should contact the Washington Parks and Recreation Office at 636-390-1080 
or email Washingtoninbloom@yhti.net. Working in front are Lynne Curtis, left, and Sally Bocklage. In back, from 
left, are Wanda Rogers-Larson, John Steffens and Wayne Dunker. Not shown are volunteers Ann Rall and Paula 
Obermark, and Josh Wargo and Tim Boehmer, who were regrading and reseeding turf.    Missourian Photo.

Are You Still ‘Very Hungry’?
Little Evelyn Bugele looks up at the Very Hungry Caterpillar, who visited Washington Pub-

lic Library Tuesday, March 26, in wonderment of its size and, possibly, if it might still be hun-
gry. The library held a Spring Fling with the popular storybook character in celebration of the 
50th anniversary of “The Very Hungry Caterpillar” by Eric Carle. The celebration included 
crafts, stories, music, refreshments and a visit with the caterpillar itself.   Missourian Photo.
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Route 47 Bridge 
Demo Postponed

Projected levels of the Missouri 
River have led to demolition plans of 
the Highway 47 bridge to be pushed 
back.

The demolition had been scheduled 
for Thursday, April 4.

The decision was made Thursday 
morning when projected levels of the 
Missouri River were updated by the 
National Weather Service.

There has not been a specific date 
given. 

Marschel Wrecking LLC, Fenton, 
is the subcontractor conducting the 

bridge demolition.
A key factor in the demolition deci-

sion is the Missouri River level. In or-
der to proceed with the blast, the river 
must be below 17-18 feet, MoDOT of-
ficials have stated.

The forecast for the morning of 
April 4 is over 20 feet.

According to MoDOT Area Engi-
neer Judy Wagner, it will take about 
six days to pack the explosives to 
demo the bridge. Once the packing be-
gins, the only weather event that will 

Mercy Staff  
Prepares for 
Bridge Blast
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Mercy Hospital officials are urging patients and 
the general public to be aware of restrictions and 
increased security on the day of the Highway 47 
bridge implosion.

With the close proximity to the bridge and the 
sensitivity of equipment and patient care, Direc-
tor of Support Services for the Washington facility 
Bill Hellebusch says the staff is taking all efforts 
to make the implosion as exciting and nondisrup-
tive as possible.

“We want to make it fun, but we can’t allow it 
to affect patient safety,” he said. “If you are in the 
building that day, you will know the implosion is 
about to happen and it will not sneak up on any-
body. We are one of only 12 entities that will have 
a radio in direct contact with the wrecking crew.”

Hellebusch said the morning of the blast, which 
has been delayed at least one week due to the rising 
river level, multiple announcements will be made 

Critical of Evacuation
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

A parent of two students at Washing-
ton High School voiced her concerns at 
Tuesday’s school board meeting about 
how officials handled the evacuation of 
students following a bomb threat last 
month.

Beverly Brautigam said had the threat 
been real, or a ruse to get students out of 
the building, the teens would have been 
“sitting ducks” on the field.

“It’s been done before,” she said, re-
ferring to other school shootings in the 
country.

A threatening message written on a 

Tuesday’s Ballot 
Features Races, 
Propositions

At the polls Tuesday, Washington area voters will be asked to vote on Proposi-
tion S, which school district officials say is important for the future of students.

All registered voters within the Washington School District can weigh in on 
the $26 million zero tax-rate increase bond issue to fund a new school and close 
the aging South Point Elementary.

If approved, the bond money also will provide funds to construct secure vesti-
bule entryways at all schools, purchase visitor management systems and make 
ADA accessibility improvements districtwide.

A second proposition that many in Washington will decide is Prop L, a 10-
cent tax levy increase, raising property taxes to the same level as the Scenic 
Regional Library District.

The library district’s current levy is 10 cents per $100 assessed valuation. 
The library board is proposing to double the levy to 20 cents per $100 assessed 
valuation.

The property tax generates about $125,000 annually. If the tax hike is ap-
proved by voters, it would generate approximately $250,000.

Not every Washington resident is part of the city library district. 
A 1965 state law froze the boundaries of city library districts. Since that 

time, the city’s boundaries have grown, but all newly annexed areas are under 
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