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Board Backs Bauer to Lead College
By Kavahn Mansouri
Missourian Staff Writer

East Central College Board of 
Trustees President Ann Hartley 
said Thursday that she and the 
board have confidence in Presi-
dent Dr. Jon Bauer and that it’s 
time to get to work and fix the 
problems at the college.

“We will all roll up our 
sleeves and get to work — even 
harder than we have been,” she 

said. “Dr. Bauer and the entire 
board only want one thing: the 
very best for East Central Col-
lege, and we believe that can 
happen.”

The board’s support for Bau-
er comes in the wake of a no 
confidence vote by the faculty 
and staff at ECC.

At the board’s meeting last 
week, the ECC National Edu-
cation Association announced 
that a vote had been conducted 
and 65 percent of all faculty, 
support and professional staff 
believe Bauer cannot lead the 
college through the challenges 
it currently faces.

Former NEA president Sue 
Henderson said those chal-
lenges, aside from the college’s 
accreditation troubles, include 
a plummet in quality of life at 
the school over the past five 
years, a lack of shared gover-
nance, administration ignoring 
the plight of its employees and 

“many” previous warnings from 
the Higher Learning Commis-
sion about problem areas.

Henderson went on to add 
that a large portion of the col-
lege’s employees believe the 
board has been widely inactive 
about any of the complaints and 
the warning signs that the NEA 
believes show Bauer is incapa-
ble of leading the college.

“Over and over and over 

Measure 
Expands
School 
Officers
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

The “concept” of pursu-
ing school protection officers 
should be a decision of local 
school boards, said Washing-
ton School District Superin-
tendent Dr. Lori VanLeer.

The Missouri House this 
week moved to expand who 
can carry concealed weapons 
into schools.

The bill, approved Tuesday 
in an 85-59 vote, would allow 
school districts to designate 
any employee as a school pro-
tection officer, which would 
make them eligible to carry 

Playing With History
Landon Apprill watches a wooden button spin on a string Thursday, May 10, during the 

Washington Historical Society’s annual history days for area fourth-graders. Students learned 
about Rosie the Riveter and old-time games, listened to stories from women from 100 years 
ago, had a chance to see an antique fire truck and learned about zithers. The event was held 
May 10-11 at Our Lady of Lourdes School.    Missourian Photo. 

Piglet Goes to Preschool
A lesson about farm animals had St. Francis Borgia preschoolers smiling, squirming and squeal-

ing just like the piglet that visited their classroom Friday, May 11. From left are Allison Voss, Riley 
Simpson and Jase Taylor.    Missourian Photo.

DHSS Ignores 
Subpoena for 
Testing Data
n Budget Slashed

By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

A deadline came and went this week with still no an-
swers released about Bourbon virus testing in Franklin 
County and lawmakers are getting even more frustrated.

On Tuesday, a subpoena from the House Budget Com-
mittee was ignored and instead legal counsel for the Mis-
souri Department of Health and Senior Services (DHSS) 
doubled down on withholding the information.

All while large cuts to the DHSS director’s staff budget 
of about $800,000 were approved in the state budget.

The cuts, proposed by Budget Committee vice-chair-
man State Rep. Justin Alferman, R-Hermann, include the 
elimination of eight full-time equivalent positions from 
the director’s office for 2019.

General Counsel for the DHSS, Nikki Loethen, told 
lawmakers, litigation may be needed to get the issue re-
solved and it will be up to the courts to determine whether 
or not the testing information can be disclosed.

Meramec State Park Assistant Superintendent Tamela 
Wilson died just last summer from complications related 
to the ultra-rare Bourbon virus.

Wilson lived in the park outside Sullivan and was bit-
ten by a seed tick on Memorial Day weekend.

Since then, more than 7,000 ticks were collected from 
the park and tested negative for the virus.

According to the Department of Natural Resources, 

Study:
Station 
Needed
n In Southeast 

Washington
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

Preliminary findings for a 
fire station location and In-
surance Service Office (ISO) 
benchmark study are pointing 
to a new facility in southeast 
Washington.

That’s according to Stuart 
McCutcheon, project manager 
with Emergency Services Con-
sulting International (ESCI), 
who presented initial studies 
to the Washington City Coun-
cil this past week.

“There is a lot of new devel-

n After Staff No Confidence Vote

• See College Page 2A

• See Measure Page 2A• See Station Page 2A

• See DHSS Page 2A


