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‘Jesus, Remember Me’
After the final prayer and song, “Jesus, Remember Me,” at St. Francis Borgia’s The Way of the Cross devotional 

concert for Lent Sunday, March 11, students exited out of the church. From left are Madelyn Christiansen, Devynn 
Calvin, Jackson Clark (partially hidden) and Alexa Piontek. The concert, which includes prayers and songs for each 
Station of the Cross, is available as a CD package so people can pray on their own.   Missourian Photo.

Tax Crucial to Emergency Response
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

The renewal of Washing-
ton’s capital improvement 
sales tax will play a major role 
in future plans for emergency 
response in the southeast sec-
tion of the city.

Washington residents first 
passed the half-cent capi-
tal improvement sales tax in 
1989. On April 3, they will be 
asked to renew the tax for an 
additional eight years.

Fire Chief Bill Halmich says 
the department has always re-

lied on the tax for some fund-
ing, but it is more important 
now than ever before.

“This will have tremendous 
impact,” Halmich said. “Sta-
tions and fire trucks cost mon-
ey and we need them in the 
southeast section of the city.”

In addition to a new firehouse 
proposed to be built on property 
owned jointly with Franklin 
County in the South Point de-
velopment, Halmich said an ad-

ditional water tower is needed 
in that area for water supply. 

He would also like to see 
more roads connected to allow 
better access to both commer-
cial and residential areas to 
increase response times.

Currently, the fire depart-
ment responses are broken 
into eight separate districts. 
The response times are based 
mainly on the proximity to fire 
stations and how quickly vol-

unteers can get to those sta-
tions and respond to emergen-
cy scenes.

For example, in District 1, 
which is the core of town near-
est to fire headquarters, the re-
sponse times are just over 3 1/2 
minutes.

Adversely, in the westernmost 
District 8, the response times 
are more than 8 1/2 minutes.

The South Point area being fo-
cused on now, is in District 4 and 

response times are 5 minutes.
Technology  

In addition to big items like 
stations and trucks, Halmich 
said the capital sales tax has 
played a vital role in helping 
the department keep up with 
evolving technology. But high 
technology comes with high 
price tags.

Thermal imaging cameras 
have become a staple of fire 
response all over the country 
in the past decade. When they 
were first introduced, they were 
cumbersome and could cost as 

Water Tower
Project Now
Underway
n Expected to Be 

Completed May 15
By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

The first of several rounds of work at the Crest-
view water tower started Monday. 

Water/Wastewater Superintendent Kevin Qua-
ethem said the first wave of Maquire Iron crews 
are on site working on the phase one of the paint-
ing project. In the coming weeks, more crews will 
be in the area for various phases of the project.

“It’s a staged process,” he said.
Maquire Iron, Sioux Falls, S.D., will strip all 

the existing paint off the tower before applying a 
fresh new coat. The project will cost $598,100.

Because the base layer contains lead paint, the 
entire tower will be “tented” in a canopy while be-
ing stripped and repainted. 

To prep for the work, the tank was recently 
drained and the site was cleared to make way for 
equipment. The first phase, which is underway 

Bill Would 
Up Juvenile 
Court Age
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

Missouri is one of just five states that 
tries 17-year-old suspects as adults — 
there has been legislation introduced to 
change that.

Senate Bill 793 would up the age of 
suspects to be charged as adults to 18. 
The bill was unanimously approved last 
week by the Senate but still must go 
through the House where a similar bill 
was approved last year. 

Proponents of the change argue that 
charging 17-year-olds as adults makes 
them more likely to commit crimes after 
they turn 18 because a criminal record can 
lead to unemployment, and other factors. 

In the past seven years, several states, 
including Illinois, Connecticut, Massa-
chusetts, Mississippi, New Hampshire 
and Rhode Island, have raised the age of 
juvenile court jurisdiction up to the age 
of 18.

Today, Missouri, along with Texas, 
Georgia, Wisconsin and Michigan, still 
charges 17-year-olds as adults.

Franklin County Prosecutor Bob Parks 

WFD Fire 
Calls Jump 
Last Year
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

If you called the Washington Fire De-
partment (WFD) in 2017, the volunteers 
were at your door in less than five minutes.

Just under 600 times last year volun-
teers dropped what they were doing and 
put their lives on the line for neighbors 
and total strangers in Washington.

The WFD answered 597 calls for ser-
vice in 2017, which was up by 42 over the 
previous year.

Overall, crews racked up 395 hours of ac-
cumulated time responding to emergencies 
with an average on scene time of 36 minutes.

Fire Chief Bill Halmich said one of 
the driving forces of his department is to 
have an emergency mitigated before the 
first 20-minute status check.

“Sixty-two percent (370) of our re-
sponses were within city limits,” Halmich 
explained. “An additional 143 (38 per-
cent) were in the unincorporated portions 
of the district. We also gave mutual aid to 
neighboring departments 57 times.”

The WFD responded to Marthasville 

Catching Some Air
Steven Maune skates at the Washington Optimist Skate Park Monday 

evening, March 12. Maune skated at the park into the evening with the 
extra light from daylight saving time.  Missourian Photo.
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