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Making Way for a Trail
City of Washington crews worked on clearing a path for a new asphalt trail surface for the western expansion of 

the Rotary Riverfront Trail Monday, Oct. 2. In late September, the city awarded a contract to Gateway Design and 
Construction Services to asphalt the trail. The contract will pay the Valley Park-based company $106,400 with work 
having to be finished by Tuesday, Oct. 31.   Missourian Photo.

Demonstrates SWAT Robot 
Lt. Mike Richardson, supervisor of special operations and SWAT, with the 

Franklin County Sheriff’s office, controls the MK4 robot purchased earlier 
this year with a grant. The robot can be used in SWAT incidents to gather 
information and communicate with a suspect. This is the sheriff’s office’s 
third robot. The robot has a 4-foot arm with a claw that can open doors and 
grab items. There are four cameras and a video screen on the controller. 
The robot can climb stairs and be upgraded.   Missourian Photo. 

Washington 
Band Fest 
Saturday
n Parade, Field Events

The 49th annual Washington Marching Band 
Festival will take place this Saturday, Oct.7.

Hosted by Washington High School, the festival 
will again feature a parade and field competition 
with 2,000 students from 37 schools participating.

The parade through Downtown Washington will 
begin at 8:30 a.m.

The field competition, which will be held at 
Rauch Field at Washington High School, will be-
gin at 11:30 a.m.

Ryan Lovell, Washington band director, said his 
students are excited to serve as host.

Lovell said the festival is always a major under-
taking and more than 200 volunteers, including 
parents, staff and others, will help to put it on.

“We are extremely lucky to always have more 
than enough people willing to put this event to-
gether,” he said.

There will be an admission charge for the field 

New Policy 
For Salary 
Approval
n Under Review
By Gregg Jones 
Missourian Staff Writer

The Washington City Council will look 
further into streamlining the municipal 
government when the council considers re-
moving board approval of salaries for three 
positions.

City Administrator Darren Lamb Mon-
day told the council that ordinances ad-
dressing pay for the city clerk, finance 
director, and the community economic de-
velopment director will be presented Oct. 
16.

A similar policy was approved earlier 
this year that removed board approval for 
the city’s emergency management director 
when Mark Skornia was appointed to the 
post.

If the ordinances are approved, the city 
administrator is the only position that will 
require salary to be approved by ordinance.

According to Lamb, the city now has a 
compensation plan that helps to determine 
salaries for the clerk, finance director and 
the economic development director posi-
tions.

“We already have a pay plan in place 
and this is one less ordinance that you will 
have to deal with,” he said. 

Lamb explained the three positions re-
port to the city administrator and perfor-

Third Robot 
For County 
SWAT Team
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

The Franklin County SWAT Team has a 
new tool in its arsenal that could help save 
lives.

The sheriff ’s office purchased an ICOR Tech-
nology Caliber MK4 robot through a grant ear-
lier this year. The robot has been in use by the 
department for over two months, but it has not 
yet been used in a real life situation.

The cost of the robot was $53,000, which was 
paid through a St. Louis Area Regional Re-
sponse System (STARRS) grant, which is funded 
through the U.S. Department of Homeland Se-
curity (DHS).

“It is priceless when it comes to the preserva-
tion of life of an officer who could be killed in the 
line of duty,” said Sheriff Steve Pelton.

New Equipment
The MK4 is the third robot owned by the de-

partment, and it offers upgrades over the previ-
ous two. 

One advantage of the new robot, which fea-
tures a 4-foot extending arm with a claw, is it can 
open doors, according to Lt. Mike Richardson — 
supervisor of special operations and SWAT. 

“The other two were stumped at a closed 
door,” he added. 

A video of the robot opening a door can be seen 
online at emissourian.com. 

The claw also can grab items.
A key use of the robot is communicating with 

a suspect who may be barricaded inside a build-
ing. 

There are four cameras on the equipment as 

Fire District Beefs Up Water Supply
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Big fires require big water 
and the newly formed Washing-
ton Community Fire Protection 
District is beefing up its fire 
suppression arsenal with a new 
2,100-gallon water tanker.

Fire Chief Bill Halmich says 
at the formation of the new dis-

trict, the first priority would be 
to strengthen the amount of wa-
ter they can get to the scene.

U.S. Tanker LLC, based in 
Delavan, Wisc., was the low 
bidder on the new apparatus 
that comes with a base price tag 
of $269,000.

Halmich estimates an ad-
ditional $13,000 to $15,000 for 
lettering and equipment, in-
cluding a portable water tank 
and hoses, will be needed before 
the truck goes into service.

Currently, the department 
has one tanker that runs on all 

first-alarm fires.
Once the new tanker is in 

service, most likely in January, 
it will immediately double the 
amount of water available at a 
rural fire in areas without fire 
hydrants.

“We are the only fire district 

in the area to only have one 
tanker,” Halmich said. “We pur-
chased the tanker we have now 
in 2001.”

The chief added, although 
the frequency of fires requiring 
tanker shuttles had decreased 
over the past few years, they 
still have between six and eight 
calls per year that require extra 

n New Tanker Arrives in December
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