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Chair: Fair 
Planning 
On Track
n ‘Your Bridge to Fun’

By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

Planning for the Washington Town & Country 
Fair is going smoothly, according to Chairman Bri-
an Gildehaus.

“We are wrapping up details and putting the 
final pieces together,” Gildehaus told The Missou-
rian. “We are on track for August.”

Less than six weeks out, the 89th annual Wash-
ington Fair will open Wednesday, Aug. 1, and run 
through Sunday, Aug. 5, at the city fairgrounds.

This year’s theme is “Your Bridge to Fun,” a nod 
to the construction of the new Highway 47 bridge 
over the Missouri River.

“With a new bridge changing the Washington 
landscape, we felt it would be fitting to use this 
year’s Fair theme to mark time and celebrate this 
historic event,” Gildehaus said. “Like the bridge, 
the Fair has been a connection point in our com-
munity — a place to gather together, a place to 
serve the community and a place to have fun.”

The legacy of the Fair and its success are due to 
the volunteers, he noted.

“The Fair Board is very thankful for all of the 
volunteers and appreciative of all of the contribu-
tions made to this great Fair,” Gildehaus said.

Improvements
A focus this year for the board and parks depart-

Calling 911
Can Be Taught
To Children
n Determined by Maturity
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

Teaching children to call 911 has proven to be a 
lifesaver in some situations.

However, it can be difficult to establish a blan-
ket age that children should be taught to call 
emergency dispatchers.

That’s according to dispatchers with Franklin 
County Communications/911, who agree that the 
maturity of a child is the most important factor 
when asking what is the right age to teach them.

Tim Lindemeyer, dispatch supervisor, esti-
mates that 20 percent of 911 calls in Franklin 
County are made by children under the age of 
15. Of those, he added, about 5 percent are “true 
emergencies.”

“Allowing children of any age to call 911 is an 
idea we should encourage,” he said. 

Lindemeyer said day care workers try to teach 
children to know their parents’ names and ad-

County May Vacate Roads
By Monte Miller
Missourian staff Writer

Property owners may soon be re-
sponsible for maintaining several 
roads Franklin County chooses to 
vacate.

The issue was presented this 

week by Second District Commis-
sioner Dave Hinson, who was con-
tacted about a gravel road in the 
Gray Summit area that he says ac-
cesses only one inhabitable struc-
ture.

“It’s basically no more than a 
driveway and it’s only 600 or 700 

feet long,” Hinson said. “I don’t 
think that’s a good use of taxpayer 
money for us to maintain it.”

Hinson said it is the county’s 
intent to compile a list of similar 
roads like this to assess their use-
fulness and whether or not county 

Summer Strings
The Washington Town & Country Fair queen contestants learned about the history of zithers at the Washington 

Historical Society Museum Thursday, June 21, during their Day in Washington. Zithers are German instruments 
with 30 to 40 strings that are plucked. Zithers used to be made in Washington. From left are Payton Keene, Emily 
Lochirco, Lauren Click, Meggan Harman and Kelsi Schroeder.   Missourian Photo.

Present Fallen Soldier’s Flag
Members of H.E.R.O.E.S Care Tuesday presented an American flag for Lance Cpl. Matthew Snyder, USMC, to 

the Franklin County Sheriff’s Department to display in a place of honor and remember the sacrifice of all our vet-
erans. The flag was flown on the lawn in front of the St. Louis Art Museum’s Art Hill in September 2016 with other 
“Flags of Valor” in remembrance of 7,021 military men and women who lost their lives in the War on Terror. Pictured 
in the front row, from left, are D.A.R.E. officer James O’Fallon, Maj. T.J. Wild, Sheriff Steve Pelton, April Eads and 
Lynnette Busse, representing H.E.R.O.E.S Care. In the back is Deputy Chris Ball. Snyder died March 3, 2006, in 
the Amber Province of Iraq in a Humvee accident.   Missourian Photo.

City Solves Train Whistle “Mystery”
By Gregg Jones 
Missourian Staff Writer

An answer finally has 
emerged as to why train whis-
tles have been blowing on the 
Washington Riverfront railroad 
tracks, in an area designated a 
quiet zone more than a decade 
ago.

John Nilges, Washington’s 

director of public services, said 
a concrete passenger unloading 
strip at the passenger depot at 
Lafayette Street is triggering 
an automatic function in trains 
that sounds the whistle.

Mainline freight trains con-
tinue to have Positive Train 

Control (PTC) mechanisms in-
stalled due to a federal man-
date made under the George 
W. Bush administration in Sep-
tember 2008. 

“If the human component 
does not blow or slow down 
around the corner, the com-

puter mechanism will slow the 
train down or blow the horn,” 
Nilges said. 

“It’s just a backup, insur-
ance,” he added. “In doing so 
though, the passenger depot 
was not identified as a passen-
ger crossing.”

Nilges further explained that 
the piece of concrete between 
the two trails where passengers 
get off westbound trains is not 
part of the original quiet zone 
established in about 2006. That 
piece of concrete is owned by 
the city.

According to Nilges, there 
still is a quiet zone intact from 

n Changes to Railroad Quiet Zone
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