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New Fire Chief Takes Command
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

In a nod to military tradition, 
command for the Washington 
Fire Department was trans-
ferred from outgoing Chief 
Bill Halmich to new Chief Tim 
Frankenberg during a symbolic 
ceremony Tuesday evening, 
July 3.

In the first of three transfers, 
the department flag was passed 
to the new chief from the old, 

then Halmich signed off the 
command car with his badge 
number 1051 and transferred 
command to Frankenberg and 
his badge number 1072.

At that time, Chief Franken-
berg officially signed on in the 
command car and the transfer 
was complete.

Frankenberg assumes the 
top spot after 23 years with the 

department, working his way 
up through the ranks serving 
as a lieutenant, captain and 
most recently deputy chief for 
the last seven years.

In his remarks Tuesday 
night, Frankenberg honored 
the past and was optimistic 
about the future.

“I promise to do my best to 
lead with integrity and to do all 

in my power to preserve the tra-
dition of service that has been 
the hallmark of the Washing-
ton Volunteer Fire Company,” 
he said. “The foundation laid 
by our predecessors is solid as 
shown by the facilities, appa-
ratus, training and operation. 
There is a ‘Washington Way’ 
and it is our duty to continue 
that forward.”

Frankenberg added there 
are big shoes to fill and Hal-
mich will still be around to 
keep everyone on the straight 
and narrow.

“It is truly a worthy cause 
that we members of this de-
partment undertake in these 
buildings, with this equipment 
and training,” he said. “It may 
sound cliché, but our people are 
our greatest asset. The men 
and women of the fire company 

College Hires
A Director of
Effectiveness
n To Begin in August

By Kavahn Mansouri
Missourian Staff Writer

A new position that is hoped will help with “big picture 
thinking” at East Central College has been filled.

Dr. Michelle L. Smith will begin her work as the college’s 
first executive director of institutional effectiveness in Au-
gust.

The position has been slated as a possible answer to the 
college’s issues with connecting the different arms of the col-
lege.

Smith has served as the Missouri Professional Learning 
Communities (MO PLC) data and web coordinator since 
2012, where she collected and analyzed data from hundreds 
of school districts across Missouri.

She also has coordinated program evaluation of MO PLC, 
facilitated data-based decision making, assessed implemen-
tation of best practices in exemplary school districts and 
maintained web and technological resources for the orga-
nizations.

Before she began her work at MO PLC, she worked at 

Transfer of Command
Outgoing Washington Fire Chief Bill Halmich, right, passes the fire company flag to new Chief Tim 

Frankenberg in a military-inspired transfer of command ceremony at fire headquarters Tuesday, July 
3. Halmich is stepping down after 37 years as chief of the department. Missourian Photo.

Eye on the Ball
Jake Buhr kept his eye on the ball during a game of shaving cream baseball Tuesday, July 3, at Camp 

Washington. Shaving cream baseball is a summer tradition at Camp Washington.   Missourian Photo.

Griesheimer
Retires From 
Public Service
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

In 1981, John Griesheimer walked into a 
Washington City Council meeting for the first 
time to sell pickup trucks.

Thirty-six years later, he is retiring as one of 
the longest serving public servants to the resi-
dents of Franklin County.

In that time, he has served as a city council-
man, first district county commissioner, state 
representative, state senator, and back again 
to presiding commissioner of Franklin County.

Over his 36-year career, Griesheimer was 
undefeated in all 15 of the elections in which he 
was a candidate.

“I just wanted to sell cars all my life,” he said. “I never had 
any inkling of going into politics. Then I started going to the 
city council meetings and really got into what they were doing, 
planning the direction of the city, and I realized I wanted to be 
involved.”

Now that all is said and done, the accidental politician says 
helping people was always his goal and he hopes to continue 
that even in his retirement.

“I’ve had to make some tough decisions in my career,” 
Griesheimer said. “I always did what I thought was right and 
for the best of everyone as a whole.”

Top Three
In his career that has included local, county and state govern-

ment, Griesheimer says his top accomplishment was getting the 

n Continuing the “Washington Way”
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