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a super View
The moon appeared to be larger than normal Monday, Jan. 1, near Augusta Bottom 

Road. This effect is called a super moon and is created when a full moon is close to 
Earth.                                                                                                             Missourian Photo.

artwork for senator
When Sen. Roy Blunt visited Washington recently he was presented this painting by 

artist Gary Lucy, left. Sen. Blunt visited old buildings that were renovated with the help 
of federal tax credits.                                                                                Missourian Photo.

California Mudslide Takes 
Lives of Elderly, Young

 MONTECITO, Calif. 
(AP) — The oldest victim 
swept away in a California 
mudslide was Jim Mitchell, 
who had celebrated his 89th 
birthday the day before. He 
died with his wife of more 
than 50 years, Alice.

The youngest, 3-year-old 
Kailly Benitez, was one of 
four children killed.

As their names and those 
of 14 other victims were re-
leased Thursday, crews kept 
digging through the muck 
and rubble looking for more 
people.

“At this moment, we are 
still looking for live vic-
tims,” Santa Barbara fire 
Capt. Gary Pitney said. But 
he confessed: “The likeli-
hood is increasing that we’ll 
be finding bodies, not survi-
vors. You have to start ac-
cepting the reality of that.”

The Mitchells were in 
love with their home in the 
seaside enclave of Montecito 
where they moved in 1995, 
according to their daughter. 
They also loved their dog, 
Gigi, who is missing.

The other children killed 
were 6-year-old Peerawat 
Sutthithepn, 10-year-old 
Jonathan Benitez and 
12-year-old Sawyer Co-
rey. None of the adult dead 
shared their last names.

All of the dead were 

killed by “multiple traumat-
ic injuries due to flash flood 
with mudslides,” authori-
ties said.

Five people were miss-
ing as of early Friday, down 
from as many as 43 a day 
earlier, said Amber Ander-
son, a spokeswoman for 
Santa Barbara County.

Sheriff Bill Brown gave 
the larger number Thurs-
day but cautioned that 
many or most of those peo-
ple may simply have been 
unreachable to the family 
and friends who reported 
they couldn’t find them.

“We were able to find 
people,” Anderson said, 
but added that the number 
could continue to fluctu-
ate greatly. She said some 
missing-person reports are 
quickly cleared but others 
take time to resolve.

Pitney said many res-
cues were still happening 
Wednesday and Thursday, 
but most if not all were of 
people who were safe but 
just wanted to get out of the 
area.

Among the searchers were 
more than a dozen firefight-
ers who climbed through 
rubble in the backyard of a 
mansion that had been torn 
apart. Some rescuers used 
poles to probe the muck for 
bodies, while others waded 

chest-deep in the mire. Two 
black Labrador retrievers 
swam around a debris-filled 
swimming pool, trying to 
pick up any scent.

Crews marked places 
where bodies were found, 
often far away from a home, 
and used that information 
to guess where other vic-
tims might have ended up 
as the surging mud carried 
or buried them.

The mudslide, touched 
off by heavy rain, took 
many homeowners by sur-
prise early Tuesday, de-
spite warnings issued days 
in advance that mudslides 
were possible because re-
cent wildfires had stripped 
hillsides of vegetation that 
normally holds soil in place.

The disaster was already 
unfolding when Santa Bar-
bara County officials sent 
out their first cellphone 
alert at 3:50 a.m. County 
emergency manager Jeff 
Gater said officials decided 
not to send one sooner out 
of concern it might not be 
taken seriously.

As the rainwater made 
its way downhill with gath-
ering force, it pried boulders 
from the ground and picked 
up trees and other debris 
that flattened homes, cars 
and carried at least one 
body a mile away.

Africa Startled by Trump’s 
Sudden, Vulgar Attention

JOHANNESBURG (AP) 
— Africans were shocked 
on Friday to find President 
Donald Trump had finally 
taken an interest in their 
continent. But it wasn’t what 
people had hoped for.

Using vulgar language, 
Trump on Thursday ques-
tioned why the U.S. would 
accept more immigrants from 
Haiti and “shithole coun-
tries” in Africa rather than 
places like Norway in reject-
ing a bipartisan immigration 
deal. On Friday he denied us-
ing that language.

The African Union conti-
nental body told The Associ-
ated Press it was “frankly 
alarmed” by Trump’s com-
ments.

“Given the historical real-
ity of how many Africans ar-
rived in the United States as 
slaves, this statement flies 
in the face of all accepted 
behavior and practice,” AU 
spokeswoman Ebba Kalondo 
said.

Some African govern-
ments found themselves in 
an awkward position. As top 
recipients of U.S. aid, some 
hesitated to jeopardize it by 
criticizing Trump, especially 
as his administration has 
sought to slash foreign assis-
tance.

“Unless it was specifically 
said about South Sudan, we 
have nothing to say,” South 
Sudan government spokes-
man Ateny Wek Ateny told 
the AP.

But Botswana’s govern-
ment called Trump’s com-
ment “reprehensible and 
racist,” saying the U.S. 
ambassador had been sum-
moned to clarify whether 
the country was regarded so 
poorly after years of cordial 
relations. Senegal’s Presi-
dent Macky Sall said he was 
shocked and that “Africa and 
the black race merit the re-
spect and consideration of 
all.”

Both nations have been 
praised by the U.S. govern-
ment as stable democracies 
in the region.

South Africa’s ruling Afri-
can National Congress called 
Trump’s comments “extreme-
ly offensive,” while opposition 
leader Mmusi Maimane said 
“the hatred of Obama’s roots 
now extends to an entire con-
tinent.” Uganda’s state min-
ister for international rela-
tions, Henry Okello Oryem, 
called the remarks “unfor-
tunate and regrettable” and 
hoped that heads of state will 
reply at an African Union 
summit later this month.

African media outlets and 
the continent’s young, in-
creasingly connected popula-
tion were not shy, with some 
tweeting sleek photos of Af-
rican landscapes and urban 
areas with the hashtag of the 
word.

“Well, that is the perfect 
definition of racism. That is 
all I have to say,” Kenyan 
entrepreneur Wangui Mura-
guri told the AP in response 
to Trump.

“Casual Friday at the 
White House is soon to in-
clude hoods and tiki torches 
at this rate,” South African 
media outlet Daily Maverick 
wrote.

Trump’s comments were 
“shocking and shameful” 
and “I’m sorry, but there’s no 
other word one can use but 
racist,” said a spokesman for 
the U.N. human rights office, 
Rupert Colville.

Many on the world’s sec-
ond most populous continent 
reached for their smart-
phones, long-practiced in 
defending it from easy ste-
reotypes. While 40 percent of 
the world’s poor live in sub-
Saharan Africa, according to 
the International Monetary 
Fund, the region also has bil-
lionaires, reality shows and a 
growing middle class.

Trump, Sort of, Denies 
Some Vulgar Comments
n In Meeting About Immigrants

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Donald Trump on 
Friday denied using certain 
“language” as fury spread 
over his comments about im-
migration during a private 
meeting with lawmakers.

But neither he nor the 
White House denied the 
most controversial of his 
comments: using the word 
“shithole” to describe coun-
tries in Africa and saying 
he would prefer immigrants 
from countries like Norway 
instead.

During an Oval Office 
meeting on Thursday, Trump 
questioned why the U.S. 
would accept more immi-
grants from Haiti and “shit-
hole countries” in Africa as 
he rejected a bipartisan im-
migration deal, according 
to people briefed on the ex-
traordinary Oval Office con-
versation.

“The language used by me 
at the DACA meeting was 
tough, but this was not the 
language used,” Trump in-
sisted in a series of Friday 
morning tweets. “What was 
really tough was the out-
landish proposal made - a big 
setback for DACA.”

But Sen. Dick Durbin, the 
only Democrat in the room, 

disputed the president’s ac-
count.

“He said these hate-filled 
things and he said them re-
peatedly,” Durbin said,

Durbin added, “When the 
question was asked about 
Haitians ... he said, ‘Hai-
tians? Do we need more Hai-
tians?’”

Trump took particular is-
sue with the characterization 
of his comments on Haiti.

“Never said anything de-
rogatory about Haitians oth-
er than Haiti is, obviously, a 
very poor and troubled coun-
try. Never said “take them 
out.” Made up by Dems,” 
Trump wrote. “I have a 
wonderful relationship with 
Haitians. Probably should 
record future meetings - un-
fortunately, no trust!”

The Trump administra-
tion announced late last year 
that it would end a tempo-
rary residency permit pro-
gram that allowed nearly 
60,000 citizens from Haiti to 
live and work in the United 
States following a devas-
tating 2010 earthquake. 
The Washington Post said 
that during the meeting he 
said immigrants from Haiti 
should be left out of any new 
agreement approved by Con-

gress.
Trump’s contemptuous 

blanket description of Afri-
can countries startled law-
makers in the meeting and 
immediately revived charges 
that the president is racist. 
The White House on Thurs-
day did not deny his remark 
but issued a statement say-
ing Trump supports immi-
gration policies that welcome 
“those who can contribute to 
our society.”

Trump’s comments came 
as two senators presented 
details of a bipartisan com-
promise that would extend 
protections against deporta-
tion for hundreds of thou-
sands of young immigrants 
— and also strengthen bor-
der protections, as Trump 
has insisted.

The lawmakers had 
hoped Trump would back 
their accord, an agreement 
among six senators evenly 
split among Republicans 
and Democrats, ending a 
monthslong, bitter dispute 
over protecting the “dream-
ers.” But the White House 
later rejected it, plunging 
the issue back into uncer-
tainty just eight days before 
a deadline that threatens a 
government shutdown.

Greitens Fighting for 
Political Life After Affair

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. 
(AP) — Admitting to an ex-
tramarital affair but deny-
ing anything more, Missouri 
Gov. Eric Greitens appears 
to be digging in for a fight to 
preserve his political life as 
other public officials weigh 
whether to stand with or 
against the once rising Re-
publican star.

Greitens met with Cabinet 
members and placed phone 
calls to rally support Thurs-
day while his attorney fended 
off with firm denials a smat-
tering of accusations that 
Greitens had acted violently, 
taken a revealing photo or 
tried to blackmail the woman 
to remain silent about their 
2015 affair.

Within 24 hours of ac-
knowledging the affair in 
a contrite statement late 
Wednesday, Greitens’ camp 
had shifted to suggesting he 
was the target of “a politi-
cal hit piece” — even as the 
St. Louis circuit attorney 
launched a criminal investi-
gation.

“This is a three-year-old 
personal matter that pres-
ents no matters of public or 
legal interest,” Greitens’ at-
torney Jim Bennett said in 
a statement. “The facts will 
prove that fully.”

Has to Be Airtight
For Greitens to survive 

politically, it’s vital that the 
facts remain exactly as he 

said — that he had an af-
fair and nothing more, said 
several Republican political 
consultants with decades of 
experience.

“The most important thing 
in a crisis is your very first 
public communication. It has 
to be the truth, and it has to 
be airtight,” said Republican 
consultant John Hancock, 
who has survived his own 
personal and political crises, 
most recently as a former 
state party chairman.

Greitens acknowledged 
being “unfaithful” in his 
marriage after St. Louis tele-
vision station KMOV aired 
part of an audio recording of 
a woman telling her husband 
about a sexual encounter 
with Greitens. The woman, 
who was Greitens’ hairdress-
er, is now divorced from the 
man who had secretly record-
ed their conversation.

On the recording, she 
said Greitens had taped her 
hands, blindfolded her and 
taken a photo while warning, 
“’You’re never going to men-
tion my name.” The ex-hus-
band’s attorney said Thurs-
day that his client had told 
him Greitens also slapped 
the woman at a later time.

Greitens’ attorney denied 
each of those allegations.

The TV station did not 
name the woman. The Asso-
ciated Press learned of her 
identity but has chosen not to 

name her because she could 
not be reached for comment.

The affair occurred as 
Greitens was preparing to 
launch his campaign for 
governor. The former Navy 
SEAL officer and veterans’ 
charity founder won election 
in 2016 as a self-described 
outsider ready to blow up 
the political establishment 
in Jefferson City. In his first 
year in office, he had a vari-
ety of political confrontations 
with fellow Republican law-
makers.

Now he’s trying to address 
their concerns that he can 
still be effective during a ses-
sion in which he has prom-
ised to deliver the boldest 
state tax reform in the U.S.

Republican leaders in the 
Missouri Senate and House 
released statements urging 
Greitens to be “forthright” 
and “accountable for his ac-
tions.”

Republican Sen. Dave 
Schatz said he received a 
brief phone call Thursday 
from Greitens and his wife, 
Sheena, to discuss the alle-
gations against him. Schatz 
said he explained to the gov-
ernor: “Before I render judg-
ment, I want to see all the 
facts.”

Others had seen enough. 
Democratic Sen. Jamilah Na-
sheed and Democratic Rep. 
Brandon Ellington both said 
Greitens should resign.


