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Conduit Burial 
City crews closed off Jefferson Street between Main and Front streets this past 

week as part of the Ameren electrical burial project. Conduit was being placed under 
the street. The project will remove aerial electric lines and place them underground 
on Front Street from Market to Lafayette. Crews began burying the Lafayette Street 
lines in October. The lines are being buried under the ground as part of the new Front 
Street development.   Missourian Photo.

School Officials Say Safety Top Priority
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

In the wake of another shoot-
ing that left 17 dead at a Flor-
ida high school Wednesday, lo-
cal educators say they’re doing 
many things to keep students 
safe and are always reviewing 
safety protocols.

School officials also remind 
parents and all adults to pay 
close attention to the children 
and young adults in their com-

munities, especially those who 
may be struggling, and help 
them to get the care they need.

Wednesday’s attack, one of 
the deadliest school shootings 
in American history, was the 
30th mass shooting in the coun-
try since the start of the year, 
according to the Gun Violence 
Archive, a nonprofit that tracks 
shootings nationwide.

All of the school districts in 
Franklin County and St. Fran-
cis Borgia Regional High School 
said they work closely with 
their local police and fire de-
partments, the Franklin Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Department and 
other area security experts on 
their safety plans.

Most of the schools also con-
duct active shooter training 

with staff and have periodic in-
truder drills.

Washington School District 
Superintendent Dr. Lori Van-
Leer said the public schools 
don’t make an announcement 
every time there is a tragic 
event such as the one Wednes-
day in Florida.

“With social media and the 
news, everyone already knows,” 

she said. “We stay true to our 
safety protocols and our guid-
ance staff is available to sup-
port our staff and students as 
needed.”

VanLeer said the district’s 
safety teams and planning pro-
cesses are ongoing.

“So if there is anything to 
learn from the situation we cer-
tainly want to do so,” she said. 
“The safety, health and well-
being of our students and staff 

Menefee: 
Proposition  
Would Help
n Hiring, Retaining 

Police Officers
By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

For Washington Police Chief Ed Menefee, some-
thing needs to be done to stop the stream of offi-
cers leaving his department.

His department is operating short-handed after 
a number of officers have left the force. Since the 
summer of 2016, 11 officers have left the Washing-
ton Police Department. In a few weeks, after two 
more officers leave, the department will be down 
by five.

Menefee said exit interviews with the officers 
have revealed a common complaint — it’s not the 
community, it’s not the department and it’s not 
him. The issue is money. 

Menefee said officers are able to find jobs just 
a county away that pay $15,000 to $20,000 more. 
It’s that reason Menefee said he would welcome 
extra funds if voters approve Franklin County’s 

Flu Shot 
Not Very 
Effective
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Even if you got a flu shot this 
year, there is a 64 percent chance 
you’ll still get the flu.

The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) announced 
as of Feb. 3, preliminary numbers 
show the flu vaccine in the United 
States was only 36 percent effective 
in preventing influenza A and B this 
flu season. 

Young children are at higher risk 
than most people for severe flu com-
plications that can lead to death. 

So far this flu season, 63 flu 
deaths have been reported in chil-
dren in the U.S. However, the CDC 
estimates that the flu vaccine’s ef-
fectiveness is actually higher for 
children, at 59 percent.

The flu epidemic in Franklin 
County has reached such high num-
bers some medical facilitates have 
run out of kits to test for new cases.

New flu cases totaled just under 

City in 
Need of 
Officers
By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

The help wanted sign is once 
again out in front of the Washington 
Police Station.

Washington police have been 
operating short-handed for sev-
eral weeks now and that trend will 
continue. At the end of the month, 
Menefee said his department will 
be down by five officers. The depart-
ment has opened up hiring in its at-
tempt to fill two vacancies. 

Down five officers is basically 
being down a quarter of his staff, 
Menefee said. The department op-
erates in squads with one command 
staff member, three patrol officers 
and one extra. 

Menefee said since summer of 
2016, 11 officers have left the de-
partment. Since the fall of 2017, 
five have left or given their notice 
to leave.

So far police have replaced three 

Making Progress
Bridge crews continued working on the construction of the new Highway 47 bridge over the Missouri River. This 

picture was taken Wednesday, Feb. 14, from the Washington side of the river and shows the steel girders being set 
out to Bent 6. Additional girders should be set in the coming weeks. 

Alberici Constructors Inc. crews began work on the $63 million project in mid-August 2016 after the Missouri 
Highways and Transportation Commission awarded the contract. The project involves building a new 2,560-foot-
long bridge just to the west from the existing span, which was completed in 1936.   Missourian Photo.
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