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City, Melton Finalize 
Agreement on Bonds
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

The Washington City Council Monday for-
malized an agreement with a longtime industry 
in the community that is expected to bring 40 
new jobs within the next five years.

The council voted 6-0 to approve issuing 
Chapter 100 industrial revenue bonds for the 
major expansion project for Melton Machine & 
Control Company (MMCC). Councilman Steve 

Sullentrup abstained from the vote. Council-
man Mark Hidritch was not at the meeting.

The ordinance authorizes the city to issue up 
to $30 million in tax-exempt bonds to finance a 
new plant and equipping of the facility.

According to Sal Maniaci, community and 
economic development director, the discussion 
between the city and MMCC began three years 
ago when the company sought to double the size 
of its facility, and furnish the new manufactur-

Career Center Float Snags First Place
The annual Downtown Washington Inc. Holiday Parade of Lights was held Friday, Nov. 29, despite a few 

raindrops. The winning float in the nonprofit category was entered by the Washington School District’s Four 
Rivers Career Center. The other nonprofit winners were Washington FFA and Our Lady of Lourdes. The 
career center had the highest overall score in both the nonprofit and business categories.   Missourian Photo.

Parade of 
Lights Still 
Big Success
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

Despite the rain, the Holiday Parade of Lights 
Friday night was still a big success, according to 
Cassidy Lowery, events specialist for Downtown 
Washington Inc., which sponsors the parade.

“It rained during setup, but actually stopped 
during the parade,” Lowery said. “We had around 
35 entries and originally were expecting 50. We 
understand the rain affected some participation, 
but we appreciated the floats that braved the 
weather.”

The number of spectators also was down from 

Pressing Issues in County
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

With the final days of 2019 
closing in, the Franklin Coun-
ty Commission has several 
areas of unfinished business 
to wrap up before the end of 
the year, but some will have to 
wait even longer. 

Since September, the com-
mission has held budget meet-
ings with nearly all of the 
county departments for which 
it holds the purse strings and 

with other elected officials 
whose budgets are approved 
by the commission.

Thus far, Presiding Com-
missioner Tim Brinker said 
revenues for 2019 are near or 
a bit higher than 2018 and the 
overall budget will look much 
the same with some increases 
or decreases where needed.

As of October, the county’s 
half-cent sales taxes for roads 

and bridges and general rev-
enue have generated an aver-
age $545,000 per month for to-
tals just under $6 million each.

One major factor concerning 
Brinker for the 2020 and 2021 
budget is the increase in coun-
ty employee insurance costs.

“We got hit with a 13 per-
cent increase for next year,” 
Brinker said. “As of now, the 

Support 
For Zoning 
Changes
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

The Franklin County Commission is cur-
rently deliberating a historic planning and 
zoning decision that would affect both resi-
dential and commercial developments and 
property values in the future.

The commission directed the county 
planning and zoning department to begin 
a wholesale zoning change for the county 
in 2017 and after nearly two years of work 
the new plan was presented to the plan-
ning and zoning commission.

The proposed changes would zone 90 
percent of the county into class “W,” which 
would allow 42 different types of uses to be 
built in areas which are mainly residential 
and farming at this time.

The changes presented were rejected by 
a wide margin in October by the planning 
and zoning commission, but the final deci-
sion rests with county commissioners Tim 
Brinker, Dave Hinson and Todd Boland.

At a contentious public hearing Nov. 14, 
about two dozen residents testified against 
the rezoning and asked the commission to 
uphold the decision of the county planning 
and zoning board to reject the proposed 
zoning changes.

Although they have been permitted for 

The Washington Civic Chorus kicked off the Christmas season in 
style Sunday, Dec. 1, at St. Peter’s United Church of Christ. The 2019 

concert marked the 85th year of the annual event performed by more 
than 50 choir members. Missourian Photo.
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