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Saluting 
Our Military
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Thank You for Your Service
Clearview Elementary students shake hands with all of the veterans who attended the Veterans 

Day program Thursday, Nov. 7. The special guests enjoyed a breakfast before the program and were 
welcomed to the program with applause. Students performed songs for the veterans and Sawyer 
Baker, fifth-grader, gave a presentation about the Buddy Poppy. From left are Hadley Zick, Addison 
Dinger, Halle Goodman and Quinn Weirich.   Missourian Photo.

Leaf Pickup — Round 1
The city of Washington began Monday, Nov. 4, with its first round of leaf pickup. Crews 

started on the east end of town and worked west until Friday, Nov. 8. A second round of 
leaf pickup is scheduled Dec. 2-6. During the leaf pickups, residents are asked to rake 
leaves to the curb, but not in the streets, sidewalks or gutters.   Missourian Photo.

County Health 
Department 
Preps for Flu
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

As the season changes so does the focus of the Franklin 
County Health Department, which is readying for the un-
knowns which may present themselves during the 2019-20 
flu season.

As of Friday, 34 cases had already been reported and 
health department staff have already given 384 flu vac-
cines.

Statewide, 96 new fu cases were reported last week, 
bringing the total to 538 cases already. At this time last 
year, 20 flu cases were reported in Franklin County and 
809 flu cases had been reported in Missouri. 

Public Health Supervisor Tony Buel explained there is 
no way to accurately predict the severity of the flu season 
each year, but urges residents to get flu shots early.

Most of the flu case numbers are reported to the county 
on Mondays by hospital emergency rooms in Washington 
and Sullivan and doctor’s offices when patients test posi-

New Computer System 
Not Ready for Tax Bills
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Franklin County Collector 
Doug Trentmann says he is 
disappointed the 2019 tax bills 
have not been mailed yet, and 
as the clock is ticking he’s ner-
vous the new computer system 
will not be online by next week.

Beginning as far back as 
2017, the county commission 
began the process of updat-
ing the computer systems for 
county departments. 

Cost constraints and test-

ing led to fewer and fewer de-
partments initializing a new 
system. The collector’s office is 
the only one that is currently 
being upgraded and at a cost 
exceeding $1 million.

On Thursday, Trentmann 
said they are still working out 
bugs in the system and if they 
are not fixed by Nov. 15, he 
will delay mailing the 2019 tax 
bills even longer.

“We’re not going to have the 
bills in people’s hands if we 
don’t have a way to collect the 
money,” Trentmann said. “The 

old system is not set up to ac-
cept the 2019 bills. We are get-
ting to crunch time to get this 
switched over.”

The total charges this year 
for real estate, personal prop-
erty, and railroad and utilities 
combined is $127,158,258 be-
ing mailed out in 70,473 bills 
for real estate and an addition-
al 44,641 personal property 
tax bills.

Trentmann said the new 
2019 tax bills were generated 
with the new system and sent 

Sales Tax 
Will Fund 
Capital 
Projects
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

There is nearly $3 million slated to be 
spent this year in revenue generated from 
Washington’s capital improvement sales 
tax.

The most significant of those projects is 
a contract related to a city pool that would 
replace the aging Agnes Nolting Aquatics 
Complex.

Darren Lamb, city administrator, said 
the city received proposals Friday, Nov. 1, 
for “owner’s representative,” similar to a 
construction manager, for the pool project.

“From there, 
we will look for 
a design-build 
team,” he told 
The Missou-
rian. “So there 
may be an-
other phase of 
contracts this 
(budget) year.”

There is 
$ 2 , 8 8 6 , 5 0 0 
budgeted this 
year for proj-
ects funded 
by the capi-
tal improve-
ment sales tax. 
Washington’s 
fiscal year runs from Oct. 1 through Sept. 
30.

The Washington Aquatics Facility Com-
mittee met Thursday, and is scheduled to 
meet later this month to review proposals 
for the owner’s representative.

In addition to the aquatics center, funds 
are budgeted this year through the sales 
tax to restore the Waterworks Building in 
the riverfront park.

In August, the city council entered into 
a contract with Horn Architects, Washing-
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