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School Custodian Bought Guns, Ammo
By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

The Washington School Dis-
trict was closed Thursday after 
a school custodian allegedly 
tried to buy a gun and ammuni-
tion while warning of “a lot of 
shooting.”

The custodian’s erratic be-
havior had prompted school of-
ficials to suspend him Wednes-
day.

Thomas W. Wingfield, 33, 
Union, is in police custody in 
O’Fallon following a string of 
incidents early Thursday.

Wingfield was charged in 
Franklin County Associate Cir-
cuit Court Thursday with felony 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance after police searched his 
house and found over 35 grams 

of marijuana.
Wingfield also was charged 

Thursday in St. Charles County 
with a felony count of unlaw-
ful use of a weapon, a handgun 
which he waved at a stranded 
motorist early Thursday. 

According to the probable cause 
statement filed in the Franklin 
County Prosecutor’s Office by 

the Multi-County Narcotics and 
Violent Crimes Enforcement Unit 
(MCNVCEU), a witness who was 
with Wingfield said he had at-
tempted to purchase an addition-
al handgun and 500 more rounds, 
but was denied.

The witness also told police 
Wingfield had recently been 
suspended from his job at the 

Wash ington 
School District 
and he had 
made state-
ments about 
“a lot of shoot-
ing at 7 a.m.” 
Thursday. 

Washington 
Police Detec-
tive Sgt. Steve 
Sitzes said Wingfield was acting 

Groups Endorse Sales Tax
Several Washington area 

businesses and organizations 
have endorsed the renewal of the 
city’s half-cent capital improve-
ment sales tax.

In the April 3 municipal elec-
tion, Washington voters will be 
presented with an eight-year 
extension of the city’s half-cent 
capital improvement sales tax. 
The tax has been in place since 

the early 1990s and been used to 
fund major projects like fire sta-
tions, the police station and the 
Washington Public Library.

The sales tax committee has 
been meeting since October in 
an attempt to determine what 
projects should be done if voters 
approve the tax. The committee 
compiled a list of potential proj-
ects that could be funded with 

proceeds from the tax.
The list contains allocations 

for a replacement for the city 
pool, a new fire station on the 
eastern side of town, infrastruc-
ture for a new industrial park, 
communications upgrades for 
the city’s public safety officers 
and more. The committee esti-
mated more than $16.3 million 

Students 
To Take Part 
In Walkout
n National Protest

By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

Washington High School students will be given 
the chance to participate in the National School 
Walkout Wednesday morning, March 14 — a pro-
test spurred by the Parkland, Fla., school shoot-
ing.

The peaceful protests are expected to take place 
in hundreds of locations and schools across the 
country.

The National School Walkout is scheduled for 10 
a.m. and will last 17 minutes to honor the 17 stu-
dents and staff members killed at Marjory Stone-

DHSS Budget 
May Be Cut
n Over Virus Reporting
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Staffers from Gov. Eric Greitens’ office have come to the 
aid of the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Ser-
vices (DHSS) after threats of budget cuts for not releasing 
the results of Bourbon virus testing at Meramec State Park. 

On Wednesday, the House budget committee gave DHSS 
Director Dr. Randall Williams the ultimatum to release the 
testing results from Meramec State Park, or have its ad-
ministrative budget cut by 10 percent or more. 

Budget committee 
chairman Scott Fitz-
patrick, R-Shell Knob, 
threatened deeper cuts or 
even the complete elimi-
nation of the DHSS if 
they didn’t get answers.

Fitzpatrick, and State 
Reps. Justin Alferman, 
R-Hermann, and Nate 
Tate, St. Clair, met with 
DHSS three weeks ago requesting the testing results be re-
leased, but their request was not answered by DHSS before 
the budget meeting Wednesday.

Hearing
In an audio clip from the hearing obtained by The Mis-

sourian, Fitzpatrick and Alferman stressed to the DHSS 
they do not accept the excuses they have been given and 
will not take “no” for an answer. 

“I want to be perfectly clear, this is not a veiled threat, 
this is a promise,” Alferman said. “Just from the depart-
ment not releasing any information makes me suspicious. 
Let’s not negate the fact we had a state employee pass away 
from this disease. I think they (DHSS) are hiding behind an 
interpretation.” 

Alferman added the proposed budget cuts are nothing 
that will hurt anyone receiving services or benefits from 
DHSS. But, instead they are going to hurt the administra-

Eye in the Sky
Franklin County first responders visited the Washington Fairgrounds Wednesday, March 7, to see the latest 

in drone technology and how it can be used in emergency responses of all types. Representatives from Fire-
Cam demonstrated multiple drones and camera configurations that can be used for monitoring fire conditions, 
suspect or missing person searches and first responder accountability. One model demonstrated featured a 
$9,000 drone equipped with a $4,000 camera. Due to the high costs and evolving technology, partnerships 
between several agencies may be formed to purchase the drones in the future. Missourian Photo.

Raising Steel Girder
There were five steel girders slated to be installed by Alberici Constructors this week at the Highway 47 bridge over the 

Missouri River. That totals 30 girders of the 75 that will be assembled to span the river. The girders vary in length from 99 feet 
to 140 feet. They range in height from 10 feet, 6 inches to 18 feet, and in weight from 93,000 pounds to 190,000 pounds each. 
The majority of the steel girders are being delivered to the site via barges; however, a few were delivered by trucks. The girders 
were manufactured near Gary, Ind. The bridge is expected to be completed in December.   Missourian Photo/Jeanne Miller Wood.

n District Canceled All Classes Thursday

• See Custodian Page 2A

“I want to be 
perfectly clear, this 

is not a veiled threat, 
this is a promise.”

            Justin Alferman

• See Budget Page 2A• See Tax Page 2A

• See Walkout Page 2A

Thomas W. Wingfield


