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Melton Machine to Double in Size
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

Melton Machine & Control 
Company (MMCC) is purchas-
ing 41.2 acres in the Elmer C. 
Heidmann Industrial Park as 
part of a major expansion proj-
ect.

The sale of Lot 25 is the larg-
est industrial property sale in 
Washington. It was approved 
by the city but the contract still 
needs to be finalized, according 
to Community and Economic De-

velopment Director Sal Maniaci.
According to Melton Machine 

CEO Stacy Lindsey, the compa-
ny is now poised to expand the 
business.  

“This purchase is the first 

step in our expansion plans to 
double our capacity and provide 
a path for future growth,” he 
said. “Now in our 48th year, we 
continue to invest in our busi-
ness and in the Washington 

community. 
“We would like to thank the 

city of Washington and the 
Washington Redevelopment 
Corporation for their continued 
support of our growth over the 
years,” Lindsey added. 

The Washington 353 Rede-

Daughter 
Upset With 
Plea Deal
n In Death of Ken Allen

By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

The daughter of a slain counselor and former 
probation officer is calling for a jury trial for three 
suspects accused in his death.

Kathy Allen, the daughter of Kenneth Allen Jr., 
70 — who died in November 2016 during a bur-
glary at his Washington area home — said a newly 
struck plea deal for the suspects is not a stringent 
enough sentence.

According to Franklin County Prosecutor Bob 
Parks, Timothy D. Wonish, 32, Whitney D. Robins, 
29, and Blake S. Schindler, 18, agreed to a plea 
deal that dismisses a first-degree burglary charge 
if the defendants plead guilty to Class C felonies 
of receiving stolen property and involuntary man-
slaughter.

Under the deal, the suspects would each serve 
two seven-year concurrent terms.

The defendants, all of Union, were indicted 
last year by a Franklin County grand jury on the 
charges of felony murder, first-degree burglary 
and receiving stolen property in the death of Allen, 
which occurred Nov. 3, 2016, at his home south of 
Washington.

Former Circuit Judge Gael D. Wood, who re-
tired in October 2017, rejected a plea deal Oct. 24 
stating it was “too lenient.”

Under that deal Wonish, Robins and Schindler 
would have served 10 years in the Missouri De-
partment of Corrections on the burglary charge, 
and seven years on the reduced charge of invol-
untary manslaughter. The involuntary murder 
and burglary charges would have run concur-

County Man 
Charged With 
Sexual Assault

n Of 8-Year-Old Child
By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

A Union man has been charged with sexual assault and 
child endangerment after he admitted to police to com-
mitting sexual acts with a juvenile and making her ingest 

drugs. 
Brett Pendleton, 48, was charged Tues-

day, Jan. 2, in Franklin County Associate 
Circuit Court with one felony count of stat-
utory sodomy, deviate sexual intercourse, 
with a person less than 12 years old, and 
one felony count of endangering the wel-
fare of a child creating substantial risk.

Pendleton was arrested after the 8-year-
old victim’s mother contacted Washington 

Yawning for Education 
Luke Williams, with his mom Amanda Williams, takes a big yawn as he goes to hang up his back-

pack on the first day of the Young Threes preschool program at St. Francis Borgia Grade School 
Wednesday, Jan. 3. The Young Threes program is for children whose birthdays are between August 
and December, so they miss the age cut off of July 31 to start school in the fall.    Missourian Photo.

Frozen Work Site
The work site for the new Highway 47 bridge over the Missouri River was surrounded by ice floe Thursday, Jan. 

4. Extreme cold has impacted the construction of the new bridge. Alberici Constructors Inc. called off some work 
this week because of the plunging temperatures. Missouri Department of Transportation (MoDOT) Area Engineer 
Judy Wagner said taking any time off should not push back the completion deadline. Work had been slated to end 
Nov. 1, 2018, but the revised completion date is mid-December.   Missourian Photo.

Proposition P to Benefit Police
n If Approved by County Voters

By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

County sales tax money collected 
through Proposition P would be dis-
bursed to police departments based 
on the number of commissioned of-
ficers they currently have and not 

the population of the communities 
they serve.

This tentative consensus was 
reached Wednesday during a meet-
ing of top law enforcement and city 
leaders from 10 entities that will be 
affected by the countywide Propo-
sition P if it is passed by voters in 

April.
Franklin County is proposing a 

half-cent sales tax expected to gen-
erate $6 million per year. Half of the 
money will go toward renovation for 
the county jail and 911 facilities 
while the additional $3 million will 
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