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Home Rescue Training
Washington Fire Department volunteers trained Wednesday, March 20, 

at a city-owned property located at 902 S. Locust St. Pictured is a crew 
pulling a dummy from the home filled with smoke. The department trained 
for heavy smoke rescues during the session.  Missourian Photo.

Removal Progressing
Marschel Wrecking crews have been taking down pieces of the old Highway 47 bridge over the 

Missouri River in preparation of the bridge demolition. Pictured is the former deck of the old 
bridge from the new bridge. The blast date for the old bridge is planned for Thursday, April 4, at 
9:30 a.m. This view is looking south.   Missourian Photo/Jeanne Miller Wood. 
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Proposition P
Tax Revenue 
Is Increasing
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

In the first two months of 2019, the Franklin County Proposi-
tion P sales tax has already generated more than $1 million in 
revenues for law enforcement salaries and renovations to the 
adult detention and 911 centers.

Voters in Franklin County approved the new half-cent sales 
tax in April 2018 by a nearly 70 percent margin.

The tax, with no sunset clause, is expected to generate about $6 
million per year, but that number will fluctuate with the economy.

Half of the Prop P taxes collected will go toward retention of 
existing commissioned officers and hiring of new law enforce-
ment officers in municipal and county departments.

The other half of the annual sales taxes will go toward the 
estimated $30 million renovations and new construction at the 
county jail. 

2019
Although the new tax was passed in April, collections didn’t 

officially begin until October of last year with just a trickle of 
funds coming to the county from the state of Missouri totaling 
$91,954 from just motor vehicle processing.

The first full month the tax was in effect was November 2018 
when it generated $373,534.

During the busy Christmas season in  December, Prop P sales 
tax collections were closer to the average of other county sales 
taxes, coming in at $517,464.

Following economic trends, consumer spending cools after the 
holidays and that is reflected in Prop P collections dropping to 
$448,096 for January 2019.

In February, the Prop P tax hit its highest monthly mark thus 
far, bringing in $594,966.

Trends 
Franklin County has two other half-cent sales taxes and two 

additional quarter-cent sales taxes.
With the addition of the new Prop P half-cent sales tax, a total 

of 2 cents of every dollar spent in Franklin County goes to either 
law enforcement, roads and bridges or the general fund.

Each of the half-cent taxes generated $6.4 million in 2018, 
averaging $539,116 each month.

The two quarter-cent law enforcement sales taxes generated 

Cities Hear 
Pot Zoning 
Questions

By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

Potential marijuana dispensary opera-
tors are making their rounds throughout 
the county seeking information about 
opening up shop.

Medicinal marijuana was legalized in 
November 2018 through a constitutional 
amendment approved by voters. 

The Missouri Department of Health 
and Senior Services (DHSS) will imple-
ment the new law which states Missouri 
will issue ID cards to patients who have 
approval from their doctor that allows 
patients or caregivers to grow up to six 
marijuana plants and purchase marijua-
na from a registered dispensary.

In Pacific, aldermen already are taking 
steps to develop city codes regulating  the 
growth, processing and dispensing of me-
dicinal marijuana. 

Union City Administrator Russell Rost 
received a written request from local at-
torney Mark Vincent who wrote that he 

MoDOT Preps for Blast
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Lightning is the only thing 
that could delay the demolition 
of the old Highway 47 bridge at 
Washington Thursday, April 4.

Missouri Department of 
Transportation (MoDOT) Area 
Engineer Judy Wagner says 
the explosive demolition can be 
done in wind, cold or rain.

The demolition is being done by 
Fenton-based Marschel Wrecking 

LLC, which has already done ex-
tensive removal of concrete road 
decking and some steel.

This week, crews have been 
cutting the steel beams and 
placing holes for the explosives.

“The April 4 date has been 
confirmed,” Wagner said. “It 
will take six days for Marschel 
to place all of the explosives. 
They plan to begin that process 
on March 28.”

Wagner added thunder-
storms in the forecast on April 

4 would be the only thing that 
would cause the demolition to 
be aborted.

“If it wouldn’t happen on 
April 4, it would be delayed a 
full seven days,” she said. “They 
will be watching the forecast 
and the river levels closely.”

Wagner said large construc-
tion barges that will be used 
to remove the bridge pieces 
from the river, were contacted 
Tuesday and will be en route to 
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Request
Change
Of Venue
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

A Jefferson County Circuit judge is 
scheduled to hear a motion for a change 
of venue in the case against the Union 
man charged in a 2017 homicide at the 
Bourbeuse River. 

Cameron J. Hill, 27, will appear April 
29 in front of 23rd Circuit Judge Victor J. 
Melenbrink who will rule if there will be 
a change of venue in the case.

Hill is charged in the Jan. 19, 2017, 
stabbing death of his ex-girlfriend, Cas-
sidy Hutchings. Authorities allege Hill 
cut Hutchings’ throat with a knife before 
she fled from the man into the Bourbeuse 
River. Hill then chased her into the river 
where he stabbed her multiple times in 
the back of her head, neck and back.

Hill also is charged with armed crimi-
nal action.

Hill is being represented by the 20th 
Circuit public defender’s office.

Judge Melenbrink was appointed to 
hear the motion Nov. 15, 2018, following 
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