
Framed by Winter
Icicles hanging from the gazebo at Lions Lake Monday, March 4, frame 

the historic Kohmueller home located at the corner of Grand and S. Lake-
shore Drive. The area received 2 inches of snowfall over the weekend 
with single-digit temperatures to start the week.   Missourian Photo.

Eyes on the Reader, Hands on the Dog
“Pets, Love, Books” was the theme of this year’s Family Reading Night, held Friday March 1, at Washington 

Middle School. The Franklin County Humane Society hosted one of the most popular reading rooms — offering 
children the opportunity to pet dogs while listening to stories. A photo gallery from the event can be found on emis-
sourian.com. The annual community reading event is hosted by The Missourian, Washington School District and 
the Washington Optimist Club.   Missourian Photo.
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Since 1860

Bicentennial Ceremony Saturday
Two hundred years ago, the 

Missouri State Legislature cre-
ated Franklin County out of St. 
Louis County, and this Saturday, 
March 9, the community will 
begin a yearlong celebration of 
events and activities.

The opening ceremony for 
Franklin County’s Bicentennial 
will take place at 2 p.m. in the 

John Edson Anglin Performing 
Arts Center on the campus of 
East Central College in Union.

The ceremony is open to the 
public.

County and state officehold-
ers, including Gov. Mike Parson 

and Lt. Gov. Mike Kehoe, have 
been invited, along with both 
U.S. senators, state legislators, 
present and past county commis-
sioners and local dignitaries.

The colors will be presented 
by Company M, 1st Missouri 

Light Artillery, the Turner Bri-
gade, Missouri Volunteers, U.S.

The keynote speaker will be 
Marc Houseman, chairman of 
the Franklin County Bicenten-
nial Committee, who will talk 
about the history and progress 

of the county. There also will be 
a PowerPoint presentation of 
historic county photos.

Light refreshments will follow 
the ceremony, and commemora-
tive Bicentennial T-shirts will be 
for sale.

A set of 15 traveling history 
panels depicting various aspects 

ECC Fees, 
Tuition to 
Increase
By Amanda Postma
Missourian Staff Writer

The East Central College Board of Trustees 
Monday night approved a recommendation to in-
crease tuition by 20 percent.

The recommendation also included a $4 per 
credit hour increase in general fees. The increases 
will go into effect in June.

The last tuition increase was approved two 
years ago.

Tuition at ECC is split into two tiers. Tier 1 in-
volves most programs and Tier 2 is for classes in 
culinary arts, industrial maintenance technology, 
nursing and precision machining programs.

Tuition and general fees will now cost a Tier 
1 in-district student enrolled in 15 credit hours 
$1,935 per semester. The new cost per credit hour 
with general fees is $129 for those students.

ECC will be one of the top three or four schools 
in regard to tuition costs compared to other com-

City Salt 
Supply Is 
Dwindling
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

The city of Washington, like many other 
entities, is low on salt due to the amount of 
snow that has fallen in the area.

But there is enough to make it through 
the final weeks of winter, according to John 
Nilges, director of public services.

“We are low on salt — obviously this win-
ter has taken a toll on our salt reserves,” he 
told The Missourian. “We do have enough 
to get through winter.”

During Monday’s Washington City 
Council meeting, Councilman Steve Sul-
lentrup questioned if cinders are being 
used on city streets.

In 2016 the city stopped using the mate-
rial after complaints by residents. 

Tony Bonastia, street superintendent, 
noted that the remaining salt at the city’s 
salt dome is mixed with cinders dating 
back to prior to 2016.

“That is just what is left over,” Nilges 
said. It is in the back of the salt dome and 
this is a situation of necessity — it is not 
that we wanted to, but it is just necessary.

“It is not a change of policy,” he added.
According to Nilges, the cinders are 

helpful on hills and when there is a re-
freeze of wet roads.

“Cinders work very well for traction 
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Snow, Ice 
Stretching 
Resources
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Franklin County Highway Administra-
tor Ron Williams says this winter has been 
one of the worst he has encountered since 
the blizzards of the early 1980s.

He says it’s not so much the volume of 
snow and ice, but the frequency with which 
the storms have been hitting.

“Normally there is a lull in between, but 
these have been coming one after another,” 
Williams said. “It seems like we are having 
a weather event every week since the first 
of the year.”

Late last week, the county was again hit 
with a one-two punch of ice on Thursday 
morning and then snow Sunday, which 
challenged the county road fleet by catch-
ing them somewhat by surprise at the se-
verity of icing and the lower than projected 
snowfall on Sunday morning. “Thursday 
was bad because of the timing when it hit,” 
Williams said. “Then Sunday we didn’t get 
as much as they forecast by a long shot. We 
figured the crews would be out all day, but 
they were done by early afternoon.”

Complicating the inconsistent fore-
casts even more are the concerns over 
equipment, overtime and salt supplies 
that have made this winter even more 
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