
Go, Turtle, Go! 
A large crowd gathered around the stage in the Family Fun Center Saturday after-

noon, Aug. 10, at the Washington Town & Country Fair to watch the turtle races. 
These boys leaned up against the stage to watch this turtle cross the finish line. A 
bale of turtles were placed at center stage before being released. Each turtle chose 
to either make a dash toward the outside of the marked circle or stay still. Winners 
were announced after two rounds in each age division. The race was sponsored by 
Little Rascals Preschool.   Missourian Photo.

Rock band, Styx, played to a large crowd Saturday night at the Washington Town & Country Fair. Missourian Photo by Jeanne Miller Wood.
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Fair Has Successful Run
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

The best indicators of a success-
ful Fair are the smiles on the faces 
of Fairgoers, said Washington Town 
& Country Fair Chairman Jason 
Unnerstall.

“And we saw lots of smiles all five 
days,” Unnerstall told The Missou-
rian Monday afternoon.

“Overall, we’re really happy 
with how it all went,” he said. “Ev-
erything ran so smoothly and the 
weather was just about perfect. 
We had a little bit of rain Sunday 
evening, but other than that, we 
couldn’t have asked for anything 
better.”

The Fair opened Wednesday 
morning and ran through Sunday 
evening at the city fairgrounds.

As expected, Saturday was the 
biggest day with large crowds over-
flowing the Main Stage area for the 
Styx concert.

Unnerstall and his co-chair, Jon 
Ballmann, said the Fair was a huge 
success this year and the last 89 
years due to the countless volun-
teers who work the parking lots, 
gates, games, concessions and “ev-
erything else in between.”

“So cheers to 90 years and more 
importantly, our volunteers,” they 
said. “This is a community event 
and it takes everyone. It’s also great 
to see the local economic impact of 

the Fair.”
Receipts

Based on preliminary reports, 
the 2019 Fair is down about 2.96 
percent overall in gross receipts 
from last year. However, the 2018 
Fair receipts were up significantly 
from 2017, which experienced a lot 
of rain on the weekend.

Total receipts this year are esti-
mated at $1,446,306, as compared 
to $1,490,392. This total includes 
preseason tickets sales.

The chairmen said the crowds for 
the Main Stage concerts Friday and 
Sunday were smaller, which likely 
contributed to the drop.

Total receipts were up Wednesday, 

Group Buys
Champions
At Auction

It was group buying this year at the Blue Rib-
bon Livestock Auction at the Washington Town & 
Country Fair.

A consortium of 24 companies and individuals 
purchased the grand champion market livestock 
— in the steer, hog and lamb divisions.

The auction Saturday afternoon paid the young 
exhibitors a total of $491,625.25, a record gross.

Included in that total were the results of the 
dairy gift bucket auction, which totaled $13,500.

Bidders in the 2018 auction paid a total of 

Fair Hog Auction 
Shatters Records

Going once, going twice, 184 hogs 
sold.

For the sixth straight year, the 
Washington Fair Market Hog auction 
set a new record for gross receipts and 
blue ribbon hogs.

A total of 184 hogs, 14 more than 
last year, were auctioned Saturday, 
bringing in $255,014 in gross receipts, 
topping the 2018 auction total of 
$250,982 by $4,032.

The 184 hogs auctioned eclipsed the 
all-time record for hogs of 171 set in 
2007.

The average price per pound paid at 
the auction Saturday was lower than 
last year at $4.97 per pound, which is 
down 41 cents from last year at $5.38 
per pound. Market price was 51 cents 
a pound Saturday.

The record of $6.41 per pound set in 
2005 still stands.

The average price per pound at the 

2016 Fair was $5.41, compared to $5.14 
in 2015, $5.29 in 2014 and $3.39 in 2013.

The average price per pound paid in 
2012 was $3.69 per pound, compared 
to $3.82 a pound in 2011 and $2.80 per 
pound in 2010.

The average price in 2009 was 
$4.24, compared to $3.35 in 2008.

In 2008, 169 hogs made it to the 
auction block, and sold for a total of 
$145,509.25.

Champions
The grand champion hog this year 

brought $21 per pound for a total of 
$6,027, which was more than double 
the 2018 per pound price of $10 and  
$2,820 total for last year’s grand 
champion.

The 287-pound hog was purchased 
by the group Striving for Excellence, 
made up of area businesses and in-
dividuals, and was shown by Ben 
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