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Sunday, May 13, is Mother’s Day!
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Lots of plants and gifts for mom!
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Hands-On Butterfly Lesson 
After a butterfly landed on his hand, Our Lady of Lourdes fourth-grader Liam Elcan holds it up so his kindergar-

ten buddy, Maxton Blankenship, can get a closer look Friday, May 4. The OLL fourth-graders, who had raised and 
hatched butterflies in their classrooms, shared the experience with their kindergarten buddies.   Missourian Photo.

Parish Meetings Focus 
On Catholic Education

n Need Plan for Future
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

The past and current reali-
ties of Catholic education, in-
cluding enrollment numbers, 
operating costs and trends, 
were presented at six town hall 
meetings last week.

A steering committee formed 
by area Catholic church pas-
tors has been meeting the past 
couple of months to discuss the 
future direction of schools and 

parishes.
The committee is comprised 

of members from the following 
parishes — St. Ignatius, Con-
cord Hill; St. John the Baptist-
Gildehaus, Villa Ridge; Our 
Lady of Lourdes, Washington; 
St. Gertrude, Krakow; St. Ann, 
Clover Bottom; St. Gerald, Ger-
ald; Holy Family, Port Hudson; 
St. Francis Borgia, Washington; 
St. Vincent de Paul, Dutzow; 
and Immaculate Conception, 
Augusta.

St. Ann, St. Gerald, Holy 
Family and Immaculate Concep-
tion do not have parish schools; 
the other six do.

Steering committee mem-
bers gave the same Power Point 
presentation at each meeting, 
which included detailed charts 
showing a decline in the number 
of Catholics in the area, includ-
ing a drop in Catholic births and 
baptisms, and a drop in Catholic 
school-age children from 1,200 

Luetkemeyer Talks 
Tariffs During Visit
n Touts Trump Tax Cuts
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

U.S. Congressman Blaine Luetke-
meyer says residents may have to en-
dure six to eight months of transition 
times before the true benefits of Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s trade renegotia-
tions are seen.

But, he added, the recent tax cuts 
should be enough to sustain the aver-
age working family even as prices for 
goods and services may rise.

“I’m hopeful to see how this plays 
out,” Luetkemeyer said. “If we can 
ride this out for the next six to eight 
months, I think we’re going to have a 
positive outcome.”

Luetkemeyer made the remarks 
after touring WEG Transformers lo-
cated in Washington, which has been 
affected by the recent tariffs placed on 
Chinese steel used to build some of its 

products.
“The Chinese have been the bullies 

of trade and dumping poor products 
here for years,” Luetkemeyer said. “At 
the end of the day, this is placing ev-
eryone on the same playing field. We 
have to get out in front of this and we 
are trying to push back.”

He added the recent tough trade 
talk by the president now had the Chi-
nese at the bargaining table for the 
first time and although it may take 
time, the results should be good for 
the United States.

“The Chinese were going to put tar-
iffs on our exports of corn and beans,” 
Luetkemeyer said. “They are also 
working on their pork production. 
When Trump doubled down on the 
steel tariffs, they realized they would 
be cutting off their food supplies to 
feed their people and they can’t do 

ECC Probation 
Ruling Eased 
After Hearing
n Team Recommends 

Lesser Sanction
By Kavahn Mansouri
Missourian Staff Writer

There was a sigh of relief in the East Central College board-
room Monday evening as President Dr. Jon Bauer announced 
the Higher Learning Commission had eased its probation rec-
ommendation to a lesser “on notice” status.

The new recommendation comes a week after Bauer, Vice 
President Tia Robinson and board of trustee members Cookie 
Hayes and Ann Hartley pleaded the college’s case at a hearing 
held in Chicago.

“Notice means we are in compliance of accreditation, but at 
risk of not being in compliance if concerns aren’t addressed,” 
Bauer said.

In 2017, a HLC team visited ECC for a routine visit to re-
view the college’s accreditation. Several months later the team 
recommended the college be put on probation for failure to 
meet standards set by the HLC in various categories.

In the months that have followed, ECC’s administrators, fac-
ulty, staff and board of trustees have worked to overturn that 
recommendation. Changes have included adding a director of 
institutional effectiveness, creating an office of institutional ef-
fectiveness, approving a shared governance policy, which hap-

Light Show Over Washington
There were lightning strikes over the Missouri River Sunday evening, May 6. Rain 

clouds formed over the Washington area but produced little precipitation. A tenth of 
an inch of precipitation fell in Washington.  Missourian Photo.

No Confidence 
Vote for Bauer
By Kavahn Mansouri
Missourian Staff Writer

Celebrations over the Higher Learning Commission’s new 
recommendation for a less harsh ruling on East Central Col-
lege’s accreditation were cut short Monday night, as the col-
lege’s faculty and staff reported a vote of no-confidence for 
President Dr. Jon Bauer.

“The general consensus is it’s not good news,” said EMS as-
sociate professor and newly elected National Education Asso-
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