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Everybody Dance!
Washington High School students in the Life Skills program had the opportunity to hit the 

dance floor with members of the WHS Jaywalkers Friday, Jan. 19, during halftime of the 
varsity boys basketball game. The idea to have the two groups dance together came from 
a DECA project of WHS students Sophie Koritz and Josie Kleinheider. Shown in front are 
Gabby Henzel, left, and Cassandra Killmade. In back, at left, is Lydia Lock.   Missourian Photo.

Candlelight Vigil
Dia Welker, far right, holds a candle during a silent Pro Life candlelight prayer vigil held in Washington 

Monday, Jan. 22, at the intersection of Fifth Street and Jefferson. Roughly 100 people took part in the dem-
onstration, holding candles, flashlights and rosaries. The East Central Area Missouri Right to Life organized 
the event.  Missourian Photo.

Sheriff: Jail Must Meet Mandates
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

A goal of a proposed sales tax 
initiative is to expand the coun-
ty jail so it meets the mandates 
of oversight groups.

That’s according to Franklin 
County Sheriff Steve Pelton, 
who referred to a needs assess-
ment of the detention center 

conducted last year by Navigate 
Building Solutions.

“It revealed what we have 
known for years, the jail is dan-
gerously overcrowded,” he said.

On Monday, Pelton addressed 
the Washington City Council on 

the jail needs. He also issued a 
press release outlining specific 
details of the jail and how to 
bring it up to standards.

On April 3, voters will be 
asked to approve Proposition P, 
which would authorize Frank-

lin County to impose a new 
half-cent tax on all retail sales.

If successful, Prop P is ex-
pected to generate about $6 
million annually. One-half of 
the proceeds are expected to be 
distributed to municipalities 

and the sheriff ’s office based on 
the percentage of their commis-
sioned law enforcement officers 
as of Jan. 1, 2018.

The other half is proposed 
to go to Franklin County to be 
used for additions and renova-
tions to the county jail and 911 
dispatching center. Those im-
provements are expected to cost 

Council Takes No 
Stance on Prop P
By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

The Washington City Council voted 
7-0 in favor of sending a letter to the 
Franklin County Commission out-
lining its shared concerns regarding 
Proposition P.

The council approved sending the 
note at a special meeting Monday 
night — one week after a lengthy con-
versation about the issue. Council-
man Mark Hidritch was absent from 
Monday’s meeting.

A form of the letter was discussed 
last week and then revised for the 
council Monday night to include spe-
cific grievances about Prop P. The let-

ter takes no stance of support or non-
support on the ballot measure. 

Prior to the council’s discussion, a 
draft of the letter was leaked to the 
Franklin County Commission. 

Prop P is a measure proposed by 
the Franklin County Commission. 
The proposed half-cent sales tax is ex-
pected to generate $6 million per year. 
The commission has proposed half of 
the money will go toward renovations 
for the county jail and 911 facilities, 
while the additional $3 million will 
go to supplement all law enforcement 
agencies in the county.

Mayor Sandy Lucy said the letter 
was heavily revised after last week’s 

County Attorney
Plans to Retire
n After 27 Years

By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Franklin County Counselor Mark Vincent has an-
nounced his retirement after nearly three decades as a 
county employee.

Vincent told The Missourian his retirement will be ef-
fective March 1 and until that time he will continue in 
his regular duties.

“I will be doing my business just as I have over the last 
27 years,” he said. “I am still the county counselor.”

Vincent added he’s unsure of what direction the county 
commission will take as far as his successor.

“I have no idea what they (commission) will do,” he said. 
“In my opinion they should look at one of the assistant 
county counselors, because there is a lot going on and it 
would be very hard to bring someone new up to speed.”

He added he would be willing to work with whomever 
the commission decides to bring in as his replacement 
until his retirement takes effect.

Vincent said he didn’t want any hoopla to surround his 
retirement and several factors played a role in his deci-
sion to step away.

“It is time to reprioritize my life,” he said. “I’ve spent 

ECC to Address Issues
By Kavahn Mansouri
Missourian Staff Writer

A Higher Learning Commission 
team that visited East Central College 
last year is currently recommending 
the college be put on probation due to 
several areas of concern with the col-
lege’s internal operations.

The college, which was last accred-
ited in 2011, has time to fight the pro-
bation recommendation over the com-
ing months.

A special meeting of the ECC Board 
of Trustees was held Monday night to 
discuss the findings and for President 
Dr. Bauer to update the board on the 
steps to be taken to overturn the HLC 
recommendation.

The HLC team made the evalua-
tions through five criteria that judge 
how well the college is being operated. 
A criterion can be met, met with con-
cerns, or not met entirely. The ECC 
only met two of the commission’s cri-
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