
NEW HOURS:     MON.-FRI 9AM-5PM     SAT. 9AM-2PM     CLOSED SUNDAY

3001 Recreation Dr. | Washington, Mo. | 636-239-1532

Stay Connected With Breaking News:

To Subscribe Call 636-390-3029

Amtrak expanding train service
By Ethan Colbert
ecolbert@emissourian.com

Beginning July 19, the Mis-
souri River Runner train will 
once again be making four 
stops at the downtown Wash-
ington station.

Ticketing for the expanded 
train service will be available 
this weekend. 

The expanded train ser-
vice features two eastbound 
and two westbound trains, 
according to a press release 
from the Missouri Depart-
ment of Transportation. The 
first eastbound train arrives 
at Washington’s station at 
12:38 p.m. on its way to Am-
trak’s Gateway Station in 
downtown St. Louis at 1:55 

p.m. The second eastbound 
train arrives in Washington 
at 8:19 p.m. and will reach St. 
Louis at 9:40 p.m. 

The first westbound train 
arrives in Washington at 
9:21 a.m. and will reach 
Kansas City’s Union Sta-
tion at 1:55 p.m. The sec-
ond westbound train reaches 
Washington at 5:06 p.m. 

and Kansas City at 9:40 p.m.
“We appreciate the General 

Assembly and Gov. Parson 
providing necessary resources 
for the Amtrak Missouri River 
Runner service in the state’s 
budget as well as the addition-
al COVID relief funds enabling 
us to restore this important 
transportation service to Mis-
sourians,” said Missouri De-

partment of Transportation 
Director Patrick McKenna. 
The state contracts with Am-
trak to provide rail service, 
though lawmakers have for 
years short-changed the rail-
way. The state owes an esti-
mated $3 million to Amtrak.

In addition to operating the 
Missouri River Runner, Am-

Wine proprietor
David Hoffmann surveys one of the wine cellars at Mount Pleasant Es-

tates during an interview with The Missourian about renovations at the win-
ery June 3 in Augusta. Missourian Photo/Julia Hansen.

A warm welcome
John Jasper, left, talks to Jim Charboneau May 28 in St. Clair as Charboneau 

is welcomed home with a parade after spending 123 days in multiple hospitals 
battling COVID-19 and its aftereffects.   Missourian Photo/Julia Hansen.

Charboneau beats 
COVID-19 after 
monthslong battle
By Ethan Colbert
ecolbert@emissourian.com

Tears flowed from Jennifer “Jennie” Charboneau’s eyes as her 
husband of nearly 50 years, Jim Charboneau, sat in the family’s 
garage last week, joking with family members and other well-wish-
ers about his appetite for a margarita and quesadilla from his fa-
vorite Mexican restaurant. 

“I feel like I got my husband back,” Jennie Charboneau, 68, said 
Wednesday from the couple’s home in St. Clair. “We just feel very, 
very lucky to have him back.” 

Jim Charboneau, 70, returned home last week after spending 
123 days in the hospital sickened by COVID-19. His return includ-
ed a parade through St. Clair with well-wishers holding signs and 
banners welcoming him home. 

He said he was surprised by the parade. 
“They told me we were going to go to the Mexican restaurant, 

but they drove right past it,” Charboneau said. “They tricked me, 

Mount Pleasant sees updates 
to tasting rooms, wine cellars
By Laura Miserez
miserezl@emissourian.com

Down the steps of Mount Pleas-
ant Estates and into the wine cellars 
below ground, the cool earth encases 
history the same way the aged wooden 
barrels encase wine. It’s the site of 
the first commercial wine producer in 
Augusta, which started around 1850 
in the country’s first AVA historic 
wine region. 

In 30 days, the site will again be 
open to the public for tours following 
renovations from new owners David 
and Jerri Hoffmann. 

Above ground, renovations and 
touch-ups are transforming the exte-
rior of Mount Pleasant. The buildings 
have been repainted from marigold to 
their former rosé pink with merlot-
colored shutters, the colors depicted 
in a 1980s painting of Augusta by the 
late Dee Dann.

The Hoffmanns surveyed the prog-
ress and spoke eagerly of other proj-
ects nearing completion. They said 
the new general store at the Augusta 
Emporium and a bike shop near the 
Katy Trail are both slated to open July 
1, with the two-pump gas station on 

911 could 
get boost 
from feds
By Geoff Folsom
folsomg@emissourian.com

Franklin County officials 
would like to use federal CO-
VID-19 stimulus money to im-
prove emergency communica-
tion services, but they need to 
make sure it’s an allowable ex-
penditure.

“We’re going to definitely 
look into that option if it’s do-
able,” Presiding Commissioner 
Tim Brinker said after a Thurs-
day workshop meeting.

The county recently received 
just over $10 million, the first of 
two payments it will receive as 
part of the $1.9 trillion Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act. But of-
ficials are still not sure exactly 
what the money can be used on.

“I can’t put my hand on a 
Bible right now,” Brinker said 
when asked if he was sure the 
money could be used for 911 up-
grades. “We’re waiting for a lot 
of guidance.”

The county has until the end 
of 2024 to spend the money, 
Brinker said.

Among the potential uses for 
some of the money discussed 
Thursday was adding more 
emergency communications 
towers, like the one the county’s 
Emergency Management Agen-
cy put into use in Washington 
County to serve southern Frank-
lin  County.

Between purchasing land, 
equipment and construction, 
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St. Clair’s Emily Presley 
makes push for Olympic 
Track and Field team
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Emily Gaebe and the 
Union soccer Lady ’Cats 
finish third in Class 3

 COVERING WASHINGTON • UNION • ST. CLAIR

Dave Hileman

Pages 1D-8D

PRESENTING 
THE

GRADUATES

INSIDE

MoDOT
to study 
Hwy. 100
By Ethan Colbert
ecolbert@emissourian.com

More than 27,000 vehicles 
travel each day on Highway 100 
between Washington and the 
highway’s intersection with 
Interstate 44 at Villa Ridge, 
according to data from the 
Missouri Department of Trans-
portation. 

This is an increase of nearly 
8,000 vehicles per day when 
comparing data from 2016. 

The increase in motor vehicle 
traffic and continued residen-
tial, commercial and other de-
velopments along the highway’s 
corridor, such as the construc-
tion of South Point Elementary 
School, is the primary catalyst 
for a state-funded, wide-ranging 
study of the nearly 9-mile cor-
ridor, according to MoDOT Area 
Engineer Stephen O’Connor, who 
oversees projects in Franklin and 
Jefferson counties. 

“It is going to be an extensive 
study,” O’Connor said Thursday. 

MoDOT is hiring George But-
ler Associates of Lenexa, Kan-
sas, to act as a consultant on the 
study and make recommenda-
tions to the state’s transporta-
tion agency regarding what im-
provements should be made to 
the corridor. 

“They are going to be looking 
at everything along the four-
lane stretch of Highway 100 
from just east of Washington 
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