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Hoffmanns eye corn cob pipe plant
By Reid Glenn
glennr@emissourian.com

The corn cob pipe capital 
of the world may soon be-
come the Hoffmann corn cob 
pipe capital of the world.

After a press conference 
to announce plans for a new 
12-hole golf course in Au-
gusta, David Hoffmann, 
of the Hoffmann Family of 
Companies, said he and his 
wife, Jerri, are eyeing the 

Missouri Meerschaum Co.’s 
corn cob pipe business and 
building as their next acqui-
sition.

Over the past year, the 
Hoffmanns have purchased 
or have signaled their intent 
to purchase a number of es-
tablished Washington-area 
businesses and area winer-
ies to create a $125 million 
national tourist destination 
to rival Napa Valley. Those 
purchases, completed or un-

derway, include NOA Medi-
cal Industries, of Washing-
ton, Mid-America Coaches, 
of Washington, Ferguson 
Valley Nursery in Warren 
County, Town and Country 
Nursery, of Dutzow, and 
four Augusta wineries: Mon-
telle Winery, Augusta Win-
ery, Mount Pleasant Estates 
and Balducci Vineyards. The 
couple also has plans to open 
a large hotel and conference 
center in Augusta and a bou-

tique hotel on the former 
Emmaus Home campus in 
Marthasville. David Hoff-
mann declined to share de-
tails of any negotiations for 
the purchase or the couple’s 
potential plans for the Mis-
souri Meerschaum company, 
which is based in an 1880s 
era factory on Front Street 
in Washington.

“We just love it as is,” he 
said. “Just think, it would be 
neat to have on our trolley 

tour to come (to Augusta), 
go to our wineries, go to our 
golf course, go to our boat, 
go down to Washington and 
take a tour, we think that 
would be really cool.”

Phil Morgan, general 
manager of Missouri Meer-
schaum, confirmed that 
Osprey Capital, a Chicago-
area investment firm in the 
Hoffmann Family of Compa-
nies, had reached out to the 

Just out of reach
Brayden Perry, 3, stands on a fence watching a donkey Sept. 23 at Sunset on the Riv-

erfront. The petting zoo, among other activities, was set up at Rennick Riverfront Park by 
Faith Baptist Church, which ran the children’s activities. Missourian Photo/Julia Hansen.

Alleged threat
sends school 
into lockdown
By Ethan Colbert
ecolbert@emissourian.com

Students at Four Rivers Career Center were temporar-
ily restricted to their classrooms Thursday morning as of-
ficials conducted an investigation into allegations that an 
unidentified 16-year-old Pacific High School student had 
made a threat against the school.

The investigation was launched the previous evening 
when a Franklin County School Safety Deputy received a 
call from an administrator at the Meramec Valley School 
District R-III regarding a student bringing a gun to school 
on the following day, Sept. 23, Franklin County Sheriff 
Steve Pelton said. 

“Deputies immediately contacted the Pacific Police De-
partment where a joint investigation was conducted,” Pelton 
said. As part of that investigation, authorities learned that a 
text message was sent indicating that there was going to be 

269 new COVID cases
By William Skipworth
skipworthw@emissourian.com

The number of reported 
COVID-19 cases, hospital-
izations and testing positiv-
ity rates in Franklin County 
declined in Friday’s weekly 
update from the Franklin 
County Health Department.

The health department 
reported 269 new cases of 
the virus between Sept. 18 
and Sept. 24. That’s signifi-
cantly fewer than last week, 

when there were 356 cases. 
In total, there have been 
12,062 reported cases since 
the onset of the pandemic, 
with an additional 3,030 
listed as probable cases.

The average age of CO-
VID-19 cases this week was 
37. Sixty-one are under 18 
years old. Twenty-nine are 
over 65. And 179 are be-
tween the ages of 18 and 65.

There were no new deaths 
reported in this week’s up-
date. The current death 

toll from COVID-19 in the 
county stands at 191 people, 
with an additional 32 deaths 
listed as probable.

Nine people from Frank-
lin County are hospitalized 
with COVID-19, according 
to the update. That’s five 
fewer than last week, when 
14 people were hospitalized.

Additionally, the test-
ing positivity rate — the 
percentage of COVID-19 
tests that come back posi-

Nearly all of 
Mercy, BJC 
employees 
vaccinated
By William Skipworth
skipworthw@emissourian.com

Ninety-five percent of Mercy’s employees are vacci-
nated against COVID-19, according to hospital officials. 
Mercy employs over 40,000 people across the central U.S.

This information comes just days prior to the Sept. 30 
vaccination deadline imposed by Mercy administrators in 
July. At the time of the announcement, Mercy Hospital 
President and Chief Operating Officer Brent Hubbard 
said roughly 75 percent of Mercy employees system-wide 
were vaccinated against the virus.

“This (delta) variant is bringing down younger, health-
ier people every day,” Hubbard said in July.

Bethany Pope, media relations manager for Mercy 
Health, said that employees who do not comply with the 
requirement are put on a 30-day unpaid suspension. If 
they do not comply by the end of those 30 days, they will 
be terminated.

Pope said she didn’t have vaccination rates specific to 
Mercy Hospital Washington or nearby Mercy clinics as of 
Friday morning.

Including the hospital, the Mercy health system has 25 
outpatient and clinic locations in the Washington area, 
including in Union, Pacific, St. Clair, Marthasville, New 
Haven, Eureka, Hermann, Gerald and Sullivan. The sys-
tem also includes hospitals in the St. Louis metro region, 
southwest Missouri, Arkansas and Oklahoma.

Mercy Hospital is the largest employer in Washing-
ton, employing 1,500 people, and one of the only compa-
nies to have a vaccination mandate. Pope did not report 
what percentage of employees who were not vaccinated 
received a religious or medical exemption.

BJC HealthCare, which includes Missouri Baptist 
Hospital in Sullivan, also has issued a vaccination 
mandate. The BJC HealthCare system is made up of 
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Taking aim
Carter Brunzel, 6, pulls on a slingshot as he prepares to launch an apple Sept. 18 

at the Augusta Harvest Festival. Brunzel was participating in the Augusta Fling 
game, in which participants could launch an apple or a pumpkin. The first day of fall 
was Sept. 21. Missourian Photo/Julia Hansen.
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