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United Way Salutes Top Donors in Drive
By Susan Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

The Franklin County Area 
United Way celebrated its 
record-breaking campaign 
Tuesday night by shining the 
spotlight on top corporate and 
individual donors.

“We not only met and sur-
passed our goal of $1,111,111, 
but we even exceeded last year’s 
attainment by almost $52,000 
— and that is truly a miracle,” 
said Whitney Livengood, board 

president and campaign co-
chair.

“The final attainment this 
year was an astounding, unbe-
lievable $1,229,878,” Livengood 
told the more than 125 in atten-
dance at the victory celebration, 
held at Jesuit Hall in Washing-
ton.

“Please know that we do 
not take your contribution for 
granted,” she said. “We know 

that there are dozens of worthy 
causes competing for your at-
tention and hard-earned dollar. 
We are humbled and extremely 
grateful that you continue to 
support the United Way.”

A special guest at the recep-
tion was Dayna Stock, vice 
president, regions and special 
initiatives, with the St. Louis 
United Way, who congratulated 
the community on its tremen-

dous support.
Livengood said the leading 

force behind the success of the 
drive was the board members, 
who were recognized, along 
with the advisory council mem-
bers, volunteers and staff.

“We thank them for their 
time, hard work and dedica-
tion,” she said.

Top Contributors
The top corporate contribu-

tor this year — for the fifth 
consecutive year — is Melton 
Machine & Control Company 
and Computech Manufacturing 
Company, Washington, with a 
combined donation of $154,038.

Melton and Computech had 
17 leadership gifts of $1,000 or 
more and 22 community inves-
tor gifts of $500 to $999. A cor-
porate match of all employee 
donations also is part of the to-
tal.

Ameren Missouri was the 

City Ranking Capital Projects
By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

After weeks of presentations and 
discussions about cost, the ranking 
of proposed capital improvement 
sales tax projects has begun.

City Administrator Darren Lamb 
and city staff created a ranking sys-

tem to organize the proposed proj-
ects. The rankings are designed to 
help the sales tax committee choose 
what projects to support if voters 
approve an extension of the city’s 
half-cent capital improvement sales 
tax. 

The sales tax committee has been 
trying to pare down the list of proj-

ects to fit under the projected reve-
nue estimates. Currently more than 
$19.8 million worth of projects are 
proposed and the tax is expected 
to generate $12.6 to $15.1 if voters 
approve an eight-year extension in 
April. 

The ranking list is broken down 

Additions, 
Renovations 
Planned for 
Jail Project
n Cost Is $30.8 Million

By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

A proposed $30.8 million expansion of the ex-
isting Franklin County Jail/911 facilities will in-
corporate 47,000 square feet of new construction 
with extensive renovations and strengthening of 
the existing structure.

According to designs presented to the Franklin 
County Commission and the public this week, only 
a small portion of the current building housing the 
jail, sheriff ’s department and 911 center will be 
untouched.

New Additions 
The largest and most costly portion of the proj-

ect will be a $19,586,000 inmate housing unit to 
expand east on the current property.

Plans propose a 41,000-square-foot, two-story 
building that would include 250 long-term beds 
and additional space for 22 more.

This portion of the project would include multi-
ple secure day rooms, two- and four-man cells and 
ADA-approved cells.

New booking, prisoner intake/transport, maxi-
mum security and medical facilities will be part of 
the addition, as well as a housing control area for 
guards to monitor prisoner movement.

Another 6,000-square-foot addition will be 

Tax Proposal 
Meeting Is
Scheduled 
n Between City, County

By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

Washington city officials are set to meet with 
Franklin County commissioners Monday to dis-
cuss the county’s plan to request a new half-cent 
sales tax on the April ballot. 

Earlier this week the county commission pre-
sented plans to ask voters to approve a half-cent 
sales tax for jail improvements and public safety. 
If the commission moves forward with the request, 
the measure would be on the April 3, 2018, ballot, 
along with Washington’s request for an extension 
of its half-cent sales tax for capital improvement 

Amanda Koch and Devin Bock

The Hunt Is On
Armed with flashlights and determination, children took off running at the start of the Washington Parks Depart-

ment’s annual candy cane hunt Thursday evening, Dec. 14. Held on the grounds around the city auditorium, the 
hunt allows each child to find six candy canes each. More than 30 children participated this year, including, from 
left, Aubrey Pecka, Nora Snider, Hadleigh Bowman and Anneliese Barron.   Missourian Photo.

Top 5 United Way Donors Recognized
The Franklin County Area United Way held a victory celebration Tuesday night, Dec. 12, to recognize top corpo-

rate and individual donors in the 2017 campaign. Representatives of the Top 5 contributors are pictured above.
Front row, from left, are David Langenberg, Melton Machine & Control Company/Computech Manufacturing Com-

pany, and Ken Schmidt, Bob Dixon, Gary Marquart, Tina Metzger-Pelech and Kevin Stumpe, all with Ameren Missouri.
Second row, from left, are Tanya Flamion, Doug Schmidt, Chelsie Hansen, Gary Ruffion, Andrea Brueggemann, Ellerd 

Niemeyer, Nicole Overschmidt and Ben Sherwood, all with Purina Animal Nutrition; Brenda Lause, Parker Hannifin-Spor-
lan Division; and Jamie Holtmeyer, Tim Tobben and Phillip Kleekamp, all with Bank of Washington.   Missourian Photo.
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