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A Year in Review: Major News Stories
Flooding, bridge construc-

tion, city projects and drug 
overdoses dominated the news 
in Washington in 2017.

Here is a look back at some 
of the top news stories over the 
past year.

Flooding — In the spring, 
officials declared a state of 
emergency with major flooding 
all over the county. The flooding 

was due to a 10-day stretch of 
rain from April 26 through May 
5.

At the worst of the flooding, 
the Bourbeuse, Meramec and 
Missouri rivers were at major 
flood stage. Franklin County’s 

road arteries were cut off.
At different times, Interstate 

44 and Highways 50, 47, 30 
and 185, as well as many local 
roads, were closed due to flood-
ing. The Bruns Bridge also was 
washed off its piers by the rush-

ing Meramec River.
The National Weather Ser-

vice recorded the Missouri Riv-
er at 31.88 feet May 5 — the 
fifth highest crest in recorded 
history.

Highway 47 Bridge — 

Work on the new Highway 47 
bridge over the Missouri River 
is now about 50 percent com-
plete. The deadline for comple-
tion has been pushed back more 
than one month to December 
2018 — primarily due to flood-
ing in the spring that delayed 
work. 

Alberici Constructors Inc. 

Drug Use 
Leads to 
Uptick in 
Crimes
n Stolen Vehicles, 

Burglary Cases Rise
By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

The number of vehicles stolen in 
Washington increased sharply in 2017.

Chief Ed Menefee said 24 vehicles 
had been stolen in 2017 — a big up-
turn from the four stolen in 2016. In 
addition to the stolen cars, burglary, 
assaults and drug overdoses all rose 
in the last year, according to numbers 
provided by the Washington Police De-
partment. 

Menefee believes most of the in-
creases are drug related as the com-
munity continues to combat the ongo-
ing opioid epidemic. 

“They steal (the car) and take it 
down to the city,” he said. “They get 
a couple of hits of heroin or what-

Flu Cases 
Increase 
Sharply
n Could Shatter 
Last Year’s Totals
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Flu cases spiked sharply in Franklin 
County in the week between Christ-
mas and New Year’s and may continue 
to rise throughout the winter.

County Public Health Supervisor 
Tony Buel says just under 500 flu cases 
had been reported as of last week, dou-
bling those of the week before. 

“Right now we are at 477 and count-
ing,” Buel said. “There were over 230 
reported last week alone.”

Buel said he normally receives the 
updated flu numbers on Mondays, and 
with the holiday this week, there is a 
chance they could be much higher than 
the current totals.

The health department gets flu num-
bers from hospitals, clinics and doc-
tors’ offices throughout the county, but 
even then the totals can be higher due 
to people self-treating and not seeing a 

Fulford Named 
Municipal Judge
n Replaces Hellmann

By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

Union attorney Scott Fulford was appointed the Franklin 
County municipal judge Thursday, Dec. 28.

Fulford, 49, a partner in the firm Becker, 
Robinson, Brinkmann and Fulford, LLC, 
located in Union, was named to the posi-
tion by 20th District Presiding Judge Ike 
Lamke. 

He replaces Judge Craig Hellmann who 
was appointed by Gov. Eric Greitens earlier 
in December to 20th District circuit judge 
to replace Judge Gael D. Wood, who retired 
in October.

“I am glad Judge Lamke had enough 
confidence in me to appoint me to the posi-
tion,” Fulford said.

Franklin County Municipal Court began 
hearing cases in 2012 to expedite resolution of local traffic and 
zoning violation cases.

Those eligible for the position were sitting municipal judges 
currently serving cities in the 20th Judicial Circuit encompass-
ing Franklin, Gasconade and Osage counties.

Fulford is the municipal judge in New Haven. He also is the 

It’s Cold Outside!
Ed McNew’s beard froze during the Area Four Rivers YMCA New Year 

Resolution Run Monday, Jan. 1. The event started with a temperature of 0 
and a wind chill of -11 degrees. After the event participants could attend an 
open house at the YMCA.   Missourian Photo.

Bubble Smiles
Hunter Mohart, left, and Olivia Richardson danced in the glow-in-the-dark black light bubbles at 

the Harry Potter Yule Ball Friday, Dec. 29, at the city auditorium. The event featured activities, 
games and crafts for wizards and muggles.   Missourian Photo.
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