
By Susan Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

The Washington Area Chamber 
of Commerce has lost the contract 
to manage the Washington License 
Office.

The Chamber, which has operat-
ed the license office since 1973, was 
notified Dec. 12 that License Office 
Services, LLC, based in Jefferson 
City, was awarded a five-year man-

agement contract to operate the of-
fice here.

This is the same company that 
operates the Union License Office.

Just like Washington, it was the 
Union Chamber of Commerce that 
had managed the office there, also 
since 1973. The Union Chamber 
appealed the decision, but lost and 
License Office Services took over in 
the spring of 2016. 

All license office contracts in 

Missouri are awarded through a 
point-based competitive bid pro-
cess. The Washington Chamber 
and any interested entities were 
required to submit a RFP (Request 
for Proposals) this past September 
to the state.

Jennifer Giesike, Chamber pres-
ident/CEO, said the Chamber sub-
mitted a competitive bid and hoped 
its longevity in managing the office 

By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

The Washington Capital Improvement Sales Tax Com-
mittee is set to start the new year looking to trim at least 
$3.2 million from its capital project list. 

Since late October, 33 projects carrying an estimated 
$18,304,600 price tag have been presented to the com-
mittee. That number, and the number of projects needs 
to be cut in order to get under projected revenue fig-
ures.

If voters in April approve an eight-year extension of the 
city’s half-cent capital improvement sales tax, the city esti-
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Top Prize for Home Decorations
The home of Nick and Meghan Hauser, located at 1106 E. Third St. in Washington, 

won first place in the annual holiday home decorating contest. The contest is spon-
sored by The Missourian and the Bank of Washington. The Hausers received a prize 
of $150.   Missourian Photo.
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Griesheimer Reflects 
On Final Year in Office
By Monte Miller 
Missourian Staff Writer

Franklin County Presiding Commis-
sioner John Griesheimer is entering his 
final year in public office in 2018 and 
hopes it is an easier go than 2017 has 
been.

“This has been a 
tough year and we’ve 
dealt with things as 
they’ve come along,” 
Griesheimer said. “We’ll 
have to wait and see.” 

The year started on 
a bright point with con-
struction starting on 
the largest bridge proj-
ect ever undertaken by Franklin County. 
The $4.3 million project to replace the 
Bend Road Bridge over the Meramec 
River outside Pacific is the largest bridge 
project ever undertaken by the county.

But, unexpected late spring flooding 
halted bridge construction and put the 
county in a state of emergency.

“The floods were the worst part of the 
year,” Griesheimer said. “We are still 
dealing with the aftermath.”

Griesheimer added another low point 
for the year in his opinion was the failure 
of the general assembly to pass legisla-

tion including Franklin County into the 
Bi-State Development Agency.

For many years, Griesheimer has at-
tempted to get mass transit connected to 
the county and the inclusion in Bi-State 
would open that door.

Similar legislation has already been 
filed for the 2018 legis-
lative session. 

Positives 
The past year 

wasn’t all doom and 
gloom, and the county 
commission did reach 
several very positive 
milestones.

One of the big-
gest positives in 

Griesheimer’s eyes was the recent con-
tract signed for medical examiner servic-
es, and the savings and reduced red tape 
it will bring to the county.

The need arose when St. Louis Uni-
versity (SLU), which the county had 
contracted with for more than 30 years, 
raised the yearly medical examiner rates 
by $100,000.

Essentially, the county joined forces 
with Jefferson and St. Charles counties 
to bypass the middle-man and contract 
directly with the individual medical ex-

Snow for Christmas
A winter snowfall hit Washington just before Christmas. Snow began falling Fri-

day, Dec. 22, and had covered the ground Saturday morning. This picture shows 
Main Street near Tiemann Drive.  Missourian Photo.
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“The biggest problem 
we have is crime. There 

are still lots of issues 
that are undecided.”

  – John Griesheimer


