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Coach Charged With Child Molestation
By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

A former gymnastics coach 
has been charged with three 
counts of felony child molesta-
tion for allegedly inappropriate 
touching of female gymnasts at 
Kids in Motion in Washington

David F. Schneider, 41, 
Washington, was charged with 
three felony counts of first-de-
gree child molestation Tuesday, 
Feb. 6. 

Schneider was initially 
held on a $100,000 cash-only 
bond. The bond was reduced 
to $50,000 Wednesday. He was 
bonded out Wednesday evening, 
according to the sheriff ’s office.

Schneider is prohibited from 
contacting the three victims. He 
is being represented by Daniel 
Briegel, a Union-based attor-
ney.

He posted bond and was re-
leased from the Franklin Coun-
ty Jail Wednesday, Feb. 7. He 
is scheduled to appear in court 
in front of Judge David Hoven 
Thursday, Feb. 22. 

The charges stem from in-
cidents police say occurred in 
2013 and 2014, according to on-
line court documents. Schnei-
der was a volunteer gymnastics 

coach at Kids in Motion at that 
time.

Washington police began an 
investigation into allegations 
of inappropriate touching after 
being contacted by a juvenile, 
Jan. 9. The girl told police her 
gymnastics coach had touched 
her inappropriately five years 
ago.

According to the probable cause 

statement filed in the Franklin 
County Prosecutor’s office by 
Washington police, the first vic-
tim told police Schneider “used 
his hand to go under her shorts 
and grab the area of her vagina 
over her leotard” on multiple 
occasions while he was spotting 
her while doing the oversplits.

The victim told police she 
thought it was strange at the 
time the incident occurred, but 
didn’t realize it was wrong until 

Gym Did 
Not Report
Allegations
n Suspect Held Other 

Coaching Jobs
By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

Washington police were not notified of a 2014 
incident at Kids in Motion that led to one of three 
felony child molestation charges against a gym-
nastics coach.

David F. Schneider, 41, Washington, was 
charged Tuesday, Feb. 6, in Franklin County As-
sociate Circuit Court with three felony counts of 
child molestation. The charges stem only from in-
cidents at Kids in Motion.

According to a probable cause statement filed in the 
Franklin County Prosecutor’s office by Washington 

More Fair Acts Announced
By Susan Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

More entertainment acts have 
been announced for the Washington 
Town & Country Fair in August.

Up and coming country music 
singer/songwriter Walker Hayes, 

whose popular single “You Broke 
Up With Me” has dominated coun-
try radio, will perform Thursday, 
Aug. 2, on the Main Stage.

“Walker Hayes has an interest-
ing story and has been in Nash-
ville a long time, but now he’s re-
ally breaking out, so we’re getting 

him at a great time,” said Amanda 
Griesheimer, marketing director for 
the Fair and Chamber.

Still to be announced is the Sat-
urday Main Stage show.

“We hope to be able to do that 
very soon, possibly next week,” 

Flu Forces 
Closure of 
Schools
n High Number of 

Students, Staff Sick
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing

Flu is hitting the county hard this year, espe-
cially schools. At least four area parochial schools 
have closed down for at least one day after having 
a large number of students and staff absent due to 
flu or flu-like symptoms.

Public school districts have been hit too, but not 
as severely.

The total number of flu cases in Franklin Coun-
ty as of Friday was 2,300 and health officials said 
it could go as high as 3,000.

School officials said the flu is taking its toll on 
students and staff alike.

Deep Cleaning
St. Bridget Grade School in Pacific closed 

Wednesday after about 20 students and five teach-
ers were out sick.

The day off allowed extra time for the cleaning 
crew to sanitize desks, tables and all doorknobs, 
said Jean Swebilius, school secretary.

“They also cleaned all of the toys in the prekin-
dergarten classroom,” she said.

Our Lady of Lourdes Grade School, Washington, 

Frick’s Expansion Underway
Work continued on the Frick’s Quality Meats expansion project Thursday, Feb. 8. Frick’s is in the midst of an $8 

million expansion at its location in the Schulze Industrial Park. The company, which manufactures smoked 
meats and sausages in many varieties, broke ground on the 18,000-square-foot expansion next to its existing 
120,000-square-foot facility at 360 M. E. Frick Drive in the fall of 2017. To accommodate the company’s expansion, 
the city of Washington is making necessary stormwater improvements to the industrial park. Missourian Photo.

Truck Engulfed in Flames
Washington Fire Department crews responded to a truck fire Thursday, Feb. 8, at Highway A and Steutermann Road. 

The call came in at about 12:15 p.m. Washington Fire Chief Bill Halmich said the driver reported smelling gas before no-
ticing the truck was on fire. Halmich said a gas leak is believed to have caused the fire. There were no injuries reported. 
Traffic was shut down for some time while crews cleaned up the gas, Halmich said.   Missourian Photo/Judy Halmich.
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