
Manslaughter 
Hearing Now 
Set for July 6
n In Allen Death Case
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

A hearing for three suspects accused in the death of a 
former drug counselor has been continued now that a new 
motion has been filed in a civil suit against the Franklin 
County prosecutor.

In April Judge Darrell Missey, of Jefferson County, dis-
missed a writ of mandamus filed against Robert Parks 
and Franklin County calling for the prosecutor to remove 
himself from the case of three suspects accused in the 
2016 death of Kenneth Allen Jr., 70, Washington.

On Friday, the relators, Allen’s daughter, Kathy Allen, 
and Vincent Bandermann, a county resident, under the 
organization, “Justice for Ken, et al.” filed a motion to 
vacate Judge Missey’s dismissal of the writ.

Due to the civil motion, the hearing in the criminal 
case against Timothy D. Wonish, 32, Whitney D. Robins, 

Planning Board  
Denies Permit for  
Recycling Center
n At Former Sporlan Plant

Art Fair, Winefest 
Opens This Friday

By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

The owner of a recycling plant was 
denied for a second time a special use 
permit to operate at a former manufac-
turing plant.

The Washington Planning and Zon-
ing Commission Monday night voted 
6-2 to deny the request by Jeff Gardner, 
owner of Franklin County Recycling 
and Salvage, LLC, for a special use 
permit to open the business at 1699 W. 
Main St., the site of a former Sporlan 
Valve plant.

Planning commission members who 
voted in favor of denying the request 
were Mark Kluesner, Tony Gokenbach, 
Mark Hidritch, Carolyn Witt, Saman-
tha Cerutti Wacker and Mayor Sandy 

Lucy.
Those voting against the motion to 

deny the request were John Borgmann 
and Chuck Watson. Commission chair-
man Tom Holdmeier abstained from 
the vote.

The permit request must still go be-
fore the city council. A public hearing is 
slated for May 21, but the request will 
not be up for a vote this month, accord-
ing to Sal Maniaci, community and eco-
nomic development director.

The property has been vacant for a 
number of years. It is zoned M-2 heavy 
industrial, but given the nature of the 
proposed use and the requirement for 
outdoor storage of equipment and ma-
terials, a special use permit is required 
to obtain occupancy for the use, includ-

By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

Downtown Washing-
ton Inc. and the Arts 
Council of Washington 
will present the 37th 
Annual Fine Art Fair & 
Winefest this weeked.

“It looks like the 
weather will cooper-
ate and we have a great 
weekend planned,” said 
Bridgette Kelch, execu-
tive director.

“This is our signa-
ture event held right in 
the heart of wine coun-
try and our historic dis-
trict,” she said. “With 

excellent weather, we 
expect to have about 
20,000 to 25,000 people 
over the three days.”

The festival will fea-
ture a winetasting, jur-
ied art show, live music 
and a large food court.

Winetasting
The festival is free, 

but there is a charge for 
the winetasting, which 
will be held under the 
Farmers’ Market. More 
than 60 wines from 11 
Missouri wineries will 
be featured.

Participating winer-
ies include Wenwood 
Farm,  Balducci, Lake 

Creek, White Mule, 
Stone Hill, Noboleis, 
Small Batch, Montelle, 
Augusta, Belmont and 
newcomer Serenity Val-
ley.

Hours for the wine-
tasting will be 5 to 10 
p.m. Friday, and noon 
to 10 p.m. Saturday. 
Admission is $30 at the 
event. Guests will re-
ceive a souvenir wine-
glass.

Kelch said visitors 
to the winetasting area 
will have the opportuni-
ty to win a special wine 
basket prepared by a 
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Police Officers Rock!
Detective Sgt. Steve Sitzes shares a fist bump with St. Francis Borgia Grade School 

third-graders Olivia McDonald, third from right, and Kendal Koelling, second from right, 
Tuesday, May 15, following a memorial flag raising ceremony that was held outside 
Washington’s Public Safety Building for National Peace Officers Memorial Day, which 
pays tribute to the local, state and federal officers who have been harmed in the line of 
duty. Also shown is Kathy Haddox, in back. The SFB students presented a gift basket to 
the Washington police officers to thank them for their service.  Missourian Photo.

Boland Building Razed
The former Boland Feed Store building on Front Street was razed early Tuesday, May 15, to make way 

for more development. The Boland building is part of a downtown redevelopment plan by developer Andy 
Unerstall. There will be six units on the Boland property that will be two-story, 1,600-square-foot residences 
with basements.   Missourian Photo.

District to Receive 
Governance Award
n From School Board Association

By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

The Washington School District will re-
ceive the Missouri School Boards’ Associa-
tion 2018 Governance Team Award.

Recipients will be formally recognized 
at MSBA’s Leadership Summit in Osage 

Beach next month. The awards will be 
presented during the Leadership Summit 
Awards Luncheon Saturday, June 2, at 
Tan-Tar-A Resort.

The recognition, achieved by only 20 of 
Missouri’s 518 public school districts this 
year, is based on the outstanding commit-
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