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Fantastic Float
Kavi Ferdowski learns to float in the water from swim instructor Julia Florian, who 

took her hands away to show him he can do it by himself. The Washington Parks 
Department held the first session of swim lessons June 10-20 at the Agnes Nolting 
Aquatics Complex. The next session will be offered July 8-18.   Missourian Photo.

Riverfront Cleanup
Staff from the Washington Parks Department this week worked to remove debris and mud from the 

James W. Rennick Riverfront Park. The park has been closed for weeks due to floodwaters. The parks 
department has been cleaning the site in preparation of its future opening.   Missourian Photo.
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Ceremony to 
Break Ground 
For New Jail
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Although there has been a flurry of activity in and around 
the Franklin County Adult Detention Center in recent 
months, the official groundbreaking ceremony will be next 
week.

The program is scheduled for 11 a.m., Tuesday, June 25, 
and will include officials from Franklin County, the sheriff ’s 
office, Navigate Building Solutions, FGM Architects and 
others.

Jennifer Kissinger with Navigate Building Solutions said 
parking will be limited at the site due to ongoing construc-
tion.

She detailed the progress of the $30 million jail construc-
tion project at the weekly county commission meeting Tues-
day, June 18.

“If you haven’t been out to the jail in a while, you may not 
notice the differences,” Kissinger said. “But if you are there 
daily, you will notice changes every day.”

During the past week, site clearing, mass excavation and 
tree removal have begun and are expected to continue in the 
next several weeks.

Electrical work also is being done at the site, as well as 
installing conduits and energizing a new transformer and 
disconnecting the old one.

A temporary backup generator for the facility will be in-
stalled soon and the commission has approved the work or-
der for Fabick Cat, Fenton, to decommission the old genera-
tor. It will be placed on public auction and sold.

Once construction at the facility is complete, a new per-
manent backup generator will be installed in a different 

Restaurant Employee 
Found to Have Hep A
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Franklin County Health Depart-
ment director Angie Hittson says 
nursing staff will be conducting free 
hepatitis A vaccinations Saturday, 
June 22, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Union 
for anyone who may have eaten at the 
Union Jack in the Box over the past 
three weekends.

Hepatitis A was diagnosed in an 
employee who handled food at the res-
taurant while infectious. The employ-
ee worked the following dates: May 
26-27, June 2-3, and June 9-10.

According to county health depart-
ment documents, the restaurant was 
inspected just before 3 p.m. Wednesday 
afternoon, June 19, and no ill persons 
were observed during the inspection.

At that time, all food handlers were 
ordered to be vaccinated for hepatitis 
A before returning to work with food 

or drinks.
The health department further or-

dered all food handlers who do not re-
ceive a hepatitis A vaccine or provide 
proof they have been previously vac-
cinated, must be excluded from work 
for 50 days.

Health inspectors returned to Jack 
in the Box before 9 a.m. Thursday 
morning and observed two employees 
were already working without shots 
and they were asked to leave until 
they were properly vaccinated.

An inspection document from that 
visit states the establishment was in 
the process of having all staff vacci-
nated.

A follow-up visit midday Thursday 
documented everyone working at the 
time had been vaccinated, along with 
most of the remaining staff.  

Precautions
While it is uncommon for restau-

Flooding Pushes Back Bridge Work
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

Missouri River flooding has 
set back the removal of the old 
Highway 47 bridge by about 
two months.

That is according to Tim Hel-
lebusch, Missouri Department 
of Transportation (MoDOT) 
resident engineer for the proj-
ect, who said crews can’t work 

to remove piers until the river 
is below flood stage. 

“The recent flooding has put 
the demolition work on hold. To 
be efficient with removals, the 
river really needs to be below 
20 feet on the Washington river 
gauge,” he told The Missourian. 
“Based on the current forecast, 

we are optimistic we will be 
back on the water within a cou-
ple of weeks.”

The Missouri River at Wash-
ington has dropped 7 feet in 
depth in the last two weeks.

After reaching its 10th high-
est recorded crest of 29.45 feet 
on June 8, the National Weath-

er Service (NWS) has projected 
the river to be at 22.5 feet in 
depth by midday Saturday. The 
NWS predicts the river will 
make a slow but sharp decline 
in the next two weeks and reach 
the 20-foot stage June 28 before 
falling to below 18 feet and out 
of action stage by July 4. The 

average depth of the main river 
channel at Washington is 15 
feet.

The removal of the old bridge 
is being done by Marschel 
Wrecking LLC, Fenton. The 
company was contracted to blast 
the old bridge and remove the 
pieces from the water. Marschel 
also will remove the remain-
ing piers and two trusses. The 

Fair Books New Friday Act
By Amanda Postma
Missourian Staff Writer

Washington Town & Coun-
try Fair officials recently an-
nounced Shooter Jennings will 
complete the Friday night, Aug. 
9, lineup.

Shooter Jennings, Waylon 

Jennings’ son, was booked af-
ter the Turnpike Troubadours 
concert was canceled late last 
month. Fair officials said the 
cancellation was due to factors 
beyond their control. 

With Shooter Jennings 
booked, the Friday night red 
dirt triple feature lineup is 

again full.  
“We thought he was a 

good fit for the fan base com-
ing that night,” said Amanda 
Griesheimer, Washington Area 
Chamber of Commerce director 
of marketing. 

This will be Shooter Jen-
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