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Flowers in the Air
Attendees at the Walk to End Alzheimer’s raised different colored flowers during the event Saturday, Sept. 9, at 

the city park in Washington to represent for whom they were walking. Blue was for someone with Alzheimer’s or 
dementia, purple was for someone who has lost a loved one to the disease, yellow was for people currently sup-
porting or caring for someone with the disease, and orange was for anyone who supported the cause and vision 
of a world without Alzheimer’s. More than 500 people took part in the 1-mile and 3-mile walks.   Missourian Photo.

Tractor Cruising
A line of tractors headed down East Fifth Street in Washington for the Knights of Columbus’ 10th annual Journey for Charity 

Tractor Cruise Sunday, Sept. 10.  A record 166 tractors took part in this year’s event. The group collected more than 4,000 
pounds of food for local food pantries.   Missourian Photo.

Forensic 
Services 
Fees Up
n For County

By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

The cost to Franklin County for medi-
cal examiner services will increase by 
$100,000 for 2018 and there is little or 
nothing officials can do to stop it.

For the past 23 years, St. Louis Uni-
versity (SLU) has provided medical ex-
aminer services on more than 13,000 
deaths at the request of Franklin Coun-
ty, averaging about $350 per case.

The price for those services has con-
sistently increased by $10,000 per year 
since 2011.

For 2017, Franklin County agreed to 
pay SLU $288,055 for medical examiner 
services. The proposed price for 2018 is 
$388,876. 

At a meeting last week, SLU offi-

Burglar,
Car Thief 
Captured
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

The man linked to over 30 theft and 
burglary cases in Franklin and Jefferson 
counties was again taken into custody 
last week following a foot pursuit in the 
Dittmer area.

Steven Stotts Jr., 35, of Dittmer, was 
arrested Thursday night near Highway 
30 and Dittmer Road about 5 miles east 

Tractor Cruise Sets Records

By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

It was a record-setting day Sunday at the Knights 
of Columbus’ 10th annual Journey for Charity Tractor 
Cruise.

Not only did 166 tractors turn out for the 30-mile 
cruise, but the group collected more than 4,000 pounds 
of food. Both numbers shattered last year’s totals of 133 
tractors and 2,500 pounds of food.

“It was an awesome day,” said John Jasper, Tractor 
Cruise committee member. “It was just an incredible 
day. We broke all the records from last year.”

Jasper said the money collected is still being counted.
The tractor cruise is held to raise funds and collect 

food for local pantries. The annual event is organized by 
the Washington, Union, St. Clair and St. John-Gildehaus 

Knights of Columbus councils.
This year, the tractors took the 30-mile trek from St. 

Clair to Union before ending in Washington.
Jasper said the only problem this year was the cruise 

ran slightly off schedule. He said the parade of tractors 
was late in reaching Washington — but for a good reason.

The record number of 166 tractors stretched a long 
way and slowed things down, he said. The large amount 
of tractors needing to get from Point A to Point B caused 
the group to be about 45 minutes late, he explained.

There were so many tractors involved this year, Jas-
per said it took about 20 minutes for the entire group to 
pass through a point.

“Everything went awesome,” he said. “It was a little 
scary how everything went so smooth.”

There were no major problems — no flat tires or any 

ACT Scores 
Top Average 
In Missouri

n At WHS
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

ACT scores for the Washington High School 
Class of 2017 are above state and national aver-
ages, according to recently released results.

The national college-entry exam measures stu-
dents’ readiness for college-level work. The highest 
possible score is 36.

Washington’s overall composite score is 21.5, up 
from 21.2 last year. The composite score includes 
the scores from the ACT Test Day in April. All 11th-
graders in the state of Missouri were required to 
take the exam.

The state average is 20.4, up from 20.2. Nation-
ally, 60 percent of students took the ACT, with a 
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