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Study: Better Fire Reporting Needed
By Kavahn Mansouri
Missourian Staff Writer

An emergency services con-
sulting firm is recommending the 
city take steps to better document 
the operations of the Washington 
Fire Department.

Emergency Services Consult-
ing International (ESCI), the 
firm hired to conduct a fire sta-
tion location and Insurance Ser-
vices Office (ISO) rating study, 
presented its findings Monday, 

Aug. 27, at the city’s adminis-
tration and operation committee 
meeting.

The study was aimed to deter-
mine where the best location of 
a new firehouse would be to ad-
dress coverage deficiencies, and 
acting as a “pre-survey” of the 
city’s ISO rating.

Washington has an ISO 3 rat-
ing, better than many other cities 

in the region. The rating stems 
from a divergent score of 71.73 
out of 105.5

Project manager Stuart Mc-
Cutcheon, who presented the 
firm’s findings, said one issue 
seriously hindering that rating 
is accurate and consistent docu-
mentation in the fire department.

“Documentation really is the 
biggest thing here,” McCutcheon 

said. 
Fire Inspector

A good start to improving doc-
umentation would be adding a 
part-time fire inspector position 
to the department, on a trial ba-
sis. McCutcheon added that the 
workload to accomplish inspec-
tion and code compliance now is 
too much work for the on-hand 
staff at the department.

He said the position could ease 
the staff ’s workload and improve 
the department’s accuracy when 
taking data.

“The workload is pretty well 
being put on one person to do part 
time, on their spare time outside 
of a full-time job right now,” Mc-
Cutcheon said. “You’d get a lot of 
benefits from having that posi-
tion, as well as having someone 
there to understand and help out 
with the fire department’s docu-

Debate 
Lowering 
Tax Rate
n Maintain College 
Rates at Same Level

By Kavahn Mansouri
Missourian Staff Writer

East Central College’s Board of Trustees Mon-
day night voted to maintain its tax levy at the 
same rate for the second year in a row.

The operating tax levy for 2018 is .3700 cents 
per $100 in assessed valuation, and the debt ser-
vice levy is .0841 cents — the exact same rates as 
last year.

The tax rates are subject to change based upon 
actions by the county board of equalization, the 
State Tax Commission, subsequent information, 
applicable law and certification by the state audi-
tor.

The tax rates are set to produce revenues of at 
least $6,520,319, roughly $127,480 more than last 
year’s revenue.

The debt service levy is set to produce revenues 

Bridge Crews 
Have ‘ADA 
Experience’

Enrollment 
Is Highest 
At Lourdes

By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Contractors on the new Highway 47 bridge at 
Washington got a chance to see the world from the 
perspective of individuals in wheelchairs.

Missouri Department of Transportation (MoDOT) 
Area Engineer Judy Wagner titled the exercise the 
“ADA Experience.” 

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) be-
came law in 1990. The ADA is a civil rights law that 
prohibits discrimination against people with disabili-
ties in all areas of public life, including jobs, schools, 
transportation, and all public and private places that 
are open to the general public.

The exercise Monday gave contractors and city 
of Washington staff working on the new bridge and 
sidewalk projects a firsthand experience of how dif-
ficult it can sometimes be to travel in a wheelchair on 
public sidewalks and other areas.

As part of the exercise, workers used wheelchairs 
to navigate the sidewalks and crosswalks outside the 
Emergency Room of Mercy Hospital Washington at 
the intersection of Highway 47 and Third Street.

The experience was eye-opening for many who 
participated, highlighting how even the slightest hill 
or obstacle can be overwhelming and even danger-
ous.

“More and more people are becoming dependent 

By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

Our Lady of Lourdes has the largest 
enrollment of area Catholic and private 
schools with a total of 391 students in pre-
school through eighth grade.

Principal Tammi Rohman said enroll-
ment is up about 20 students from last year 
with 10 new students in both the prekin-
dergarten program and the grade school, 
located in Washington.

“The beginning of school went very well 
and we are all settling into our routines,” 
said Rohman. “It is nice to have the children 
back in the school.”

Classes at OLL started Thursday, Aug. 
16. The preschool program got underway 
Monday, Aug. 20.

St. Francis Borgia 
Across town, enrollment at St. Francis 

Borgia Grade School stands at 227 students.
“We have 32 new students in preschool 

through eighth grade,” said Principal Linda 
Pahl. We have had an amazing opening to 
the school year.”

Classes at Borgia also got underway 
Aug. 16.

“We opened the school year by celebrat-
ing Mass in the gym on the new floor and 
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Prepping for the Pour
Two concrete pours on the new Highway 47 bridge at Washington have been completed. On Monday, crews pre-

pared for one of the five remaining concrete pours by installing rebar and prepping the deck surface. Because of the 
extreme heat early in the week, water was used to cool the road deck temperatures to about 70 degrees to allow the 
concrete to cure properly.  Missourian Photo.

Run for the Doughnut
Local police officers and firefighters cheer and clap as little Henry 

Pinter runs to the finish line in a doughnut dash held Saturday morn-
ing, Aug. 25, as part of the Battle for the Badges at Four Rivers Area 
YMCA. The event, which included a 5K run/walk, 1-mile family fun run/
walk and a dog walk, was held to honor police, fire and all emergency 
responders.   Missourian Photo. 
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