
Deacon Boland Blesses Pets
Students at Our Lady of Lourdes brought a variety of animals to the school’s annual Pet Blessing 

Wednesday, Oct. 4. Deacon Richard Boland blessed dogs, cats, hamsters and even a hedgehog. He is 
shown blessing Sophie Schuck’s dog as fellow student Natalie Garrett holds her guinea pig after it was 
already blessed.   Missourian Photo.

Marching Blue Jays to Host Festival
The senior members of the Washington High School Marching Blue Jays pose for a photo as they prepare to host the school’s annual marching band festival this Saturday. 

The parade competition will begin at 8:30 a.m. downtown. The field contests will get underway at 11:30 a.m. at WHS. As host, the Marching Blue Jays will perform in both 
events, but will not be eligible for awards.   Missourian Photo.

Grant for New 
City Bike Path 
Is Approved
By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

Plans for a new bike path in Washington keep rolling 
forward.

At its Sept. 27 meeting, the East-West Gateway Coun-
cil of Governments (EWGW) voted to amend its fiscal year 
2018-2021 budget to include several transportation alter-
native program (TAP) grants. Among the projects added 
was Washington’s proposed new bike path.

Community and Economic Development Director Sal 
Maniaci said he will attend a workshop Thursday, Nov. 9, 
to get more information on the project.

The EWGW budget has $750,000 devoted to the project. 
The city’s share of the price tag would be $170,041 with the 
grant covering $580,162.

The budget shows $35,000 being awarded in 2018 for 
engineering with the rest of the funds being released in 
2019.

The TAP grant is funded through the Missouri De-
partment of Transportation and the federal government. 
EWGW administers the grant.

The path would start at Jefferson and Eighth streets 
and head east before ultimately connecting with the east-
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WHS Marching Band Fest This Saturday

Sales Tax Renewal Committee Forming

By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

More than 2,000 students 
from 37 schools will compete Sat-
urday in the 49th annual Wash-
ington Marching Band Festival.

The event will  feature both a 
parade competition and a field 
competition.

As the host, the Washington 

High School Marching Blue Jays 
will give exhibition performanc-
es in both events, but will not be 
eligible for awards.

WHS Band Director Ryan 
Lovell said the festival is a major 
undertaking and more than 200 
volunteers, including parents, 

staff and others, will help to put 
it on.

The parade will begin at 8:30 
a.m. WHS will be the last entry 
and should step off at approxi-
mately 10:15 to 10:30 a.m.

The parade will begin at Main 
and Cedar streets and proceed 

east on Main to Jefferson street. 
It will turn south on Jefferson to 
east on Eighth Street and end at 
Eighth and Sunnyside streets.

The bands will require the full 
width of the street, so parking 
restrictions will apply along the 
route Saturday from 7:30 until 

about 11 a.m. or the end of the 
parade.

Parade Lineup
The lineup for the parade is as 

follows:
Class Middle School — Linn 

Middle School.
Class F — Chamois Junior 

High and High School, Linn 
High School, New Haven High 

By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

A committee is forming to ex-
plore the capital improvement 
needs in Washington in advance 
of proposing an extension of a city 
sales tax.

Mayor Sandy Lucy said the 
committee will determine proj-
ects to be presented to the com-

munity in seeking support of a 
renewal of the city’s half-cent 
capital improvement sales tax 
that will expire next year. 

The city council will determine 
if the city will seek renewal of 
the one-half cent sales tax that 
has been collected for 28 years 

for capital improvements. If ap-
proved by the council, it is likely 
that the question will be posed to 
voters in April 2018.

Washington residents origi-
nally authorized this tax in 1989 
for five years. It was reauthorized 
for a second period of eight years 

starting in 1994, a third period of 
eight years starting in 2002 and 
a fourth period starting in 2010. 
The tax sunsets in August 2018.

 The sales tax generated 
$2,177,255.93 from Oct. 1, 2016, 
through Sept. 30, 2017. The 
2017-2018 budgeted amount is 

$2,250,000.
Committee, Duties

According to Lucy, the commit-
tee will be comprised of a broad 
spectrum of community-minded 
members.

“We are trying to get a variety 
of people from different walks of 
life,” she said.

It will be those members who 
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