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Cheers to Downtown!
Downtown Washington Inc. hosted its third Farm to Table event Thursday night which featured locally sourced food 

prepared by local chefs. In the past, the dinner was served along one table set up in the middle of Main Street in front 
of the Farmers’ Market. Due to threatening weather, the event was moved under the market this year, which organiz-
ers said worked out well. A total of 192 tickets were sold for the dinner, which sold out in one day.   Missourian Photo.

Installing Inlet
Pictured is a crew installing a 4-foot by 2-foot drop inlet to catch the surface water and connect the con-

crete pipes that carry the stormwater under a new sidewalk along Highway 47 south of the Missouri River 
bridge. One lane of southbound Highway 47 has been closed since mid-August for  drainage, sidewalks and 
pavement work in preparation for the new bridge slated to open later this year. Crews are reconstructing the 
sidewalks, bringing them into Americans with Disabilities Act compliance, as work moves closer to the new 
pedestrian and bicycle trail on the approach of the new bridge.   Missourian Photo.

More Career Firefighters Being Hired
By Monte Miller 
Missourian Staff Writer

According to the National 
Fire Protection Association, 70 
percent of all firefighters in the 
United States are volunteers.

That is a staggering number 
when you take into account the 
inherent dangers of being a fire-
fighter and the intense training 
requirements placed on men 
and women whose fire service 

is secondary to additional full-
time careers.

Across the country, the num-
ber of volunteers in the fire ser-
vice is shrinking, leaving many 
communities with aging or un-
derstaffed fire departments as 
the number of calls for service 
continue to increase.

So, what happens if you call 
911 and nobody is available 
to respond? The emergency 
doesn’t just go away.

To remedy low manpower 
some smaller communities, 
those that can afford it, have 
begun hiring paid firefighters 
to staff at least one responding 

unit at all times. 
In Franklin County several 

fire districts, including Boles, 
Pacific, Union, St. Clair and 
Sullivan, have hired career fire-
fighters to guarantee manpow-
er is at safe levels to protect the 
communities they serve while 
keeping the first responders 

safe as well.
Boles  

Boles Fire Protection District 
Chief James Casey says he cur-
rently has 26 career firefighters 
on staff to cover four stations in 
the 70-square-mile district. 

A crew consists of one engi-
neer and one officer on a truck.

“We also have about 20 vol-
unteers,” Casey said. “We have 
a lot of people come and go, 

EMA Monitoring Rainfall 
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Rainfall predictions continue to 
fluctuate as the remnants of Hur-
ricane Gordon make their way to 
Franklin County.

County Emergency Management 
Agency Deputy Director Stepha-

nie Norton says, although the ma-
jor rivers will rise, they should not 
leave their banks.

“We are more concerned with flash 
flooding in the low-lying areas,” Nor-
ton said. “Because all of the river 
levels are already so low, they aren’t 
expected to reach action level. That is 
the level just below minor flooding.”

River Levels
According to the National Weath-

er Service (NWS) forecasts at press 
time, the Bourbeuse River at Union 
is expected to crest at 10.5 feet by 
Tuesday at 9 a.m. Flood stage for 
that area is 15 feet.

The Meramec River at Pacific, 

Fuel Tax 
Would Help 
City, County

n Referendum on 
November Ballots

By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

More than $2 million in new funds would be 
funneled into the county annually if a state fuel 
tax referendum is approved this November.

Those funds — earmarked for transportation 
improvements — would be generated through a 
10-cent-per-gallon tax phased in 2 1/2 cents over 
the subsequent four years. The intent is to hike 
the fuel tax to give local governments additional 
funds to address aging infrastructure, as well as 
providing more financial resources to the Missouri 
State Highway Patrol.

Franklin County is projected to receive 
$1,202,759 annually after four years when the full 
10 cents is collected. 

If the tax referendum is approved, 70 percent 
of the tax revenue will go to the state, 15 percent 
will go to counties based on population, and the re-
maining 15 percent will go to municipalities, also 
based on population.

After four years, Washington would receive 
$219,000 annually, Union would get $160,500 per 
year, and $110,135 would be distributed to Pacific. 
Each city in the county would receive a share of 
the funds. 

Warren County is poised to receive $399,000 an-
nually.

The state Legislature voted in the spring to 

United Way 
Serves 76,000 
People Locally
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

The top five communities served last year by the United Way 
were Washington, Union, Sullivan, St. Clair and Pacific.

Overall, the 53 agencies and programs supported by the United 
Way touched the lives of more than 76,000 people in 35 communities.

A total of $1 million was allocated to those agencies last year 
to provide health and human services that strengthen families, 
nurture and protect children, assist the elderly and disabled, and 
provide emergency assistance.

With the 2018 campaign now officially underway, United Way 
officials said the needs are still great.

“Although we were able to allocate an amazing $1 million last year, our 
requests came in at over that amount,” noted Kim Strubberg, executive 
director.

“It takes everyone for this campaign to be successful each year 
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