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Market Hog Grand Champion
Ben Loesing, 12, Labadie, showed the grand champion market hog at the Washington 

Town & Country Fair. His hog weighed 287 pounds. Ben is a member of the Washington 
Eager Beavers 4-H Club and this is his fifth time showing an animal at the Fair. He is pic-
tured with the 2019 Fair Queen and her court, as well as plaque sponsor FCS Financial 
assistant vice president of loans Carol Meyer and FCS assistant vice president of crop 
insurance Beth Nordwald, and Fair Board member Eric Rehmeier.     Missourian Photo.

2019 Washington Town & Country Fair Queen
Nineteen-year-old Rachel Licklider, daughter of Craig and Carolyn Licklider, St. 

Clair, was crowned queen of the 2019 Washington Town & Country Fair Wednesday 
evening, Aug. 7, at the fairgrounds. The queen and her court can be seen touring the 
fairgrounds through Sunday night, Aug. 11.   Missourian Photo.
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Grand Champion Hog 
Shown by Ben Loesing
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

A look of disbelief flashed over the 
12-year-old face of Ben Loesing, when it 
was announced his 287-pound hog was 
selected as the grand champion of the 
2019 Washington Town & Country Fair 
Market Hog Show.

Cheers from his fellow club mem-
bers filled the arena as Loesing’s hog 
emerged from a field of 185 blue ribbon 
hogs and 10 red ribbon hogs to take the 
top spot.

The reserve grand champion was 
awarded to Evie Bryson, 12, Labadie, 
for her 277-pound hog. 

“When I first made it first in my class 
I was excited,” Ben said. “When I won 
at first, I thought I got reserve. When I 
found out it was grand, I was in shock. 
Then I just kind of freaked out.”

He added the win is especially sweet 
since just a few years ago his entire 
Washington Eager Beavers 4-H Club 
didn’t fare too well at the Fair.

Loesings 
Ben has been raising and showing 

hogs on his family’s farm in Labadie 
since he was 7, but this was the first 

time he has ever won anything on this 
scale.

His sister, Abby, 15, took home the 
gold belt buckle in the intermediate di-
vision of showmanship and has shown 
eight hogs in the past and brought home 
a blue ribbon every time and a best in 
class two years ago.

The pair also have a younger sibling 
who has been shadowing his older sib-
lings in the barn and will be ready to 
show his own hog for the first time next 
year.

Loesing said they bought the gilt he 
named “Rocky” in April when it weighed 
only 75 pounds.

“Every day I got up early and fed 
her and walked before it got too hot,” 
Loesing said. “Then we would go back 
in the middle of the day and later at 
night.”

Both Ben and Abby said they under-
stand the hogs they raise are market an-
imals for sale and they look forward to 
selling their hogs this year and starting 
the process all over again next spring.

Abby admitted it is a little sad to say 
goodbye on the last day after they have 
put in all the hard work the last 120 
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Chairs Report
Great Start to 
This Year’s Fair
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

Washington Town & Country Fair Chair Jason Unnerstall said he can sum 
up the first two days of the Fair in one word: Awesome.

The 2019 Fair opened Wednesday and runs through Sunday at the city fair-
grounds.

Speaking from the Fair office Friday morning, Unnerstall and his co-chair 
Jon Ballmann said the event is off to a fantastic start and weather has a lot to 
do with it.

“Two years in a row we’ve had great weather, which is unbelievable,” Unner-
stall said. “The rain also is out of the forecast for the weekend so if that holds, 
we should see some really big crowds.”

With temps in the 80s and cooling off even more in the evenings, the chair-
men said you can’t ask for anything better.

“Everything has run very smoothly and is going off as planned,” Unnerstall 
said. 

Advance tickets sales are estimated at $373,341, down slightly from last 
year’s approximate $400,000.

Attendance Wednesday is estimated at 8,900 people, based on ticket scans, 
down just a bit from last year. Opening day in 2018 had been one of the largest 

Luetkemeyer: Must
Tread Lightly on Guns
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

In what seems to be the conditioned 
response after any gun violence, those 
on the left of the political spectrum 
call for more gun control, while those 
on the right blame mental health is-
sues and video games for causing the 
tragedy.

After three mass shootings with-
in a week and on opposite sides of 
the country, the issue of background 

checks, mental illness and what ex-
actly can be done to prevent these 
massacres from happening is again at 
the forefront.

At these heightened times of grief 
and awareness citizens look to their 
elected leaders who may be the only 
ones who can pass laws that can limit 
access to certain types of guns and 
equipment. 

But, do those laws punish law-
abiding gun owners and restrict their 

Licklider Fair Queen
By Karen Cernich
Missourian Feature Writer

Wearing a mermaid-style dress with 
a beaded and metallic design that high-
lighted her auburn hair color, Rachel 
Licklider, 19, of St. Clair, was crowned 
queen of the 2019 Washington Town & 
Country Fair Wednesday evening, Aug. 
7, at the fairgrounds.

She thanked the Fair Queen commit-
tee, her family, her sponsor, Show Me 
Soils, and God, “for this opportunity and 
putting the right people in the right place 

for me to get to this point.”
Joining Licklider on the court are 

Mackayla Klekamp, Washington, first 
runner-up; Brea Hindersmann, Dutzow, 
second runner-up; and Kailey Robinson, 
Washington, as Miss Congeniality. 

A total of 21 young ladies participated 
in this year’s contest. 

Fair Queen 
Compared to others on the court, Lick-

lider is a newcomer to the Washington 
Town & Country Fair. She only moved 
to the area in sixth grade. After hearing 
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