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Laughs and Stares for Mr. Grinch
Seated on the laps of Mrs. Claus and Santa, the Scott children don’t seem frightened by The Grinch as he leans 

in to greet them Saturday morning, Dec. 2, during the Optimist Club of Washington’s Breakfast With Santa Claus 
and the Grinch at Miller’s Grill restaurant. Children, from left, are Kaden, Callie and Braylee Scott. All proceeds 
from the event will be used to fund local community projects, student activities and scholarships.   Missourian Photo.

A Merry Christmas Concert
The East Central College Choir performed holiday songs at the annual Christmas Celebration 

concert at Immanuel Lutheran Church Friday, Dec. 1. The East Central Children’s Choir and Voce 
Blue also performed at the concert.  Missourian Photo.

Filing to Open for City Election
Filing will open Tuesday, Dec. 12, 

for city offices on the April 3, 2018, 
municipal election ballot.

The mayor, four city council seats 
and the office of city attorney will be 
on the ballot.

Filing will close at 5 p.m. Tuesday, 
Jan. 16, 2018.

Mayor Sandy Lucy stated in No-
vember that she intends to seek a 

third term as mayor. 
Incumbent council members whose 

terms will expire next April are Steve 
Sullentrup, Ward 1; Mark Hidritch, 
Ward 2; Greg Skornia, Ward 3; and 
Josh Brinker, Ward 4.

Mark Piontek is the incumbent city 
attorney. Piontek was first elected city 
attorney in 1988.

Candidates for mayor must be at 

least 30 years old and a resident of the 
city for at least two years preceding 
his or her election.

Candidates for council seats must 
be at least 21 years old and be a Wash-
ington resident for one year and a resi-
dent of their ward for six months.

There is no age restriction for the 
city attorney. However, he or she must 
be licensed to practice law in Missouri.

Council Puts Tax Extension on Ballot
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

The extension of the one-half 
cent capital improvement sales 
tax in Washington will appear 
on the April ballot. 

The city council made it offi-
cial Monday with an ordinance 
seeking an eight-year exten-
sion of the tax to fund capital 
improvement projects. It was 

approved 8-0.
Washington’s capital im-

provement sales tax committee 
submitted a letter to the coun-
cil formally requesting that the 
measure be put to voters in the 
April 3 municipal election.

The committee has heard 
proposals from several depart-
ments seeking funding through 
the sales tax for projects. 

City Administrator Darren 

Lamb said the staff has pared 
down the proposed projects, but 
there still are more decisions to 
be made. 

“We have a lot more proj-
ects than revenue,” he said. 
“The goal of the committee is to 
make certain you see the need 
to put it on the ballot.”

The sales tax committee was 
slated to meet Tuesday to hear 
revised cost estimates and hear 

feedback from the community.
“We made drastic cuts but 

they will look to prioritize proj-
ects,” Lamb said, adding that 
the city staff will determine the 
lion’s share of the cuts.

Councilwoman Susan Water-
mann asked how much public 
input the city has received.

According to Community and 
Economic Development Director 
Sal Maniaci there were 212 com-

ments submitted through an on-
line survey that were compiled 
Monday. There were 108 mailed 
or dropped off at city hall.

“That is significantly more 
than eight years ago,” he said. 
“We will continue to accept them.”

Lamb noted that the com-
ment period will continue into 
next month.

“I encourage people to do it 

Seven Churches 
Burglarized in 
Franklin County
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

Franklin County detectives are investigating the burglaries at 
seven churches where a van, electronics and musical instruments 
used during worship, and cash were stolen. 

According to Sheriff Steve Pelton, there have been seven re-
ports in two weeks of burglaries at churches in the county. He 
said the burglaries likely are connected.

He explained that suspects are forcing their way in through 
windows and doors, and targeting daily offerings and musical 
equipment, and other items that could possibly be pawned.

Pelton noted that the incidents resemble past break-ins at area 
churches.

“Several years ago we had a rash of church burglaries when a 
lot of electronics were taken,” he said. “Obviously we have stepped 

County Joins 
Prescription
Drug Program
n Monitoring Opioids

By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

In a rare split vote Tuesday, the Franklin Coun-
ty commission adopted a prescription drug moni-
toring program (PDMP) that will now require phy-
sicians and pharmacists to record the prescription 
of opioids in the county.

Commissioner John Griesheimer voted in favor 
of joining the program and Second District Com-
missioner Dave Hinson was against the county’s 
inclusion.

Hinson has been an outspoken critic of PDMP 
throughout his political career in the Missouri 
House and has held those convictions as commis-
sioner.

“The biggest thing is a patient’s right to priva-
cy,” Hinson said. “All we are really doing is push-
ing the problem around. The county didn’t create 
the crisis and we’re not going to solve it.” 

In his argument against the PDMP, Hinson cit-
ed a recent article in The Missourian that breaks 
down the drug deaths in the county (13 metham-
phetamine, 13 fentanyl and six heroin) as proof 
none of the deaths were from prescription drugs 
and a monitoring program would not have pre-
vented them.

“In states that have strict PDMP the deaths are 
actually going up,” Hinson said. “Florida increased 
by 22.7 percent, Connecticut increased 25.6 per-
cent. In Missouri, with no PDMP, the deaths actu-
ally increased by 1.6 percent.”

In Favor
Testifying in favor of the PDMP program were 

representatives from Mercy Hospital Washington: 
president of the Mercy Clinic Four Rivers Divi-
sion Dr. David Chalk, Mercy Hospital Washing-
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