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Finishing Touches
Artist Kim Alsop added the final touches to the mural in Downtown Washington Tuesday, Aug. 29. The 

mural is located on a retaining wall off Elm Street that wraps around the parking lot at Elm and Main 
streets just up from Marquart’s Landing. The mural is a project paid for by the Arts Council of Washington. 
The mural will be officially dedicated during a ceremony Thursday, Sept. 21, at 6 p.m.   Missourian Photo.

Bubble Goes Pop
Drew Cox pops a bubble with his finger during adaptive PE class 

Wednesday, Aug. 30, at Washington Middle School. Adaptive PE is 
a new class offered at the middle school this year. During the bubble 
session, students were instructed to pop the bubbles using their fin-
gers, elbows, noses and more.   Missourian Photo.

District Will 
Develop New 
Strategic Plan
n For Continuous Improvement
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

Washington School District officials are embarking on devel-
opment of a new five-year strategic plan for 2018 through 2023.

Superintendent Dr. Lori VanLeer briefed the school board 
Wednesday night on the planning time line and checklist.

VanLeer said the plan will be a collaborative effort through 
teamwork, stakeholder feedback and data analysis.

The superintendent will hold a visioning session with the 
board Sept. 13, which will begin with members completing a 
survey — the same one going out to staff and parents — fol-
lowed by discussion to identify priorities and select the strate-
gic planning committee.

The board’s input then will be combined with survey results 
and feedback from stakeholders and the planning team, she said.

The district will utilize a school improvement tool survey 
to determine the current reality, stakeholder perceptions and 
potential areas of focus. The survey will go out Tuesday and 
staff and community members will have until the end of the 
month to complete it.

School officials also will review achievement and demo-
graphic data to share with the planning team.

“Basically, we need to determine where we are right now 

School
Tax Rate 
Approved
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

The Washington School Board 
Wednesday night approved a prop-
erty tax rate levy of  $4.1779, which 
includes a voluntary rollback of 
$0.1472.

The 2017-18 rate was set follow-
ing a public hearing at the start of 
the regular monthly meeting. There 
were no public comments.

Superintendent Dr. Lori VanLeer 
said the board could have rolled up 
the debt service levy to about 61 
cents, but instead only levied the 
amount needed to make its bond pay-
ments and keep a one-year reserve.

The debt service levy did increase 
about 10 cents to accommodate the 
payment scheduled in fiscal year 
2018. The board will re-evaluate the 
debt service levy for fiscal year 2019, 
anticipating another voluntary roll-
back.

VanLeer noted the district’s tax 
rate levy, and in particular its debt 
service levy, is significantly lower 

Social Media 
Post Leads
To One Arrest
n ‘OK to Call if You 
Suspect Something’

By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

It was a tip from a passerby who noticed sketchy 
behavior which led to the arrest of the suspect in a 
major burglary spree.

Franklin County Sheriff Steve Pelton said that 
kind of public awareness is key in fighting crime in 
the community.

He explained that the witness contacted Frank-
lin County authorities after a run-in with Steven 
D. Stotts Jr., 35, of Dittmer.

That led to the recovery of multiple vehicles, 
firearms and other items, valued at more than 
$100,000, stolen from businesses in Franklin 
and Jefferson counties in August. Stotts has been 
charged with stealing a motor vehicle and second-
degree burglary and authorities are seeking more 
charges in connection to at least seven other cases.

“It’s OK to call if you suspect something,” Pelton 
said. “When the community collaborates with law 
enforcement we are much stronger together.

“Even if you don’t think it is anything serious, it 

Chief Seeks Study for New Fire Station
By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

There is the need to boost 
fire protection in southeast 
Washington.

That’s what Washington 
Fire Chief Bill Halmich told 
the Washington city council at 
the city’s administration/opera-
tions committee meeting when 
he pitched a plan for a study 

to evaluate the feasibility of a 
new fire station in that area. 

Halmich said a new station 
in the area of South Point Road 
would provide better service. 

He said the decision is based 
on a hydrant census of the area, 
which indicates there is a need 
for more coverage.

The southeast area of Wash-
ington is full of growth, Halmich 
said. Many of the hydrants in the 
area are located more than 1.5 
miles away from the nearest sta-
tions. That’s not ideal, he said.

Halmich said he would like to 
evaluate real estate options on 
South Point Road. He said there 

is $25,000 budgeted for a study. 
A new fire station could serve 

a dual purpose, also serving as 
a police substation, he added. 

The study would determine 
if a building is needed in the 
area and other details. Hal-
mich said having a study and 
plan for the future would help 

with the Insurance Service Of-
fice (ISO) rating. 

Money for a new station isn’t 
currently in the proposed 2017-
18 budget. Halmich suggested 
it could be a capital improve-
ment sales tax project if voters 
elect to renew the tax in April. 

Targeted Area
One area being looked at is 

n Suggests South Point Location
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