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Playing Christmas Games
St. Francis Borgia Regional High School students Aiden Ottens, left, and Mackenzie Huck, 

right, watch as Bryan Barrington, center, uses a straw to try to blow the “snowball” during a 
game at the annual Christmas Celebration Field Experience held Thursday, Dec. 5, at Wash-
ington West Elementary. Every year students in the SFBRHS child development class host the 
celebration for elementary students.   Missourian Photo. 

Sweet and Silly
Audrey Gierer tries to add a piece of candy to her grandmother Cindy 

Witherspoon’s nose as they work together to create a gingerbread house 
Wednesday, Dec. 4, at St. John’s Gildehaus School. Kindergarten stu-
dents worked with parents and grandparents to create the sweet holiday 
structures.   Missourian Photo.

City Eyes Bridge  
Rock Removal

n To Haul to Airport
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

There may soon be a window 
for city crews and the bridge con-
tractor to haul rock to the Wash-
ington Municipal Airport.

John Nilges, public works di-
rector, said the Missouri River 
still is too high for crews to re-
move the rock causeway, but as it 
gets colder, water going into the 
river in North Dakota and South 
Dakota will freeze.

The causeway is the working 
surface where equipment was lo-
cated during construction of the 
bridge over the Missouri River. 
The contractor is required to re-
move the causeway as part of the 
project. There is an estimated 
12,000 cubic yards of rock to be 
hauled.

Essentially, the city is getting 
12,000 cubic yards of material at 
no cost, Nilges said.

“I would think in the middle 
of winter in the Dakotas, where 
all of the water is coming from, 
it would freeze so there may be a 
little window in there,” he said.

This past September, the coun-

cil formalized a deal between the 
city and Alberici Constructors to 
take the rock and materials to the 
airport where it will be used as 
fill.

“In the near future we will have 
an opportunity for the stone  to 
come out of the causeway,” Nilges 
said. “Alberici is essentially haul-
ing this material for free to the 
airport.”

No rock has been removed yet, 
but there has been decking from 
the old bridge moved to the air-
port site.

“They (Alberici) need a 12- to 
14-foot river stage, which I don’t 
think has been seen since last 
January — they were hoping to 
start Monday (Dec. 2) but the 
river jumped up to 16 to 17 feet,” 
said Nilges, adding it is expected 
to take seven to 10 days to move 
all of the rock to the airport.

“It will be gang busters moving 
that rock over there,” he said.

According to Nilges, once the 
rock is moved, street department 
crews will move the rock to where 
it needs to be.

“We will be working to get the 

Synthetic Urine Ban
Back in the Spotlight

n Tate Plans to File Bill Again
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

State Rep. Nate Tate, R-St. 
Clair, is hoping the third time 
will be the charm in his efforts 
to ban synthetic urine sales in 
Franklin County and the en-
tire state of Missouri.

Tate told The Missourian he 
plans to prefile bills banning 
synthetic urine sales, promot-

ing celiac disease awareness 
and honoring law enforce-
ment.

All of these bills have been 
filed by Tate in the past and he 
hopes they will finally make it 
through the lengthy legisla-
tive process this year.

In fact, this is the third ses-
sion in which Tate has filed 
a bill to ban synthetic urine 
products from being sold.

Previous Forms
In both 2018 and 2019, 

Tate’s bills called for an all-
out ban of drug test-cheating 
products, and if passed would 
have amended state statutes 
by adding a section relating to 
the offense of falsifying a drug 
test, with penalty provisions.

The bill language stated a 
person commits the offense 

Recycling, 
Trash Bids 
Reviewed
n Possible Savings

By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

The city of Washington is poised for “substantial 
savings” for trash and recycling collections.

That’s if the city council opts to contract those 
services to a private company.

John Nilges, public works director, told the 
council during a workshop session Monday that the 
city has received four bids. Two of the bidders have 
been “short-listed.”

“They are pretty tight, which is good to see,” he 
said.

If the city moves forward with contracting refuse 
and recycling services, it would likely be a five-year 
commitment.

“It looks like there is going to be some pretty 
substantial savings,” Nilges said. “Obviously the 
biggest concern here is customer service. We have 
already reached out to municipalities utilizing the 
two haulers that we have short-listed and I am get-
ting feedback on those.”

Nilges is hopeful that with the cost saving comes 
a similar level of customer service provided by the 
city to trash customers.

“Hopefully, we get more of a warm, fuzzy feeling 
about having somebody else come in and collect our 

Upgrades Are 
Not Needed

n For St. John’s Road
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

The upcoming construction of a new school build-
ing for the Washington School District on St. John’s 
Road will increase the traffic in that area, but high-
way officials say the current roads can handle it.

Franklin County Highway Administrator Ron 
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