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Opiates 
Kill 11 
To Date
n In County

By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

At the midway point of 2018, 
11 people have died of opiate-
related deaths in Franklin 
County, which is two less than 
this time last year and less than 
half the number in neighboring 
counties.

According to numbers just re-
leased to The Missourian from 
the county medical examiner, 
eight of the 11 deaths have been 
from fentanyl and the addition-
al three were from either heroin 
or morphine.

The largest spike for both 
substances was in February 
and all 11 deaths were ruled ac-
cidental.

Seven of the victims were 
white males, three of the re-
maining deaths were white 
females and one death was a 
black female.

The ages of the victims 
ranged from 16 to 59, with the 
majority of the deaths in the 20 
to 29 age group.

Last Year
At this same time last year, 

there had been 13 opiate-relat-
ed deaths in Franklin County, 
leading to 24 total deaths for 
the year.

At the midway point of 2017, 
nine fentanyl-related deaths 
were recorded — nine males 
and two females. All of the vic-
tims were white and eight of 
the deaths were ruled acciden-
tal, with one undetermined.

The dominant age groups of 
the fentanyl deaths at this point 
last year were 30 to 39 and 50 to 
59 years of age.

In addition to fentanyl, hero-
in, morphine and other opiates 
had killed four people in Frank-
lin County by July 1, 2017. All of 
those victims were white males 
ranging in age from 20 to 59.

Three of the deaths were 
ruled accidental and one was 
undetermined.   

St. Charles County
Neighboring St. Charles 

County has already recorded 33 
opiate-related deaths as of July 1 

Celebrating Independence
A spectacular fireworks show was held in the Meadow Lake Farm subdivi-

sion Saturday, June 30. Nick Eckelkamp was the producer of the display 
that lasted over an hour. A large crowd of people was in the neighborhood 
for the free show.   Missourian Photo/ Jeanne Miller Wood.

Patience 
Urged in 
Bluff Road 
Project
n State OKs Work
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

The city of Washington has been given 
the green light to begin work on the much 
anticipated Bluff Road improvement project 
expected to disrupt traffic flow in Schulze In-
dustrial Park.

City Administrator Darren Lamb Monday 
told the Washington City Council that the 
Missouri Department of Transportation (Mo-
DOT) approved the plans, giving the city a 
“notice to proceed” for the roadwork slated 
for 90 days to complete. Work will begin by 
the end of July, he said.

On June 18, the council approved a con-
tract with KJ Unnerstall Construction, 
Washington, to conduct the work.

The work will be funded, primarily, 
through a Surface Transportation Program 
(STP) grant.

The project includes a 4-inch asphalt over-
lay from Highway 100 to the north city lim-
its, improving a grade condition by elevating 
the road north of the approach to Highway 
100, and adding a right turn lane from Bluff 
onto westbound Highway 100.

The work also will add safety improve-
ments with 2-foot shoulders and guardrails 
along a portion of the road north of Highway 
100, and relocation of MoDOT traffic signals 
and controller and an Ameren light pole.

There will be a complete roadway recon-
struction from ME Frick Road to Lange 
Drive, in front of The Missourian printing 
plant. The contractor will not be permitted 
to have Bluff Road closed between Highway 
100 and Westlink at the same time as the 
closure between ME Frick and Lange Drive.

Included in the project is the replacement 
of a box culvert. When the city first sought a 
STP grant to fund the Bluff Road work the 
box culvert was not deemed as necessary. 
Since then, the city’s engineering depart-
ment determined the culvert would need to 
be replaced during the project.

Washington city staff has not been 
pulling any punches when discussing 
the impact to traffic while the project is 
underway.

Last week, John Nilges, director of public 
services, told the city’s administration/opera-
tions committee that he will be working with 
industries in the park to keep them updated, 

Bear Sightings Likely
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Earlier this week, a bear was sighted in 
Warren County, which was the latest in the 
St. Louis area in just a few weeks.

The Missourian spoke with Dan Zarlenga 
with the Missouri Department of Conserva-
tion (MDC) to get some information on why 
the bears are moving this direction and 
where they would most likely be spotted in 
Franklin County.

He says black bears are what’s being 
spotted near St. Louis and they are looking 
for what all living things want — food.

“Our studies estimate about 350 bears 
live in the state and the vast majority reside 
south of the Interstate 44 border,” Zarlenga 
said. “However, we also see this population 
expanding slowly, both in total numbers 
and geographically (as in northward). Most 
likely this uptick in sightings recently is an 
early manifestation of that expansion.”

It’s not unusual for bears to roam hun-

dreds of miles for a variety of reasons, he 
said, including looking for food or mates.

Older males may chase younger males 
out of their territories, putting the younger 
bears on the move. They are especially mo-
bile in spring and early summer, after exit-
ing winter hibernation and needing to stock 
up on food and energy again.

“We feel it’s reasonable to expect sight-
ings will increase as time goes by and this 
expansion continues,” Zarlenga said. “At 
this point bears will most likely move on af-
ter getting what they want — or not getting 
it. It’s important for residents to not give 
bears an incentive to stick around.”

Resurgence
Zarlenga stressed the new sightings of 

black bears is actually a resurgence of for-
mer populations killed out by humans.

“First, we must remember that bears are 
not new to Missouri’s landscape,” Zarlenga 
said. “They were here in significant num-
bers historically, until human efforts nearly 
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Singing Salute
Don Brinker, a member of the Combined Christian Choir, saluted the Ameri-

can flag during the Dream America concert held Sunday, July 1, at Our Lady 
of Lourdes Church. The concert featured patriotic songs and was free to the 
public. The choir features singers from over 30 congregations.   Missourian Photo.

Happy Birthday, 
America!
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• See Bear Page 2A


