
Editorials, Letters ............... 8C-10C
Entertainment ....................... 5C-7C
Public Notices .......................2F-4F
Real Estate ............................1F-2F

INSIDE
Auctions/Garage Sales .................. 6E
Business ......................................1B
Classified Ads .........................1E-6E
Deaths/Obituaries .........................6B

Stay Connected With Breaking News:
WEBSITE

To Subscribe Call 636-390-3029
WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Partly Sunny
High:  87°
Low:   62°

Partly Sunny
High:  90°
Low:   65°

Mostly Sunny
High:  88°
Low:   63°

Mostly Cloudy
High:  90°
Low:   68°

County Fires Jail Project Architects
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

The Franklin County Com-
mission has voted unanimously 
to part ways with Chiodini As-
sociates effective immediately.

The Brentwood-based archi-
tectural firm has been involved 
with the county jail/911 expan-
sion and renovation project 
since August 2017 when it was 

paid $50,000 to do the original 
jail needs assessment study.

On Tuesday, the commission 
voted not to renew a $2.1 mil-
lion Chiodini contract for phase 
two of the project, but also to 
terminate any existing con-
tracts as well.

First District Commissioner 

Tim Brinker said the decision 
was reached after Chiodini re-
fused to budge on designs that 
would meet 2018 earthquake 
codes and potentially add near-
ly $5 million to the $30.8 mil-
lion project.

“It’s not the only issue we’ve 
had, but it is the biggest,” 

Brinker said. “I’m not going to 
beat around the bush. We’ve 
had a difference of opinion and I 
think we can do better with the 
tax dollars.”

Brinker added the commis-
sion may go back and review 
some of the other architectural 
firms who submitted qualifica-

tions last year when Chiodini 
was originally selected.

Seismic Codes
In April, The Missourian re-

ported the costs for the jail/911 
project could increase by as 
much as 15 percent.

According to information 
released at a jail construction 
“kickoff” meeting, an additional 
$4,629,483 had been tentatively 

City Pool to Open Saturday
The Agnes Nolting Aquatics 

Complex’s 2018 season will kick off 
this Saturday, May 26.

The pool will close for the season 
Sunday, Aug. 12.

The pool’s regular hours through-
out the summer will be Monday 

through Sunday, and holidays, 
12:30 to 7 p.m.

Pool passes can be purchased at 
the parks office at 1220 S. Lake-
shore Drive. Passes will not be sold 
at the pool.

The parks office is open Monday 

to Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sat-
urday, May 26, from noon to 4 p.m., 
and Saturday, June 2, from noon to 
4 p.m.

A season pass for children age 11 
and younger is $50. An adult sea-

Griesheimer 
Will Retire 
This Summer

n Cites Health
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

An emotional John Griesheimer announced 
Tuesday his last day as Franklin County presid-
ing commissioner will be Friday, July 6.

Griesheimer said throughout his 36-year career 
in public service he has had to make many tough 
decisions, but this was one of the toughest.

“This has been very difficult for me and I was 
hoping to hold out until the end of the year,” he 
said. “Over the last couple of years I’ve had two 
knee replacements and my physical abilities are 
going downhill.”

As he motioned toward a walker leaning against 
the wall in the commission chambers, he added it 
has become very difficult for him to walk with his 
current disability getting worse.

“I’ve fallen here five times in the last few weeks, 
but luckily I wasn’t hurt,” Griesheimer said. “About 
four weeks ago I fell at home and hurt myself pretty 
bad. I’m just scared to death of falling again.”

Griesheimer said he just can’t go on in his cur-
rent condition and although he may still change 
his mind, he will retire Friday, July 6.

“At some point your health has to come first,” 
he said. “This wasn’t an easy decision. I went to a 
specialist and he told me there isn’t anything he 
can do. I’m going to get a second opinion.”

Griesheimer has served as presiding commis-
sioner since 2010 and during that time he said he 
has had the honor of working with many great em-

Recycling Center  
Owner Seeking 
Compromise
n To Operate Business

By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

The owner of a recycling facility looking to open shop in 
a new location pleaded with city officials for a compromise 
that would allow him to operate the business and appease the 
neighbors.

Jeff Gardner, owner of Franklin County Recycling and Sal-
vage LLC, is seeking a special use permit to move the business 
to 1699 W. Main St. in a former Sporlan Valve plant adjacent to 
a 47-home neighborhood and a new housing development.

“I want you to find a median where we can both work togeth-
er,” he said. “I really want this to work out.”

Councilwoman Susan Watermann asked Gardner if he would 
consider no outside storage on the property.

“If that’s what I need to do,” Gardner stated.
See a related story in this issue of The Missourian that in-

cludes comments from residents opposing the recycling center 
at the proposed location.

The Washington City Council is expected to make a decision 
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Sports / 1D
Lady Knights Fall in 

Sectional Game

All Smiles From WHS Class of 2018
Washington High School graduated 323 seniors Friday, May 18, in the Blue Jay Gym. The ceremony was moved inside 

due to the rain. This year’s class song was “Roots” by the Zac Brown Band and the flower was a blue iris.  Missourian Photo.

Butterfly Surprise
St. Francis Borgia Preschoool students were surprised as a butterfly flew out of their hands Monday, May 21. 

The students released butterflies that had recently been hatched in their classroom. From left are William Voss, 
Kylee Stoyer, Walker Margherio, Charlie Unnerstall, Jack Kleekamp and Camden Stoyer.   Missourian Photo.

n Over Issues With Building Codes

• See Architects Page 2A

• See Griesheimer Page 2A• See Pool Page 2A

• See Compromise Page 2A


