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County Has Ties to New Governor
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Two of the Franklin County 
commissioners served with new 
Missouri Gov. Mike Parson 
while in the state Legislature 
and still have personal friend-
ships with him.

Add to that Parson’s back-
ground and understanding of 
county government and there 
are ingredients for a relation-
ship beneficial to the residents 
of Franklin County.

In 2010, Presiding Com-

missioner and former State 
Sen. John Griesheimer worked 
closely on a bill, carrying it in 
the Senate, while Parson was 
in the House. The bill regulated 
automobile prices between car 
dealers and manufacturers.

“He’s just a great guy and 
he’ll make a good governor,” 
Griesheimer said. “This will 
benefit Franklin County very 
well. There is no question. He 
has always told me if I ever 

needed anything to just holler.”
Griesheimer added Parson is 

very well-liked and knows the 
people and the process in Jef-
ferson City.

“They like him because he 
will work with people,” he said. 
“He’s just a normal farmer and 
is very personable. He will sit 
down, talk and listen, and try 
to find common ground.”

Griesheimer added Parson 
being a former sheriff should 

make all members of law en-
forcement groups in the state 
very happy.

“He’s a really good, solid guy,” 
Griesheimer said. “He works 
well with people on both sides 
of the political spectrum and is 
a good consensus builder.”

Hinson
Second District Commission-

er Dave Hinson also served with 
Parson in the state Legislature 
and echoed Griesheimer’s as-

sessment of the new governor, 
both personally and profession-
ally.

“He’s a really good guy and 
is respected by people on both 
sides of the political spectrum,” 
he said. “He is very capable of 
doing the job and I think he will 
be very successful.” 

Hinson added while he was 
in the House Parson was in 
the Senate and because they 
both have first responder back-
grounds, they worked together 
from time to time on local gov-

Response 
Evolves to 
Shootings
n At Schools

By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

There is a stark difference in how law enforce-
ment officers respond to a school shooting today 
compared to the emergency response 20 years ago.

That’s according to the top brass at the Franklin 
County Sheriff ’s Department who said the 1999 
Columbine High School massacre changed the 
paradigm as to how law enforcement agencies re-
spond to an active shooter crisis.

“As times change, we have to change,” said 
Sheriff Steve Pelton.

Prior to the Columbine shootings, law enforce-
ment agencies typically deployed a Special Weap-

Bend Bridge 
Scheduled to
Open Tuesday
n Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

The largest bridge project in unincorporated 
Franklin County history is complete and ready for 
traffic.

After two years of design and construction, the new 
bridge over the Meramec River will open next week.

Franklin County and Lehman Construction are 
inviting the public to a ribbon cutting Tuesday, 
June 5, at 10 a.m. on the Catawissa (western) side 
of the bridge.

The new bridge cost $4.5 million, with the fed-
eral government paying the bulk of the cost and 
Franklin County paying about $1 million.

To date, it is the largest bridge construction 
project ever undertaken by the county.

Lehman Construction Company built the bridge. 
Cochran Engineering designed and engineered the 
structure.

Representatives from Franklin County, the city 
of Pacific and others officially broke ground on the 
new bridge Oct. 7, 2016.

The original bridge is 102 years old and was 
constructed in 1916. 

Construction was halted temporarily in May 2017 
when the Meramec River rose and washed away the 
temporary dam built for construction vehicles.

The rising water raised concerns of local resi-

Fair Queen Candidates Meet for Orientation
Ladies competing in this year’s Washington Town & Country Fair Queen contest met for orientation Tuesday, May 29, at the 

main stage on the fairgrounds. Over the next two months they will participate in a variety of activities, including two days of 
professional development, contestant/sponsor luncheon, Day in Washington, beauty day/night, yoga and an ice cream social.

Seated, from left, are Taylor Ritson, McKenzie Chasteen and Natalie Schneider. Middle row, from left, are Bonnie 
Eckelkamp, Eleanor Johnston, Kelsi Schroeder, Liz Spaunhorst, Taylor Covington, Cassidy Waters and Laura Schro-
eder. Back row, from left, are Payton Keene, Lauren Lenzen, Alyssa Brinkmann, Laina Powell, Meggan Harman and 
Sydney Meyer. Not shown are Emily Lochirco, Haley Woll and Lauren Click.    Missourian Photo.

Making a Connection
This girder was installed Wednesday and connected the north side and south side of the Highway 47 bridge 

over the Missouri River at Washington. It is one of the final pieces to be installed at the bridge that will complete 
the steel bridge deck. The final girder is scheduled to be placed next week. According to the Missouri Depart-
ment of Transportation, traffic is scheduled to be on the new $63 million bridge by early December. The bridge 
contractor is Alberici Constructors. Missourian Photo/Jeanne Miller Wood.
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