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Comfortable Resting Place
Volunteers Liz Thompson, left, and Brooke Lange had some fun Saturday, Nov. 18, 

while sorting and bagging up coats collected in the Warners’ Warm-Up Drive. The 
sorting took place at the Presbyterian Church of Washington, which volunteered the 
use of its space. Church members, students from St. Francis Borgia Regional High 
School and other volunteers spent the morning getting the coats ready for distribution 
by 10 area agencies. The drive collected nearly 1,300 new and gently used coats, up 
slightly from last year.   Missourian Photo.

A Whole Lot of Food
Area Boy Scouts collected food Saturday, Nov. 18, during the 33rd annual Scouting for Food drive. 

This year nearly 2 million items were collected in the St. Louis area, with 18,401 of those items 
picked up in the Washington area. The local items were sorted in the St. Francis Borgia Grade 
School cafeteria before being donated to area food pantries.   Missourian Photo.

School District Earns High Score
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

The Washington School Dis-
trict scored 97.5 points out of a 
possible 100 on its Annual Per-
formance Report (APR) released 
by the Missouri Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation (DESE).

The score is up from last year 
when the district received 91.7 
percent, due to two coding er-

rors. Had that not occurred, the 
district would have earned a 96 
percent last year.

There are five areas in which 
school districts can earn points 
— academic achievement, sub-
group achievement, college and 
career readiness, attendance 
and graduation rate.

“We are very pleased with how 

we did and will strive to contin-
ue to do as well and even better,” 
said Assistant Superintendent 
Dr. Judy Straatmann.

The Washington School Dis-
trict has the highest APR score 
among K-12 public school dis-
tricts in Franklin County and 
ranks very high among districts 
in St. Louis County.

The 97.5 percent score means 
the district maintains its accred-
ited status. Districts must earn 
70 percent or higher on the APR 
to be accredited.

Academic
Achievement

In the areas of academic 
achievement, the district earned 
all of the points possible, mean-
ing enough students scored in 
the proficient or advanced levels, 

Parade
Of Lights 
Is Friday
n In Downtown 

Washington
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

Santa Claus is coming to town 
this Friday for the annual Holi-
day Parade of Lights, sponsored by 
Downtown Washington Inc.

The parade will take place Fri-
day, Nov. 24, at 6 p.m. It will start 
at the corner of Cedar and Main 
streets.

Immediately following the pa-
rade will be the mayor’s annual 
Christmas tree lighting at Main 
and Elm streets.

Santa will join Mayor Sandy 
Lucy in turning on the tree lights, 
officially kicking off the holiday 
shopping season downtown.

This year’s theme is O’ Christ-
mas Tree in recognition of the new 
artificial tree purchased for dis-
play at the corner of Main and Elm 
streets.

Big Lineup
A total of 53 entries are signed 

up for the parade, traditionally held 
the Friday after Thanksgiving.

“All of the entries and most of 

City Court Plan Approved
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

The final court date for the 
Washington Municipal Court 
is scheduled for Dec. 19.

After then, misdemean-

ors and ordinance violations 
that originated in Washington 
will be sent to the 20th Judi-
cial District Circuit Court in 
Union.

An agreement approved by 
the city council Monday out-

lines the transfer of cases from 
the city’s municipal court to 
the 20th Judicial District Cir-
cuit Court in Union.

In June, the council agreed 
to shut down the city court 

Countywide 
Coat Drive 
Big Success
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

The Warners’ Warm-Up Coat Drive in Franklin Coun-
ty collected just under 1,300 coats, according to Gretchen 
Farrell, local organizer.

The two-week drive seeking new or gently used coats 
kicked off Nov. 1 and ran through Nov. 14.

“We are thrilled to have collected that many coats, 
which is a little bit more than our total last year,” said 
Farrell. “We have been fairly steady with collection 
numbers of around 1,200-1,500 each year in our eight 
years of this event happening in Franklin County.”

Farrell said this year’s drive was a success in many 
ways with three new collection sites added and a com-
mitment for another new location next year.

“The overall excitement of this event throughout 
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