
By William Skipworth
skipworthw@emissourian.com

The number of reported 
new COVID-19 cases fell this 
week in Franklin County. 
From Oct. 2 to Oct. 8, there 
were 170 new cases of the vi-
rus, down from the 242 new 
cases reported last week, ac-
cording to a weekly update 
from the Franklin County 
Health Department. 

To date, there have been 
12,471 COVID-19 cases re-
ported in Franklin County, 
with an additional 3,155 
cases listed as probable. 
The average age of those 
testing positive this week 
was 38.3. Thirty-two of 
those who tested positive 
were under 18 years old; 
21 were older than 65 years 
old; and 117 were between 
the ages of 18 and 65.

Dr. Ann-Elizabeth Mo-
hart, chief medical officer at 
Mercy Hospital Washington, 
said this drop makes sense 
given the cyclical nature of 
the pandemic so far.

“If you look back over 
the last 18 months, you 
can see, across the world, 
as these new variants have 
moved through, they create 
these waves that have a pre-
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Quarantine rules under review
By Geoff Folsom and
Reid Glenn
folsomg@emissourian.com and 
glennr@emissourian.com

In anticipation of an an-
nouncement from the state 
on school quarantine rules, 
Franklin County officials are 
discussing quarantines with 
neighboring counties that 
have taken the issue into 
their own hands.

Presiding County Com-

missioner Tim Brinker met 
Wednesday with Gov. Mike 
Parson and his staff, along 
with St. Charles County Ex-
ecutive Steve Ehlmann and 
Jefferson County Executive 
Dennis Gannon, to discuss 
school quarantines. Both 
St. Charles and Jefferson 
counties have modified the 
state rules.

Brinker said school dis-
tricts and residents are tell-
ing him they are confused 

by the rules and would like 
a more “real world” applica-
tion of them.

“So that’s what we’re 
relaying to the gover-
nor’s office and DHSS 
(Missouri Department of 
Health and Senior Servic-
es),” Brinker said. 

Brinker said that after the 
meeting, he got word from 
the governor’s office that an 
announcement is scheduled 
for 1 p.m. Tuesday from the 

DHSS and the Department 
of Elementary and Second-
ary Education, though the 
nature of the announcement 
was not released publicly. 

Although she says she’s 
not sure “announcement” is 
the correct word, Kelli R. 
Jones, Parson’s communica-
tions director, said the gov-
ernor’s office has been work-
ing with DHSS and DESE to 
provide updated guidance 
and recommendations to 

schools on quarantines.
“There will be some up-

dated guidance/recommen-
dations released soon,” she 
wrote in an email.

DHSS has reportedly been 
looking into a “test-to-stay” 
quarantine option in which 
students identified as close 
contacts would be allowed 
to stay in school and forgo 
quarantine if they continue 
to test negative for COV-

Rolling out the royalty
Homecoming royalty candidates Kaylee Karll and Owen Burge ride through downtown 

Washington Oct. 6 during the Washington High School homecoming parade. The home-
coming king and queen will be crowned this weekend. Look for more homecoming photos 
in next week’s edition and online at emissourian.com. Missourian Photo/Reid Glenn.

County working 
on bugs with tax 
collection app
By Geoff Folsom and Reid Glenn
folsomg@emissourian.com and glennr@emissourian.com

As property tax collection season nears, the Franklin 
County Collector’s Office is dealing with a snafu with its 
smartphone app.

The county has been having an issue with the app be-
ing labeled on phones as “CashRail County” instead of 
“Franklin County.” Collector of Revenue Doug Trent-
mann said he is working on fixing the issue but acknowl-
edges that having the name of a private payment process-
ing company on the label could be a deterrent for people 
the county is desperately looking to discourage from 
sending payments by mail.

“It’s got to say ‘Franklin County,’ ” he said. “We own 
the thing. They run it for us.”

In its first year, during the 2020 tax season, the coun-
ty’s app was one of several popular methods that limited 
the number of people who waited in line at the county 
government center in downtown Union to pay their taxes 
around the peak of the COVID-19 pandemic. The app was 
promoted as an alternative to paying in person because 
people who pay with the app receive a digital receipt as 

New COVID-19 cases dip

Marthasville 
man charged 
with forgery, 
fraud, ID theft 
By William Skipworth
skipworthw@emissourian.com

New criminal charges were filed in Warren 
County last month against a Marthasville man who 
is already facing criminal charges of forgery and 
fraud in Franklin County. 

In Warren County, Elijah Briggs, 40, has been 
charged with one count of trafficking in stolen 
identities, a Class B felony; 10 counts of forgery, 
a Class D felony; and one 
count of possession of 
a forging instrument, a 
Class D felony. In Frank-
lin County, Briggs has 
been charged with two 
counts of forgery, which 
is a Class D felony, and 
one count of fraudulent 
use of a debit card, which 
is a Class E felony.

Warren County Pros-
ecuting Attorney Kelly 
King and Sheriff Kevin 
Harrison did not respond 
to The Missourian’s 
request for comment. 
Franklin County Sher-
iff’s Department Major 
TJ Wild directed The 
Missourian to contact Warren County for addi-
tional information. 

In court documents, the Warren County Sher-
iff’s Department said they began investigating 
Briggs in March after being contacted by a rural 
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A bewitchingly good time
Michele Feldmann, center, participates in the “cackle contest” Oct. 7 during Witches on 

Main Street at the Washington Farmers’ Market hosted by Washington Parks Depart-
ment. The event also featured a costume contest and attendance prizes. See more pho-
tos from this event online at emissourian.com.   Missourian Photo/Julia Hansen.
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”
““I located 120 

checks. A large 
majority of them 
were owned by 
other individuals 
not known to 
Briggs.”

Dean Jackson
Warren County Sheriff’s  

Department Detective


