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FABRIC SALE

Yes – Fabric at Ace!
Our Best Quilting Fabric $3.33/yd.

No Immediate Plans to Close Pool
By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

Washington’s city pool will be 
open next summer.

“We’re not looking to close 
down the pool any time soon,” 
Parks and Recreation Director 
Darren Dunkle told The Missou-
rian Tuesday.

Last week at its meeting, the 
park board floated the idea of 

closing the Agnes Nolting Aquat-
ics Complex.

Dunkle said his office had 
fielded numerous calls asking 
about the status of the pool. He 
said the plan is to keep it open.

He stressed that a closure is 
just one possible outcome for the 

future of the pool.
For the present, he said the 

city pool will be open for business 
next summer.

The issue of closing the pool 
came up during the parks board’s 
discussion on potential capital 
improvement projects. Dunkle 

said the city has reached a point 
where the aging stainless steel 
pool’s future is murky.

“If you own a home you know 
that certain things have a life 
span of so many years,” he said. 
“The roof has only so many years 
before it needs to be replaced, 

same with the HVAC. It’s the 
same way with the pool. We are 
at that point where we need to 
make some decisions with the on-
going operations of the pool.”

Aging Pool
The pool originally opened in 

1936 and underwent major reno-
vations in the 1970s.

Dunkle said a pool typically 
has a 20- to 25-year life span and 

Plea Deals 
Rejected in 
Allen Case
n Victim’s Daughter 

Wants Harsher Sentence
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

The daughter of a well-known drug counselor who 
died during a burglary at his home said she’s relieved 
that plea deals for the suspects was rejected Friday.

Judge Gael D. Wood Friday rejected the plea deals 
for two county residents accused in the death of Ken-
neth Allen Jr., 70.

Timothy D. Wonish, 31, and Whitney D. Robins, 
29, both of Union, then withdrew their guilty pleas 
and a trial date has been set for Nov. 14 in Franklin 
County Circuit Court.

“Of course I was extremely relieved that Judge 
Wood did that,” said Kathy Allen, the daughter of 
Ken Allen. “The feeling of relief gave me some joy in 
success at the moment.”

When asked by Franklin County Prosecutor Bob 
Parks to recuse himself from the case, Judge Wood 
declined.

Kathy Allen has been vocal in her objection to the 
plea deals asking for the suspects to be charged with 
second-degree murder.

“It is a twisted kind of triumph,” she added. “My 
dad is still dead — he was still murdered and Bob 
Parks is still the prosecutor on this case.”

The two suspects, and a third suspect, Blake 
S. Schindler, 18, Union, were indicted earlier 
this year by a Franklin County grand jury on the 

Powerful Opioid Found Here
By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

A dangerous synthetic opioid pain 
medication has made its way to 
Washington.

Based on tests, Washington po-
lice said the U-47700 is in the area. 
Washington Detective Sgt. Steve 
Sitzes said it was the first time police 
have found the drug in the city.

Sitzes said the drug was found in 

two separate arrests last week. It was 
taken to the Multi-County Narcot-
ics and Violent Crimes Enforcement 
Unit to be tested.

“We have at least two confirmed 

United Way 
Over Halfway 
To 2017 Goal
n Campaign Enters 

Final Week
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

With less than a week left in the drive, the Unit-
ed Way is at just over 56 percent toward its goal of 
$1,111,111.

“We are now at $623,292.25 in gifts and pledges,” 
said Kim Strubberg, executive director.

“Last year at this time, we were at 55.28 percent 
so we are right on track,” she said. “Many companies 
have not yet turned in their information so we are still 
in the waiting game.”

Strubberg said United Way board members and 
staff are contacting companies this week to get an idea 
of where company officials anticipate they will be and 
when they will have their campaign completed.

“We are still getting good vibes,” she said. “Several 

Let’s Get Physical!
Decked out in leg warmers and other ’80s workout wear, this group of girls was ready to compete in the Four 

Rivers Area Family YMCA run/walk. From left are Aubrey Schmitz, Macy Wieland, Gracie Satory and Meredith 
Schmitz. The girls were among the more than 160 runners who took part in the event Friday, Oct. 20. A trunk-or-
treat was held prior to the race.   Missourian Photo.

Burying Power Lines
City crews closed off Lafayette Street between Main and Front streets Monday and on Tuesday Jefferson Street 

also was closed to bury power lines. The lines are being buried under the ground as part of the new Front Street 
development. Burying of the utilities will be done in sections and could take several months. Crews were expected 
to be done with the Lafayette Street portion Tuesday.   Missourian Photo.
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