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Like She Has Springs in Her Feet
Payton Searcy jumps like she has springs in her feet over these ob-

stacles while her twin sister Julia waits her turn at the Our Lady of 
Lourdes Family Health and Fitness Night held Thursday, Sept. 14, on 
the school grounds. Families took part in a variety of physical activities, 
like kickball, pickleball, parachute play, volleyball, four square and more. 
There also were samples of fruits and vegetables, health and nutrition 
displays and coloring for younger children.   Missourian Photo. 

Never Forget
Gary Watermann, the junior vice commander with Washington VFW Post 2661, placed flowers on a memorial 

wreath at the POW/MIA Recognition Day ceremony Friday, Sept. 15. The event was co-sponsored by the VFW and 
Washington American Legion Post 218. The day is to recognize and honor service members who were prisoners of 
war or missing in action. National POW/MIA Recognition Day has been celebrated since 1979. Missourian Photo.

Health Inspections by County Ongoing
 By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

If you are hungry in Franklin 
County, you have about 500 op-
tions to choose from.

Each one of those places is in-
spected annually by staff at the 
Franklin County Health De-
partment, who have conducted 
690 food establishment inspec-
tions so far this year.

Public Health Supervisor 
Tony Buel says during his ca-
reer he has conducted about 
10,000 inspections. 

“Each establishment is in-
spected at least once a year,” 
Buel said. “They can take any-
where between 30 minutes and 

three hours depending on the 
size of the establishment.”

He added if and when viola-
tions are found, depending on 
their severity, they use a 3-day, 
10-day and 30-day rule to allow 
the businesses ample time to fix 
the problems they find wheth-

er it be maintenance or food-
handling procedures.

“There are violations every-
where,” Buel said. “The most 
common problems we find are 
moldy ceiling tiles, employees 
not washing their hands, food 
temperature, unsafe and bare-

handed food handling.”
If violations are egregious, 

the establishment is given 
three days to adhere to codes 
and they are reinspected.

“We generally don’t shut any-
body down if they’re trying to 
get better,” Buel said. “On aver-
age we find 10 violations during 
each inspection. But, there are 
some places that don’t have any 

Settlement 
In Loveless 
Civil Suit
n Judge Still Must Rule

By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

The plaintiff and defendant have come to 
terms on a settlement in the wrongful death suit 
filed by the mother of a Union woman who died 
in Mexico.

Tamra Turpin’s mother, Eva-
lena Duncan, filed a petition 
for a wrongful death settlement 
Tuesday, Sept. 12, against John 
B. Loveless, a St. Clair attorney 
and businessman.

Turpin, 36, was found dead 
March 2, 2016, in a condo the 
couple had rented in Playa del 
Carmen. A forensic examination 
concluded she died of asphyxia 
by strangulation. Loveless was acquitted by a 

Stray Bullet
Enters Home, 
No Injuries
n In Marthasville

By Cindy Gladden
Missourian Staff Writer

A stray bullet struck a Marthasville 
home and landed just feet from where two 
girls were playing.

Around 5 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 5, Mad-
elyn Grafrath and her friend, Erica Rich, 
both 11, were enjoying time after school 
in the living room of Doug and Becky 
Grafrath off of Town Branch Road in Mar-
thasville.

Madelyn’s sister, Katelyn Grafrath, 15, 
was in her bedroom and their mom was in 
the kitchen.

A loud noise startled them all. Becky 
and Katelyn ran to the living room where 
the noise seemed to originate. Becky im-
mediately thought something electrical 
had exploded, but Madelyn began seeing 
what she thought was smoke coming from 
the wall.

The girls also noticed that the car-
pet was raised. What they thought was 
smoke was plaster from the wall where 
they then noticed a small hole.

“I heard it back in the bedroom,” said 
Katelyn. “It was loud.”

“I thought something blew up in there,” 
said Becky. “Katelyn saw a hole in the 
carpet and then saw a hole in the wall 

Dog Group 
Asks for Park 
Expansion 
By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

Washington’s new dog park may already 
be growing. 

Since opening in late May, the South 
Point Bark Park has been busy with dog 
visitors. The park could soon be getting big-
ger to create a separate space for smaller 
breeds.

Parks and Recreation Director Darren 
Dunkle said the park could easily be recon-
figured to create two separate spaces. 

Members of the Washington Dog Park 
Group sug-
gested divid-
ing the area 
into space for 
big breeds and 
small breeds. 
The idea was 
to split the 
1.8-acre site 
on Simmonds 
Avenue near 
the wastewa-
ter treatment 
plant. The park 
board backed 

the idea, but the park opened without the 
divider.

The idea was brought up again at the 
Sept. 7 park board meeting. Amy Niehaus 
with the Dog Park Group, said a small dog 
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