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World War I Exhibit Opens Friday
The Washington Historical Society museum will reopen Friday, March 1, and for an entire month will 

feature “Over There: Missouri and the Great War,” a traveling exhibit on World War I. The display was 
developed by the Missouri Humanities Council and the Springfield-Greene County Library District.

Museum Director Marc Houseman is shown next to one of the displays.
The museum is open from Tuesday through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday from noon 

to 4 p.m. Society members will have a private viewing Thursday from 4-6 p.m. Missourian Photo.

Pig in Blankets
Lucy Hellebusch puckers up for a piglet bundled in blankets on a cold Friday morn-

ing, Feb. 22, to celebrate FFA Week at Washington High School. Friday was Tractor 
Day at WHS, which meant many students drove their tractors to school. There also 
was a petting zoo on site.   Missourian Photo.
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More Big-Name Acts
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

Two more nights of 
entertainment have 
been announced for the 
Washington Town & 
Country Fair this sum-
mer.

The Turnpike Trou-
badours, along with Old 
97’s and Bottle Rock-
ets, will perform on 

the Main Stage Friday 
night, Aug. 9.

“We will have another 
Red Dirt triple feature 
this year,” said Amanda 
Griesheimer, director of 
marketing for the Fair 
and Washington Area 
Chamber of Commerce.

The Turnpike Trou-
badours were scheduled 
to appear last year as 
part of a Red Dirt tri-

ple feature with Chris 
Knight and Jason Bo-
land and the Stragglers, 
but pulled out after ac-
cepting an offer to tour 
with Miranda Lambert. 
Whiskey Myers was 
then brought in to per-
form.

“It was definitely dis-
appointing last year 
when they changed 

Year of Change in 2018 
For Washington Firemen

Washington Fire Chief Tim Franken-
berg says 2018 was a year of changes 
for his volunteer fire company, but that 
didn’t affect the level of service and pro-
fessionalism provided to the community 
by the men and women of the depart-
ment.

In early July, Frankenberg took com-
mand of the department from the well-
respected veteran retiring fire chief Bill 
Halmich.

In addition to the transitions, mem-
bers still had to focus on the realities of 
protecting more than 50 square miles of 
the fire district and conducting the train-
ing necessary to be ready to respond.

Responses
“In 2018, members responded to a total 

of 675 requests for service,” Frankenberg 
reported. “The group participated in more 
than 6,000 hours of training activities and 
documented over 8,500 hours of responses 
and nontraining activities. There were a 
total of 436 responses within the 10 square 
miles of the city of Washington.” 

Frankenberg added the highest de-
mand is in the center core of the city 
between High Street and Highway 47, 
which is also the area of the highest pop-
ulation density. 

There were 167 responses within the 

City Takes Over 
Management of 
Airport Friday
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

The transition of management of 
the Washington Regional Airport has 
been “relatively smooth.”

That is the message John Nilges, 
Washington’s director of public servic-
es, gave the Washington Area High-
way Transportation Committee Mon-
day.

The city will as-
sume operations at the 
Washington Regional 
Airport Friday, March 
1. The airport is locat-
ed in Warren County 
off Highway 47.

Last year, the city 
took steps to take over 
airport management 
from Washington Aviation, which has 
been operating the airport since 1997.

The upcoming airport manage-
ment takeover has required Washing-
ton city officials to approve a budget 
amendment to account for several 
purchases.

The city council last week approved 
a budget amendment for one-time ex-
penses to purchase equipment, ma-

chinery and tools to ensure that op-
erations run smoothly, according to 
Nilges.

“This will keep operations going ex-
actly the way they are,” he added.

The council voted 7-0 to amend the 
budget. Councilman Jeff Mohesky 
was not at the meeting.

The total expenditures amount in 
the budget amendment is $425,000, 
which also includes gasoline and the 

salaries and ben-
efits of one full-
time, and salaries 
of two part-time 
employees.

According to 
Nilges, the bud-
get amendment 
will carry the city 
through the end of 

the budget year, Sept. 30, and opera-
tions will be budgeted in full for the 
2019-20 spending plan.

The amendment also itemized a de-
crease in expenditures of $45,000 for 
the contracted services.

Since 2013, the city has contracted 
with Washington Aviation for fixed 
rate operator services at the cost of 

Eight Accidents, 
Three Fires Keep 
Department Busy
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

In the past 17 days, Franklin County Health Department staff 
have inspected 11 incidents involving tractor-trailer food ship-
ments on or near Interstate 44 in the Sullivan area.

Of the incidents, eight were crashes and three were fires lead-
ing to the majority of the loads first being embargoed by the coun-
ty and eventually taken to the landfill and destroyed.

Although not confirmed by the police, Public Health Supervisor 
Tony Buel said that a load of food from Korea and Vietnam was 
looted as the trailer lay on its side on the shoulder of the inter-
state for up to four days earlier this month.

Investigations
Buel estimates he and others have spent about 120 man-hours 

inspecting the affected food shipments during the past 2 1/2 weeks.
“We have to inspect the products, supervise the off-loading 
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