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Jamming With Mom
Mary Kappauff and her mom Julie made music together Thursday, 

March 14, at the Washington School District Parents as Teachers pro-
gram Music and Movement night. Children and parents made instru-
ments, danced, sang and participated in other activities.   Missourian Photo.

Amazed and Agonized
Kennady Thornton, center, reacts with amazement at catching a pie that was thrown at her Thursday, 

March 14, at Immanuel Lutheran School, while Kaya Otto, right, agonized at fumbling her catch. March 
14 or 3-14 is celebrated by math lovers and educators as Pi Day, referring to the 3.14 ratio of a circle’s 
circumference to its diameter. Immanuel Lutheran celebrated by holding a pie eating contest, pie toss, 
pie relay and having students compete to see who could memorize pi to the most decimal places. Also 
shown making a good catch is Adriana Grassi, left.   Missourian Photo. 
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Committee
Promoting 
Bond Issue
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

The Citizens for Great Schools committee said it’s working on 
all fronts to promote passage of the Washington School District’s 
$26 million zero tax-rate increase bond issue that will be on the 
April 2 ballot.

The bond issue will allow the district to build a new elemen-
tary school in the South Point attendance area and make safety 
upgrades districtwide.

“We are doing our best to get the word out through social me-
dia, direct mail to registered voters, advertising in the news-
paper and distributing signs throughout the district,” said Ste-
phen Trentmann, one of the committee chairs.

The other chairs are Brad Mitchell and Lauren Storie, who 
said feedback from the public has been very positive.

“We are receiving great support from the community,” she 
said. “There has been 
lots of positive engage-
ment, which has pro-
vided the opportunity 
to communicate the 
importance of Prop S 
and why it’s needed 
now more than ever.

“I have had some 
ask why there is such 
a big effort to campaign for Prop S since it’s a zero-tax increase 
bond issue,” Storie added. “The answer to me is simple — be-
cause we can’t let it fail. It is too important of an issue to take 
any risk that it wouldn’t pass. It is an opportunity to bring much 
needed safety upgrades, ADA improvements, as well as to final-
ly fix the critical building situation at South Point.”

If the bond issue passes, the new school would open in August 
2021.

The Citizens for Great Schools committee’s Facebook page 
features information on the bond issue, endorsements, voter 
registration and videos of community leaders, parents and stu-
dents discussing the importance of the bond issue and what it 
will mean for the public school system and community.

The bond issue has been endorsed by numerous groups, includ-
ing the Washington 353 Redevelopment Corporation, St. Louis/
Kansas City Carpenters Regional Council, Washington Civic In-

Ebker Bill 
Passes by 
Big Margin
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Just a month shy of the three-year an-
niversary of Lyndon Ebker’s death, legis-
lation has passed the Missouri House that 
may prevent a similar tragedy from hap-
pening in the future.

On Thursday, HB 499, also known as 
the “Ebker Bill,” passed by a margin of 
149 to 5.

Former Missouri Department of Trans-
portation (MoDOT) employee Lyndon Eb-
ker was hit and killed by an elderly driver 
while cleaning a bridge over Boeuf Creek 
on Highway 100 between Washington and  
New Haven in April 2016.

Since the time of his death Ebker’s 
family and friends have been speaking 
out about work zone safety in efforts to 
prevent another unnecessary death.

Ebker’s daughter, Nicole Herbel, who 
gave an emotional testimony before the 

Third Murder Suspect 
To Stand Trial in August
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

A three-day jury trial 
is scheduled for Blake S. 
Schindler, 19, who is accused 
in the murder of Kenneth Allen 
Jr. at his home in 2016.

The trial is slated to begin 
Tuesday, Aug. 27, at the Frank-
lin County Judicial Center in 
front of Michael S. Wright, 
12th District judge in Warren 

County.
Schindler has been charged 

with second-degree felony mur-
der, and felonies of first-degree 
burglary and receiving stolen 
property.

Timothy D. Wonish, 33, and 
Whitney D. Robins, 30, were 
sentenced in October 2018 to 
seven years in the Missouri 

Department of Corrections on 
the charge of involuntary man-
slaughter.

Allen, 70, was killed Nov. 
3, 2016, at his home south of 
Washington.

The medical examiner’s re-
port indicates Allen died from 
asphyxiation due to neck com-

Man Given
Prison Term 
For Death
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

An Owensville man who was allegedly 
driving under the influence of heroin and 
caused a car crash in Union that killed his 
wife was sentenced to prison Monday.

Robert C. Rothermich, 39, entered an 
Alford plea March 11 to the charges of 
second-degree murder and possession of a 
controlled substance. He was indicted in 
December 2017 on the charges, according 
to court records.

Rothermich was sentenced to seven years 
in the Missouri Department of Corrections 
for second-degree murder, and three years 
for possession of a controlled substance.

According to the probable cause state-
ment filed with the prosecutor’s office by 
Union police, on May 24, 2017, Rothermich 
was swerving and driving a vehicle at a 
high speed while westbound on Highway 
50 in Union when it left the north side of 
the road, traveled behind a guardrail and 
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“The students and staff 
at all buildings deserve 

the most productive 
surroundings . . ..”

         Stephen Trentmann
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